. ‘Sylvan lot, which was just

P -_good build spot for a new
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" Chelsea Chevrolet
- considers moving

“to Sylvan Townshlpf

 Move may help

* ship's current situation of )4

pa[tl'ling the county back $13
ion in special assess-

~ in the dealership owner’s:
- effort to comple ely. clarify

T the matter.

Township SuperVisor

, Bob Lange said he hopes -
- . that Magierand his part- -
. ners make the move, as it ..

‘would mean much-needed -
tax revenue for the belea. .
. guered rural township.
" Magier said that the

‘3‘ - rezoped from agricultural -
to business park district-
* ing last year, would be a

;.. dealership witha larger
* and more modern struc

- "By Crystal Hayduk

" eralfund.

i‘;;’{l‘his N%ggiation is t}sth
tired,” er said of the
officials deal . '332{13’ fourdecadeold |
‘ ership facility, which . ||
wzth county debt the Grass Lake partners
‘purchased four years ago. .
. o .- 'The'company owned by
| By Sean Dalton -* Magier and his partners
Helitage Medla has’ been operating for”l4 :
D - .oyears :
~ After the Sylvan o “We need alittlebit - -
' Township Planning " more room and probably
+ Commission met Thursday . a better location for us -
.. theowners of Chelsea would be on the other side
Chevrolet Buickare . - of 1.94,” he added. - g
'wejghing whether tomove . Chelsea Chevrolet . .
 from their 1500 S. Mairt St. * Buick would be the second
locationtoad-acrelotin ~  dealership to either close
Sylvan Township. - . " -or move from Chelsea,
The dealership, owned although it would only be
. andoperatedby Emil - 3 stone’s throw away. The =
-+ Magier and hispartners in . first was Palmer Ford. [}
_ the Grass Lake Chevrolet ~  Magier said that he was
dealer lot, has operatedin  sad to see Palmer close its
- Chelsea since the “70s. doors, . - v
©~ Magier said that the “This car business has
G ball iscurrently inhe . g ups and,downs,” he
. township’scourtabout - - said. “You can ride the
. thedealership’s potential . rollercoaster from one'
" move {0 2038 McKernan month to the next.” ‘
Drive.. ~ Despite General Motor's |
“At this time, we've Just * bankruptcy, salesof ‘
- gottofigureout what's - its products have been -
goingon with Sylvan - strong enough for Chelsea
Township.” . =  Chevrolet's owners to have
He said that the town- . GM's blessing and approv-

purchasing their new
location‘when the town- |

“ship sorts out its end.
- ment fees is one: question .

“It depends on the town:-
ship,” Magier reiterated.
“It's all laying on their

.shoulders.”

Regarding the prelimi-
nary site plan submitted

“to.the commission, Lange -

said that there stili was”

worktobedoneonthe - -
dealérship's part with

the state Department of

. Transportationandthe .
“eounty road commission.

“It’s up to the deal-

. ership,” Langesaid. = =

“They’re looking into the

. -cost of the sewer infra- - -
. _structure and they've got -
) discussmns ongoing thh
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~Health

Today Show’ star
I speaks to crowd at |
| wellness expo |

By Erica McCIam R
Harltac’e Media ’

J oy Bauer knows eaﬁng healthy isn’t

rocket science. -

“But unlese you have a positive atti- AR
tude, and yow're on board 24/7, it'snot

to happen,” she says. -

uer, a hutritionist on NBC's “'roday e
1| Show,” spoke to a crowd Sunday at B
Chelsea High Schoo} for the Chelsea Area -
- Wellness Foundation’s “Five Healthy |
‘Towns Party,” where she shared her Top
10 Healthy Habits, .
‘While many of Bauer's ti S were
indeed not recket science, she also

’eboardot

| Photo by Burrilt Strong

“Joy Bauer, mmﬂn“foﬂy

|| advised the Five Healthy Towns nesi
.dents of Chelsea, Dex?;g Manchester, . Show,” ?‘Cbﬁm#“ﬁw
Stockbxt‘lgge ‘aagd Gct}'ass Iﬁakti:gout m(in'e Healthy Dy
current trends, such-as buying organic. .- -
Bauer said she knows m)any pggpie vesetables they canbuy without worry
scan’t afford to buy organic all the'time, so ingabont pesticides |
it’s importantto know which fruits and

T PLEASESEE HEALTHY/S-A
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School board approves ‘Best Practlces mcentlve o

Today's
_coupons

mmm
Make sure to click

| - on www.he
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. - " thedistrict will develop and/ - Ch’Tsea High School | “There were 167 applic
" Special Writer - . . or-coptinue to implement con- - Principal Julie Deppner SR cants and they were abso-
‘ ' - solidation of services; the dis- - introduced the district’s S lutely outstanding,” said-
S The Cheisea School District * trict obtains competitive bids , new faculty tothe board, = - Superintendent David Killips.
- . - Boardof Education voted to - " on non-instructional services; . - including Steve Forsberg, . .“Toland a job in'the Chelsea’ -
- -..approve the Best Practices - .and the district will providea  Mark Moundros and Shawn ~ School District this year -~
- Incentive resolutionon ... linkon their home pageto the , Sinacola < - = with so many welkqualified
" Monday evening. Meeting ~ ~ - ‘Michigan Schoo! Data Portal, - - The district’ s newest teach . ‘people available with other
. four of the five requirements - whichrcontains-the required er is Clea Davis, who was just - districts layingoff - you - -
- for the resolution will qualify - dashboard indicators, . - hired pending board approval ' really have to be at the top of
- the district'to receive an addi- - - Theboardalsovoted@to . toteach kindergartenpart- = thegame” . -
" tional $100 per studentasa | approve a2011levy of 0.5 “ time, Davis was hired because . In other board news '_ N
- onetime payment to the gen - mills for'the sinking fand. - * of an unexpectedly high num- 'MKtlhps suggested to board
.- . _District voters have approved “ber of students enroi]ed at the - members that they keep -~ =
. The five best practices o rate as high as 0. 9250 | 'kindergarten leveI . -abreast of Senate Bills 618
o -?include théfollowing criteria: - " through 624. 1 e
- thedistrict employeescon- - . “Thereare alot of things |
~ tribute at least 10 percent of - Resolutlon wm quallty distnct to recelve $1 00 extra- - coming out aimed at failing.- {8
- health care costs; the district . school districts, but we're not~
“ s the designated policy hold- . per student from the state~for lts general fund = afainng district,” he said.
ey for medical beneﬁt plans, s T
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_"Repubhcans angry over millage approval process :

.‘_4 :
“

-family's Home in Saline.

: Washtenaw County Road

- as' MCL 224.20. It sets out
- the mechanism by which .
the road commission can -

requ

Brenner famrly, others share support of Ele s Place

wanted to say and every

By Lori Maranvrlle
Specrai Wnter T

Several hundred white. .

balloons were released into

| the night sky Sept. 23 from

. the Saline High Schoot foot-

‘ball field. :
The Hornets were play-
- ing a game against Bedford,

. but the night had another, -

more poignant focus, as

- well, bringinglight to those' :

suffering from the loss of
someone they love and-

spreading the word abput a

special orgamzation called
Ele s Place.
* On the field that mght

- was the Brenner family, -

-who, three years ago; suf-

_ fered the unimaginable loss
. of one of their own, 7-vear-

old Luke Brenner.
. Luke diedinacar
accident in 2008 near the

Jeanette and Jonathon

_Brenner, as well as their

other three children, Max,
Joel and his twin brother

| Aaron, survived the acci-
" dent but still carry the emo-

tional scars of the trauma.
Inthe aftermath of the

" accident, the family found

a lifeline in their faithand
later; in their connection to
Ele’s Place, a grief support:
center in Ann Arbor.‘The -

| organization, which also

has a-center in Lansing, .
offers free counseling and -

| peer support groups to any
| - family that needs it.
The center partnered

with Saline High School .
this month for its "Tackle
Children’s Grief” cam

| paign, promoting aware

ness about the need to.

-support children, teenagers

and their familiés who may

1 be grievmg death of aloved ‘
- for hisbrother and in ithe -
-, 'talked about Ele’s Place =

one.
Jeanette and J onathon

some thoughts about their
personal connection to -

vai Elesi-’laceandtheneedto
. spread the word about this

fmportant organization.
- Jeanette Brenner said

Ele’'s Place was suggested

by the doctor on the night :

1 hereon died.

‘She said she—made the
phone call to the center-

- the day of Luke's funeral,

knowing that her children
needed some form of-coun-

. seling and supporttoget
‘them through the trauma.

At the time, the Brenners

| sald they weren't really. -

sure if they wanted to

80, but knew once they -

got there it was the right
choice. " °
~ “My husband, Jon, said

1t best when he said, gt was ..
-1ike a different kmd of air

where we could breathe

<and say everythmg We

| Bydim Pt

L1 Spemar Wrrter ‘

%
A proposal by the
Commissiontolevya - - -

. | 'new property tax for road
" improvements is drawing

- criticism from the locai

-1+ GOP, whiclvis calling 1t

$19.50/6 mo. » 335 oo /yea ant -_unconstttutiohal

the Washtenaw County -

" Republican Committee, -

. which states it believes .
" | the people; and not the *
S ,Waé%tenaw CountyBoard”f
- of Commissioners, should

, 'bavetheﬁnalsayonatax |
- increase, They believe.a _
Jaw the Road Commission o

is-using to support its”

, o hanin audlingd ofthetaxlevyis .
e N “nv ‘
S B Atledvertismgmthisnmoaperiew
subject to the-conditions in the applicable-
We reserve the right not to].
Jacoupt an advertiser's order, Our-ed
. ;_Mhavenoauthoﬂtytobindmte
nempaper only pubticeiion of-an ad

The law in ouestxon is

Act 283 of 1909, codified

present to the county

of supervisors the amount: .

of money it believes is .

-The Republican v

| Committee adopted a reso- -
lution Sept. 8 conderniting
. the method by which the

you.”

" ﬁqa}“cl}?;m targu‘?lngge
- no e .
‘The charge comes from L ‘

+ - agé;only the way the * -

- Washtenaw County Road . -

o Commtssionisgomg about
- getting approved.

- We are objécting to the
7 process,” Boonstra said
-Monday. -

thing we were feeling they ‘

" already knew,” -Jeanette

Brennersaid. @ = |
The Brenners were

-able to connect and talk to - 1

other adults who had gone

- through the same thing, .
“It's really ajourney . .

when you go there. You

don’t feel quite as alone.
“Even though we were

all different in that our kids

had died in different ways, . |

it’s amazing how snnilar

“the grieving was. -

“In a way, it's like the. 3

" clibnoonewantstobea

part of, but you can’t live

"~ without,” she said.. e

For her children,
Jeanette Brenner satd the ..
center-helped them in a

variety of ways appropriate !
o their age. .

The center has peer sup- -

- port groups that are age-

-.specific, with no more than
a three-year span for each
group. '

Because 6-year-old Joel
‘was only 3 when his broth-

- er died, she said, he didn’t
“have tjie vocabulary to
~ express himself, so he drew
. pictures,

For Max; who is 12 years
-old now, he expressed him- -
selt‘ in writing and Journal
ing, and by creating a col-
lage of ‘all the things that -
. Luke loved, like his favorite.
© sports teams, video ganws
. and his favorite foods,

. For Aaron, 10, she said,
it was nnportant for him

"~ tofind other kids his age .

to talk to about the loss of
his twin brother, even find-
* ing a special connection to
another boy in his group
famed Luke, .

She said Aaron created
a belated birthday card

and the other Luke who
was there at the center with
him, -

-Brenner said because of
the journey that sheand
her husband have been
through as grieving par- -
ents, they are very aware

of thetr children’s feelings

- and tt.heir journey through

grie
“For. Aaron 1 feel hke '
" when willa ot of his hard

- work of grieving be'done. I”

. - think-it's still coming.” * -
She said she and her

husband try to be very open |

with-their children and

. Allow them to talk about

“whatever they need to talk

-~ about.

“We all still think of .

Luke every day. It's some-

- thing that’s always with us,
“You don't really get over -

it Just becomes a part ot‘

'I‘he inost nnportant

. Washtenaw County Road
- Commission wasseeking. -
- ..to gain approval for the
- proposed.
-, The resolution states the - ;
" law is “antiquated” and

e increase

has been “seldom used in

|| -recentmemory” -

" Committee Chairman B

necessity of the mill:

“Our position is hot t‘or
or.against the millage, -

‘The resolutlon further

‘states the millage increase -
- proposal i§ an “end-run”

around the publie’s right to -

" vote on millage increases.

Boonstra said the most

. appealing method would

have the matter go before -

‘ thevotet‘einsteadofthe

unty board “under.a stat-

- -utethat is little used.”-
tomaintainthe o
‘ ._.roadsforthecomingyear

‘The commission co

- ‘ters that the law is |
- valid and allows the oounty
commlsstoners to approve o

the
The Washtenaw County

‘ 'moretltansaoomrllion.
: _1aw,therequesthastobe

Photo by Lori Maranvilie

'. . Road Commissron wats to

“levy 2 0.6-mill tax on prop-- |

~ “erty owners to boost the -

. funds available for- repairs
“attd improvements. Chiet‘
- engineer Ray Townsend -~

says the road commtsston 8
. typical fun
'~ have stagnat i

- past decade. The levy would -
* goalong way to keep the -

streams :
‘over the

‘commission’s coffers full to
: improve roads.

The county board then
sets the tax to raise the -
. money needed by thergad
commission. In Washtenaw -
County §.case, the tax ean’t

- bemore than 81 ohevery -

$1,000 in assessed-value -
‘since the total valuation i 1s

According to the 1909

‘madé to the “County Board .
- of Supervisors” every y
- October.
- Forthe Republioans, :
- 'there's the rub, since the '’
. gtate abolished boards .
of supervisors in 1969,
- And the current Board of
Commissioners doesn’t -
. have an annual meetmg in
Ootober :
- “We feel the la\v doesn’t
“have any effect,” saidJoe .
b member of the

“basis was “not realistic.”

| mwmmwmememnmemmsem'
loon release at Saline High School with their family in memory
From left are the Brenners, Max, 12, Jeenette,

_ died in a car accident three years ago.
Joel,s,.lomthon endAaron 10, Lukeetwin brother.
thmg Eie'e Plaoe provxdes, . and Max s collage of Luke’s "
she said, isaplaceforthe  favorite things. ‘
children to talk about their . The box tours are ce
i grief with other children 'smaller vef'sions of Ele’s °
‘who know what they are " Place “Tours of the Heart,”
g ing through. .. which are held at the First -
"For the kids, just know-  United Universalist Church -
mg otherkids theirage . in Ann Arbor. The church
were gomg through this provides space to Ele’s.
was huge,” she said. - Place to conduct soine of -
. “Itgavethema plaoe . theu" programs. . .
where they. could talk about The toursandthe
it and fee) like it's anormal. “'I‘ackle Children’s Grief”
‘ part of living.” . - _campaign at Saline High
Brenner said she and ~ School are all part of Ele’s-
~her husband both want the  Place efforts to spread the
- kids to be able to remember ~ center’s message of healing
- their.brother as he was - and let people know that -
.when he was alive. "~ " they don’t have to suffer
. Thecouplesaideven - - through the pain of grief
‘though they stopped going  alone.
to Ele’s Place for counsel- As'partof the special
- ing and support groups,’ campaign at Saline High
- they cohtinue to have a” - School, studénts wore T-
connection thereandare:  ° shirts emblazoned with
- extremely grateful for the - “Tackle Children’s Grief”
support provided there. “and the Ele’s Place Jogo.
"It really helped usasa Free T-shirts were also
- family in the grieving pro-  passed out at the Saline
céss,” Jonathon Brenxer: home:foothall game against
. said, “It was a really great - Bedford, as well as white .
experience.” balloons, which were
. “The people \ we went  releastd during the open-
~ through this with us - . ingprocession of the band
~willalwaysbeourclose: . Studentsand families
-friends,” he said. . from Pleasant Ridge
.~ Jonathon Brenner said © ~ Elementary School also -
“he plans to start volun- . showed their support of -
teering asa facilitatorat - - Ele’s Place and the Brenner
Ele’s Placeassoonashe ° family by wearing white -
completes the training. The . T-shirts with the initials
center pays licensed coun- ~ “LB” and a butterfly on'the
stlors and also.provides.  *  sleeve. The group was invit-
- trained volunteer support . ed onto the field to release
_-group facilitators. - ~ their balloons and welcome, -
Jeanette Brennersaid ~ . the football players on the T
‘'she is helping the organiza-  field. ;
-tion by doing “Tour of the ... ~Ele's Plaee Director .
" ‘Box” activities in people’s ° Wendy Brightman, who
homes: She carriessmall.  wason hand at the football
. symbols of her family’s -  game: busy helping to blow ..
. journey of healing, includ up balloons, said coach
 ingthebirthdaycard - . = Mike Glennie and his team:
Aaron made for his brother were a big part of the cam -

GOPcommtttee o
He said the executive .
: committee only learned
0f‘the proposal earlier -
~ this monthand quickly
* moved to denounce it The.,
. Republican group would

. _prefer the geople tobe part =
- of areferendum.

.. “This. dtsenfranchises
 people from votine.” -
Baublis said. - o
:-Townsend satd t.he criti-

 the courity’s corporate *
counse] said the law was -

- “Just because termiriol-

.. ogy has ¢hahged does not
o ‘make it (the l%wevvoi e

“Townsend sa ednesday.

Hesaidtaklngthe jssue " .

‘ ‘to the voters on an annual

“Townsend said the 0.6 .
* mill would raiseabout -
+$8.7 tillion, which would
be added to the funds the .
“agency receives from the

'“state taxes on gasoline and :

_vehicle registration fees..
- “That was$15 million -

“ .~ $16 million — in 2010, the :
sameasrtwasinzooo”be'

[

| _ Place T-shirts at school dur-
" ing the week and heard the -

- of Michigan football player . ~

- students and family mem-
- bérs lost in the community.

. allow our football program
"“to help Wendy and Ele’s

' tioréal expenses Y 'Ibwnsend

ter tn October

of their son, Luke, who.

palgn : | |
The team wore Ele 8

moving story of University

- Elliott.Mealer, who lost his -
father and grrlfrrend ina
car accident in 2007. ,

- . Glénnie made the follOw-
-ing about his role in the
grief awareness campaign ,

" “It just makes sense for -
‘us'to get involved to help
promote such a wonder- -

. ful resource like Ele’s
- Place for those struggling,
Personally, we have seen

fe

“This was a connection -+ -
had with Wendy that would "

_Place extend theirreachto . -~
touch more of the families .

+and young people that are -

struggling with the loss of
-a family member orloved . -
: one ' ‘
"The Brenners said they ~
are extremely grateful to

- all of the support they have ‘,
received from Ele’s Place, -
- their friends, family, school

and thecommumty of ‘

" Saline.

"“We really Iearned that L

~ you allow people to help . .- v

- you through the grief,"-

- . Jeanette Brenner said. -
- “At first, it may be hard to

“accept help, but it is stich

an amazing act of love.,” .
Anyone seekingmore = -

“information about Ele’s -

~ Place should call 929-6640 N
- orvisit the organization’s . -

. website at wwwelesplace

org.

“Lori Maranvxlle is afree- A

~lance writer. She can be

reached at S
torrmaranvrlle@att net ‘\‘

The mfused cash would
go along way in helping the L
| commtssron help maintain -

: -’  roads. Townsend noted -
- the county has 80 miles
- of newroadsasa result :

of newdevelopnient since

- 2000. Combine the ad,ded

-..workandtherising

- -of fuel, salt and asphalt and
the state-funded revenue .
. stream:gets tiglit

- -¢ism is baseless. He said the

L 'change from “supervisors” -

to “commissioners” doesn't-

" invalidate the law.- He said .84

£,
- “The 88 7million would
goto projects, not opera-

-Headdedthathtsplan '.‘”i 5

" forthe money would beto -
~ valid, although 110 one from -
o that office wowdd comment.

“return nearly doliar for. dol- .
lar based on assessed valu- .,
-ations back fo the taxing

. Jurisdictiofi from which it

‘came, He said for example, = -
. that would net-Ann Arbor
: about $3.3million. ..

« “T want to get money

. tothelocal distiicts,”

Townsend said, “After we

- talked to elected officials,

nearly 100 pereent of the .- .

 Supervisors and the cities
- are in favor of this,” ~ .

“Towrisend said the

. Washtenaw County- Board '

of Commissioners is - .
réquired to act on the mat-
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