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. up...In2008 hewas ||
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- - thathe not “(keep) township ~

' information on his computer” .
- "' and that he “failed to comply -

- with township policy toturn . -

-. overall townstﬁp information o

- .andemails. - |

-and July through

 November (the end - |

~of histerm) he dld

not hofd any business | ! |

hoursatall.”

' I.I.IM KOCH
CIerk Sylvan Township

townehxp euperv1sor into ques-

~ tion: “(He) rarely showed up

.» ir 2008 he was late or never

. showed up 49 out of 55 days, and N

July through November (the -

end of his ferm) he did not hold ‘“

any business hoursatall,” in

. addition to allegedly failiigto
~ - participate in the 2008 Board of
> Review or vote i in the 2008 pri-

ary election, -
She added that the four law- -

. suitsfiled against the township: .‘ 1
- . were done so “under his watch,” .

and characterized Williams as

w;th township rules regarclin

“The policy was adopted dur'

o inghistermandreceivedhis
vote,” Kochisaid. 7. - P
o back to the lawsuits. L
- Koch said that in 2007 suit was _
- filed “because he couldn’t geta
- development agreement signed .

- (between the township and the.
. developers),” in additionto "~ .
e ,_“fail(ing) to get the rest areain a
" . 'Lima Township connectedto
. -Sylvan’s water and sewer ser--
vices” and “failed toget the] rest

Going

area in Grass Lake Township

E . connected tgas well,” under-.
' agreemen
- GrassLakea
S
. 0 g 0
- Township connected o sewer
-service, failed to get- otherhigh

in place that allow .
Sylvan tomake

end scaled users connected .

"~ -fowater service,allof which "

‘would have helped or elimi-

" natedthe issue at hand,” Koch

.- -continued. 5L
A SbeaddressedWimams
. asieocrt%onspointbypoint.

that the special
t district esst%etflished

for ebonds is legal. -
he also said that the town-

R 'ship residents are not goingto -
. See the effects of the lawsuitson .
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* late ornevershowed ||.
up'4'90utof55day‘s 1.

- . disorganized and ion-compliant 1

R on Sundays, visiting
-graves of loved ones.” he sard the difficulties of carrying sup- " mon topic for moyies, and .
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Soczety honors
Civil War
annwersary

By Cryslal Hayduk
Specral "Writer - ‘

x

o commémorate the
Civil Waron'April 12, -

. 1861, the Chelsea Area
;:listorical Society,
nsored a presentation by

George Till, local Civil War
aficionado and re-enactor on -

Monday evening at the Depot

- Tili shared hisexpertise-

- and memorabilia gathered -

over more than twenty years
-of research and work with
the 24th Michigan Infantry. -

" reenactment group. He said
‘that Michigan played a cru--
cial role in the Civil War, -

sendingoretroopstothe

- front than any other state .
. except for New York.

beganhispresentation .

by naming a number of local
men, the battles they fought
.in, and interestingfacts
about their lives as'soldiers
orin Chelsea, Over 100 Civil *
War veterans are buriedin’
- Chelsea, and Till eneouraged
‘audience members to vtsit
- the graves o

- “It may sound ntaca re. but
“architects designedcemeter-
“ies in those days, and people

officialstartof the |7

- who were aecustomed to hv-

. ing off the land and were good -
‘with guns,” ' he said. :

.; -

L TERarT lm

Riﬂe Musket, a 5&ca11ber weap-
on with d 20- yard killing range
He also exhibited the foot

but we also want to help people
understan ity
“Till ended the program

- Tilkexplained and displayed soldier s saber; a bayonet and a by reading Jeff Danels’ for

the clothingand ions
of the typical 24th Michigan

~-soldier in detail. He'shared =
“his uniform and equipment by =~

.- Confederate oﬁ'leer $ 1851 Colt’
revolver S

Till explained that ofﬂeers
used swords to direct the tmOps

- would often take'theirRand  dressing up 9-year-old audience rather than for combat.

the.
Aeeordingto'l‘lll.

" 24th Michigan Infantry was -

. formed in 1862as'a volunteer
- regiment when President -
Abraham Lincoln called for '

of the famed Iron Brigade.  source of sustenance, “Glory”

."The 24th in the Civil War - -Ti1l demonstrated the mul L My, wife Dianne asked me, o
was like what we would con- tiple steps mvolvedintoadjng ‘Doesn’t reenacting glorify =
. gider the Special Forces today. - the “workhorseof theUnion ., war? No,” Till said. “Wetry .

| They were tough dudes- men

* member Jaden Cobb to show - -

plies into battle,
“Till discussed the living
‘conditions that the soldiers. -

. endured, and passed outsam |

The Civil War is a corff-

Ml recommendedseveral, -
" including “The Hunley,” “,Gods

" "and Generals,” which he

in, "Gettysburg "

ples of hard tack, the unleay- wpith Jeff Daniels, and the mul-
more troops, and became part ened bread that was their main tiple Academy Award winner, A

Army. the 1861 Springﬁeld

to shothow horrible war is.

- ward to the hook A Distant

Thunder: Michigan in the le :
. War” by Richard Bak. Daniels.

wrote about standing on Little
- Round Top in'Gettysburg and
feeling the presence of themen -

" who fought on the battlefield so-
. Mmany years 4go.

“With the‘a sesqzueentennial

athand, thisisagreattime ©
1o take advantage of - learning
more about the Civil Warand
~-Bow it shaped the way otir-

country is today” Till said..
For mote information about
the local connection to the vail
- War, contact the Chelsea Area -
Historieal SOcietY at 734-476-2010
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Make sure 1o, click _
on www.heritage.com

- around the clock for the |

most in-depth coverage of
Washtenaw County. One of -
"~ our “Mos! Viewed” storieés is

- “Movie Review: Brand worthi-
» ly recast in ‘Arthur’ remake”
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EXPRESS

U-CONNEC T HANOS FREE GROUP. BLUETOOTH STREALING AUDIO
Stk#t 115245 SIRIUS SATELLITE RACIC. AUDIO JACK IHPUT FOR LIOBILE DEVICES.
LATCH READY CHILD SEAT AHCHOR SYSTEL

$ AR CONDITIOMING WITH 3 ZOHE TELIPERATURE CONTROL
LEASE

., SUNSCREEN GLASS
TOURING EDITION vorao mo. (il Bl " ST 1L A
PURCHASE & & g

JO-LITER PENTASTAR EHGINE . FRONT AND SIDE AIR BAGS. ANTILOCK B8RAKES
POWE IR SUIDING OOORS. POWERILIFTGATE . AUTORATIC HEADLAMPS STEERING Fon
WHEEL MOUNTED AUDIO COMTROLS. PLUS 1AUCH MORL

{OR LESS)

WE MAKE CAR BUYING FUN WITH SAME DAY DELIVERY!* * PLUS $9.95 OIl. CHANGES ALWAYS!

2011 Dodge R - 2011 Dodge
journey ~ " | Caliber

i -1?""«*‘:';'7'1 e
MAINSTREET EDITION | MAINSTREET l‘:l"'l'“lN-w.7

S

Stk# 115252 : R ST Stke 118591

LEASE
FOR 36 MO.

LEASE FOR
36 MONTH
 3.6-LITER Y6 ENGINE, 17" ALUMINUM WHEELS, REMOTE START SYSTEM, SECURITY ALARW, o o
POWER SEAT, TRIP COMPUTER W/TEMP AND COMPASS, 8.4” TOUCH SCREEN RADIO DisPLAY, 3 NN 2 OLITER 4 CYL ENGINE, POWER W'N°°V:5’|-°°"§’“'“°"5 MEDIA 05“75" RADIO,
ZONE TEMPERATURE CONTROL, § PREMIUM SPEAKERS WITH SUBWOOFER. . - = © . CVTTRANSAXL

2011 Dodge

Durango
CREW

Stk# 115283

LEASE ol J
FOR 36 MO. 3 g

ALL NEW 5 7-LITER V8 HEMI ENGlNE‘S SPEED AUTOMATIC THANBMIBBION, 3 ROW SEATING . 4 7-LITER‘V8 ENGINE CHHOME APPEARANCE GFIOUP. POWER V_JINDOWS LOCKS, MIRHOHS,
o THAII.ER SWAY DAMPENING, FLEXIBLE FUEL VEHIOLE, PLUS MUOH MOHE. o ‘ R CLOTH 40/20/40/BENCH SEAT '

e

,.gﬂ.i

2011 Chrysler 200 TN ‘2011'Jeep Liberty:

SPORT 4X4

Sti# 115343

X ‘.‘ ‘ ' - £ § ) R I K f ) .
: - ; Stk# 115362 3
LEASE s : - L
FOR 36 MO. QY @ i LEASE

" - FOR 36 MO.
A e o j « . R

3 7- LIIER vé ENGINE, POWER WINDOWSI I.OCKSI MIRROHB ALUMINUM WHEEI.S E
SUNSCREEN GLASS, FOG LAMPS . -

Wrangler

SPORT 4X4

Sthet 11589

LEASE 8 ~ L§A55$

FOR 36 MO.

24-LITER 4 CYL 172 HP ENGINE, 17" ALUMINUM WHEELS, HEATED SEATS, UCONNECT VOICE
'COMMAND WITH BLUETOOTH USB PORT FOR MOBILE DEVICES, SIRIUS SATELLITE RADO,
~ REMOYE STARTER, STEERING WHEEL MOUNTED AUDIO CONTROLS. :
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R Sales Department Opens Daily At
ELITE FIVE STAR 7:30am For Your Convenience!

Pricieg and paymente based or phadility dor Al avatiable F'vyk et drsncimte and rebatee weigding \,mvvlo. Emotoyee distount, Chryster solinmng tegsen £ innogst !,f"‘xpi‘ ard Chayster targeted daect maid bonus coupne andhn Dadge Dusarin launch (e ~tor
T leaces are 10000 caies peryear wob 81 995 down pavinent pio T paveient anef upiont fees. Mosh qualify los b b e anpe et et endng source Not everyone quahies Leane payments aen Dl Ly
el G e ont e e aoicabie caies tay oregetiab o e e s en snon gl SRE200
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o Placement Economlcs ‘ WMMKW chm#lg&m;gm N .
= - instructor Matthew Pedlew says mummm B . |

that his CHS students are going
to continue to go for gold in the
- Michigan Economics Challenge.

TREE REMOVAL

e et c
| e e ouS LA, Yes arindisd”  “Spring High Winds are comingl”
 peslow ::ﬁ%%’gfmw‘”the‘gwb&tgeu pimeing 888 . c::: 2boﬂ:n Removal gf
, tion for the foufth year ifia row: A Wi/ Hmrdous And Deﬂd TI’GGB
= . Rival school International =3 5% ;

"~ catomyo Boomfeld il 27 o ﬁ?,?"
00 place and will go on NI //ailable
[otheregional phaseof the ~ - A R I Nc
‘national competition with - » 1 T EE "

_ thopesof moyingontothe .  san 3 Dextsr, Chalsea, Saling, Milan, mnmumnummmmu {
. jnational competition bemg held
* finNew York on May 23, -

The team received asilver . of his students are the best the . entrepreneurshlp educatxon to . David Dieterle, President of the g
medalinthe Adam Smith Divi- ~Chelseahastoofferandthat - Michigan citizens, teashersand ~ Michigan Council on Economics -
sion, which challenges advanced their performance at thecom-  students, . Education, “We really have some
- iplacement, international bacca- - petition reflects how well they . - “The Economics Challengeis . of Michigan's best and brightest
.~ ;laureateand hohors students. _ do on their advanced placement ' an opportunity for economics - students in this competition.”

Chelsea was not represented. .exam each May, ' oy ‘ o B
iy students to really shine inan. Twenty-eight teams from . : 3
,m’:i Eﬁ;ﬁ‘g‘;’gﬁgﬁs‘:}g& ung%\?gnuem?ne dsll;%ogxfr?; o " excitingand engagingcompe- eleven high schoolscompeted in [ _ | , S
" ‘ter general economics students. ~happen: - o tition w1th thelr peers, saxd | this year s competitlon SATU RDAY, . APRI |_ 23'20
a Y “My students should be “To get there fbur times . . - ;

~ ‘proud,” Pedlow said. “Theyreally and lose each time to the B
= knowtheir stuff fromthework  International School is tough,”
, i they put in throughout the year” . Pedlow said. “They are well :
R The competition washeld . “coached, and this vear the team - M l ﬂl D
R ‘#inNovithisyearItinvolveda™  wasmade up of kids whohad - emor av
| wmttgg %omgni}golloxgﬁ bya pre%?uslgnwon lah;ttségar ‘ Weekend
- . quiz bowland other challenges ~ “They knew w expect - :
" fhat comprise three rounds, - and took a quick ead aganst | °° 'g?a",}f, D?n',f,“,',’o::,:"’_
" Teams are invited back based - our kids, but the Chelsea kids - 9 -
~on pt:ayrformatmnc;a.h S0 F&déow t;s - ht;nkg 111;1 t{lere atntg camg btg%l; o | -2 “Gala " Raceptllms
."jpre sure is students are - make it close at the end of The
"¢ ‘goingtogetanother shotat put-  competition.” - <[ #Ait tra “399"5“‘"‘ .$788. ﬂll ‘.
. tingChelseainthe goldbox. ~  Created in 2000, the Natlonal |
: He said that his.students . Economics Challenge showcas-
- don’t extensively drilkfor the es high school economics cours-
- tition, mostly relyingon _és and teachers by honoring ~
= wha they have learned along andrewarding high achievers. 4
" the way in'their natural class- It promotes economcs literacy Streteh out weith a book

-ar10.00a4 N

Our Savior Lutheran Church
1515 South M-52, Chelsea (Next to McDonalds)
134-475-1404 www.oursaviorchelsea.com

Egg hunting by age groups thru 4th grade
Spedial prizes
Jon us for some eqg-citing fun!
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Stressed out?

| ‘Good Frlday

... room environment and through - and the need for a high-quality, from Sevendipity. EOIII'II#I‘I'CGISOI‘V'OO
- their studies and homework.. - standards-based economics cur- 1 | HOURS
“We only prepare for a couple riculum in every state, National - §. : ' Mondey, Wednesday, Frdas
“of days when the juniorsare - sponsors are the Council for’ = o "~ A FOam - 5+ 30pm
- outtaking the Michigan Merit ~ Economic Education (www. - °§ \. - _
. Exams-wespendadayrun- - councilforeconedorg)andThe - § = .. vl Settrerday a3
- ningthrough&yplcal econ chal- GonmanSachs Foundation. = I e C Closved Stoaday, Tuesdan
7 lenge qmlonslandthenone .~ Michigan sponsor was -, § i | ¢ N
~ day go through some typical Amerlsure InsuranceCos. =~ § - ' ’ ‘
. quiz bowl type questions.” Founded in 1979, MCEE .
- Forthe 2012 Michigan Eco- (wwwmceeonllne org) is an alli-
] - nomiesChallenge, his students. ance of business, government; - Aprll 22, 2011
- . aregoingtohave someextra . education, and labor leaders to .
) . stti)dsaltnne watl:h qtéltthues;iel)tns “promote, advocattz{l ag}(}l advancc(ei o - 12 15 pm o
: edlow sald that the quatity economxc. personallinance,and - - o * Fully I lnsured o Free Estnmates 0.
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' thelr townsmp bills an d added Plpdmey thda:ﬁr:elsggng :roduclloll.‘ | Y Storm Damage . sm?'nsoresj by tﬁe; -
) ‘;mgetﬂletoxnshlp hast;nad:uall n nazkiunes - 8 Jason Godfrey, Owner - Operator . Dexter Ministerial Association 1 |
: rest only bayments on g REMOVAL n ‘ ' o
_costs, fees and obligations asso- 2 o Wt ' 734 260 0497 'A free=will offering will be: takeﬂ far N e o
~ iated with'the bonds, water | | weriiy v e | ‘ - | Chr/stmas in Acﬂon My
-~ . plant and lawsuits with Norfolk -{ | — i‘ o
| S 'an&Mg aelzl;lancalled e | vatthelangaschmeeadmi:Pmckn:y : Aretlrement mcome for llfe... - - , RN
¥ .~ Kochalso ques- This hilaridus- comedy depicts the | § S : T
"= tlon the point that the township | onstage and backstage antics of°a | i ' a‘nd bi tax savmgs . :
" board's full'involvement spoiled second-rate acting- troupe touring | || - (R ' Our annulties and lRAsoffertax advantages, - RSN ‘ -
talks with Chelsea todcquire | ' . high interest earnings, and a lifetime retirement | [
part of the plant to ease some - - in-an awhu sex farce. Nothing On income. It's not who you gall after retiremeny |- 1 8th A l
o the township's and residents’ -ﬁa;hteha‘tnitezef;irfgzrTﬁt’x:’mna:;' | its who you call BEFORE -~ .. . - | | nnua e
"-“a“?%]ﬁg,e ‘Was never a‘pro | company is desperately trjing to 4‘ g‘aal" ;23';3? ‘h@_,d'ﬁefem e \ Chelsea High Key Club/Chelsea Kiwams Club . 4
* posalfrom the City of Chelsea .| getinto production, despite the-best | el
, ?ggardingthewatgrpjant"’she -4 efforts of the cast, thecrew,andLady _ - -/ R EASTER EGG HUNT L
.. said, “Wwilliams and Merkel " | Luck. Sometimes the. best action | | Rick Eder. ; D
5 -did meet and had discussions | - occurs behind the scenest |~ | 1250 . Main Street |
gilt’}(’l/i%liaglsthfagligrtlamé i »Show tlmes730pm. on .| Cheisea BT R
- Merkel and continued to - ' . .
 when the bourd intervened and | _* With a matinee at~. | wwleckEderAgencycom 0 ‘
- directed Williams to meet with ] 2~°° pm. o April 15“‘ ‘ A

" one other board fiember, but Advance reserve- seating prices | guems

" " he continued to meetonhis - | are $13 for .adults and $11 | } -
cown” | - forstudents and senlors | -]

$he also clalms that the town-“. ~and are on-sale now at Busch’s or |
. ships water and sewer author- - | the Community Education Office’
i ,;.%)tyd’ée‘t’eroeveﬂrﬁ?g&igﬁ; ?vas "1 in Pinckney and Brighton Tux.
- ;oudget, as > 'Any tickets left will be available-at -
|  the case-upon his arrival into - -

| ? townshi office.. - . the’doorfor an additional $2. B
- Koch Invited residents | For more information, call |
.. toattendthenextmeeting, - :| - 810-231-8388 | _
S 'l'bwnship meeﬁ.ngsareheld the, 1 - OLVISH our websne . R - co"usncs

www.cheiseamichambey,

Let us hel you grow your busmess :
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| . ~ Call today 734 475-1145 ; 1 . : :
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' . unt forAges up to 3 yrs. L

FRIDAY NIGHT FISH SPECIAL! | qpmy ooy AR ot

= : Anew membmhlp lml for indivldual: N oA
4:30 PM 10 8:30 PM ; 0 tosupport local businesses - - 1 | ‘ ,10*‘2-0’ : Hunt for Ages 8 and Up
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School d1stricts face masswe budget cuts as dead]me proache

stewardship has become arun-
ning theme for many scheol

_ districts.in Michigan, - L

But now, with Gov. Rick

- Snyder’s new budget slashing -

- pexr-pupil allocation in addinon
to increased costs from the
state’s retirement benefits.sys-
tem, those decigions are becom-
ing nearly impossible for some
districts.

In Van Buren Pubhc Schools
administrators and schoo] -
"' hoard members are focused on
submitting a balanced budget
for the 2011-2012 school year ;
which must be approved by
Junedd. -
Andwitha budget deficit
.7 mil-
on, school officials are faced:

with little choice but to explore |

" unprecedented cuts in order

o remain solvent for the near

future. »

Van Buren school board -
president Martha Toth admits
that it “seems impossible” to

negotiate the $6.7 million deficit-

in the next three months, but -
- Toth said during this process
-they must never lose sight of
 thefact that their job is educat
_ing students.

: “’I‘hatsthehardpartmallof

this, we cannot just look at what

saves money,” Toth said. “We
need to keep trying to improve -
our core service, youcah'tdo
- everything on the cheap, We -
- have tomaintain some quality
standards.” . - |
"Van Buren is not alone in
their mission toremaina. -
solvent school district while
~ facing crippling budget
defleits. Locally districtsin’ - .
deficit includé Ypsilanti, Willow
-Run,Ecorse, Brighton, River
. Rouge, Garden City, Highiand
Park, Detroit, East Detroit, -
Hamtr'amck Hazel Park,
‘Inkster, Oak Park and Pontiac;-

[

' " far past that grace

Van Buren Punns'Schoots.
agmin aﬂcnhﬂs :

| gupii ovefall)
@ Foundation Allowsnce

~ reduction of $470: saseaean’
' -($470per pupil) .

Mlossof American -

Recove and'Readjustment .

Act or Stimulys 1 federal fund-
"ing: $664,072 ($120 pp)

] Lcss of deollnlng enrolk )
ment cate?orlcal tundlng
"$105,665 ($19 per pup!
Loss ot.revenue total:.
ﬁ,m,tzt or “11

Yo,

hl'relected lncmsed

| Renrement Rate mcrease
trom 20. 66 percent to 2446.

year and the next to see the plan

‘through. Toth said that some -

 districts like Willow Run and

. Detroit have been allowoe‘d to go

r
Although there is a slim

chante the Van Buren district

- Allow

S ALY

ron si.onew |
Stssperpcgtl)i S

DESONL otan siis:

acher lnSurance fate '

; increases are uniknown athis

time but estimated at. 15 per
~cent; )$919 890 ($167 per
pupil

a Support Stett lnsurance«
rate increases are unknown at
this time but estimated at 15"
percent: $143.275 (526 per

“ pupil)

ted increases in fuel
litles; which will vary but -

: |s expected 10 be stgnitlcant

total: ss.ozt.teem,
547 wwell '

TM'M.PMG‘IED
BIDGETDEFIBIT'

- $6,726,280

~ instructional staff such as food .
serv1ce and bus drivers. .
* The first step in negotiating

- Van Buren’s budget crunch will

be to ask all 10 school build-

ihgs in the district to submit
plans for to run on a “Minimum

Operating Threshold,” accord-

~ ing to Pam Smart, supervisor of

tlnanclal serv1ces

“What we're doing is asking - ».

‘the building administrators

to let us know;based on con-

- tractual amounts, how many =
students they can have per -
classroom, how many teach-~
ers and secretaries they could
eliminate to run tha
the minimum cost,” Smart said. -

' “That is what we are basing our

- 2011-2012 budgeton.”

pupil cut to the state ] pub -

- lic etucation Foundation -

ce, a loud thud was
heard ound the stateas - "
school administrators’ jaws

" collectively hit the floor. In
addition, it was announced

~* Smart said the September
- count day could bring good

‘news for the district but it is -
not something they are count?
. ingon. . :

" “There are Just somany- = -
-+ inknoWwns right now. If there :
~ were an influx of students, that '

bR gy (oo ke BRI 23k

/\piil | 4, i-)ll ,

‘ selves in unfamiliar territory. -
?ﬁh‘i’}‘éﬁ.’?’g" enallthetalk In Chelsea, school offictals
Adding into what has wdl be forced to dip into their
" become a budgetary perfect - fund balance to the tune.of
- storm, school districtsacross . $1.6 million in order tomeet”
the state will see an increase - decreased revenues as the -
in the Michigan State Public ~ result of an estimated loss of
Employees Retirement System = " 30 students, $300 per pupil cut -
rate from 20.66 percent 102446~ in state funding, §116 per pupu
rcent, or a payroll spike of cut in American Reinvestment
1,077,687 ($195 per pupil) for the and Recovery Act funds and
Van Buren district. , er expected losses to fund
-" Toth said MSPERS'is com-
pletely out of the district’s con- Supermtenlient David -
trol and the retirement spike - Killips said they will also -
"+ has been a driving forcepehind  have trouble dealing with
school districts privatizmg non- . the expected rate increase in

' Yetirement benefits, whichis . -
projected to cost the district ’
nearly $600,000. :
Saline Area Schools is facing
prOJected.hudget reductions - -

around $5.9 million as school

administrators for the first
timeare facing possible cuts -

‘to mstructional staff and pro-
Steve Laatsch assrstant

superintendent for instruction,

- said it will be difficult to negoti-

ate these cuts without somehow

~ impacting education. :
“Weareata

‘we can't cut our way outof

tbuildingat this without impacting instrue- =~
tional programs,” Laatsch said. ~ -
_“Wewant tostay away from
" that as much as possible, and .
“that is what we have been doing
~as we have been cuttingfrom
~ the'budget for the past several”
. 'years,..but now we are looking,
~ ata pretty massive number,”

Saline schools is not in dan-

. ger of going info a deficit spend.
ing situation, and the district

‘will be able to meet $6.7 million that Foundation Allowance dol-.. -would definitely help,” she said boasts around $3 million in fund

in budget cuts by the deadline,

continue working on a plan and

~ they are not in immediate dan-

. ger-of falling into receivership.

~1f the district eventually hits

lars would now include higher

districts into direct competi-
‘tion with universities and com-
munity colleges, = -

Toth said she believes invit- .

- What makes-Van Buren stand that point and submits a deﬁcit ing institutions that are-able to -

| outis that many.of these neigh-

- boring districts have been ina -
- deficit situation for some time,
and River Rouige recently took .
¢« drastic measures in order not to
~ fallinto receivership by asking
" teachers to accept a remarkable
15 percent pay cut over a three-
-.yearcontract. .
Toth said they hope toavoid ™
those kinds of steps, -~ <« -
. If Van Burenis unableto
produce a balanced budget by -
~ the June 30 deadline, school -
_officials must develop and adopt
* & deficit elimination plan and
~ are given a window of time for
the remainder of that tiscal

_elimination plan, they would
. join more than 40 other school -
districts currently in deficit -
spending, and Toth expects -
that number to halloon over-
night when the state budget is
passed. "~ -

~ “Somany of us. cannot cut .

_that drastically-that quickly andh

do not have the fund balance . .
reserves to cover the loss'of Tev-.
-enue,” she said . :

cuts and expenses

. When Gov. Snyder presented
his budget for 2011-2012, which
included a straight 0 per.

charge tuitioh to their students
goes:against the very principle
of Proposal A."

posal A, which added more

ggicated funding sources to the -
ool Aid Fund and promised

to reduce per-pupil funding -
meguity across districts,” Toth -

“There was zero talk or -
speculation. about rolling higher
ed into the same fund,

“And, while the governor
talks equality of sacrifice, why
were community colleges held
harmless with no cuts in his
‘budget? These aspects of the”
budgetingare particularly hard

The irony behind the fact

million high school thanksto
a millage passed in 2008, while
~ staring at a massive budget defi-
cit i not lost on Toth. She said
selling the budget cuts to the -
.general public will be “impos- -
sible "o .
“It is made more difficult in

meeting, we are not discuss-,
ing our dire financial straits,
‘Instead we ave allocating hun- .
" dreds of thousands of dollass
for the new high school,” Toth
 said, “The fact that we can’t use
that thoney for anything outside

- of high school construction |

just doesn't compute in some
peoples minds.” :© =,
- With the expected state bud

. balance. But Laatsch said the

Toth said they will have timeto" education putting public school that VanBuren is buildinga $79 school board will be hesitantto
alioca:lte any of that toward dei‘i
cit reduction.

“Even if we did use fund bai

- ance, we wouldn’t have enough . -
tq.cover it,” he said,

Like all districts throughout

the state, Laatsch said Saline '
-schools.will certainly haveto -
“l believe this is a betrayal ot’ . our case because at every board + get creative tonegotiate the
- projected $6 million reduction.
For example, they just had two i

principals retire and the school
~ board moved to hire internally "

~-and consolidate those posi-
‘tions; Lo
“We also feel that we have -~
 been doing this for a while, but-

these are things that need to j
. be done so that we can 'still be
a successful scboo_l district,”

get cuts and increased expenses, . Laatsch said.

‘some traditionally strong school
_ districts are now ﬁnding them

7— Special ‘Writer Crystal
Hayduk contnbuted to thts story

MEAP results show countvade nnprovement m math somal studles

By EricaMcClain =~ . *

Herliage h‘l'edla _’

- several high scores in math

_including 98 percent proftctency

~ " in third-grade math.

_ Students across Washtenaw S

* County followed the state.

wide trend in the Michigan

Educational Assessment: .

. Program testing, im proving

math and social studies scores °

slrghtly while dropping in read |

ing and science. : '
‘Writing scores, tested only

in fourth and seventh grade,

. were also a sore point for most -

- school districts, with many in -

‘the county- achieving less than

60 percent proficiency. -

. Statewide, just 47percent of ‘Fe
, students met proficiency in the
1 ~fourth grade for writing and 48'
|- percent in seventh grade, -

-In Chelsea; 44 percent of

| -students in fourth grade passed f

proficiency in writing, while

- imseventh grade, 55 perent. of -
- students made the cut. -

- Afidrew Ingall, executtive -

) director of instruction for the ‘

:Chelsed district, said the staff

- knew-writing was an fSsue .

prior to the MEAP results. -

. Consequently, the distfict -
*_has'been investigating using -

a program from Columbia - .
University called the 'Iteachers

.College'Reatting and Writing.

- Project. The program, more -
, " All advertising in- this newspaper is]
s subjecttotheoondniooeintheappliceble :
Lo fedttion.  We - resarve ‘the
. “jaccept an -advertisers order. QOur ad

commonly referred to as the
“Lucy Calkins Writing Preject.
engages students in kinder:-

~ garten through eighth gradeto -

become “avid readers, writers

.and inquirers,” acconding to its
. 'website,” -

“Ingall said the district’sboard

- will vote whether to adopt the

materiaisinMay .
In terms of reading, math,
* science and social studies
- scores, Ingall said Chelsea

trended with the state and had

s ways to be-more successfui ,

- lasthefore the Micbigan N
- Association of: School Boards_
- will raise standards for the -
' MEAP which was voted onin

February A
For Ypsilanti Public Scboois 0
" -,trict"

Community Sehools’ board:
* president, said the MEAP.
‘vesults are just “one pieceof
- data that we use along with
" ‘many other p ieoesoi'datato h

““Math is clearly oui' strongeet
point * Ingall said:
Ingall said the district gener

" ally feels good about where its
scores are, but there is always

- voom for' improvement, and
staff will continue to look care-
fully at the scores and look t‘or

- This year marks the .

‘Assistant -Superintendent

- " Jennifer Martin said thedis- -
“*‘trict is mindful that next year $-
:expectations from the s
- will be increasing, m

g it
“harder for students to attain:

- proficiency. In anticipation -
. ‘oﬁtbat,allscheolswtbinthe :

district are g their .

- ‘curricula-to common core stan-

-«f4rds toensure the success of -
all students moving forward
she said, -

~This year, Martin said scores !
. abouit 90 percent or higher. - :
. -Cobler said the district con-
-sidered MEAP scores impor-
. tant, but the scores don’t tell the *
- whole story about : a student’
- education. ‘

dipped in both math and read-
ingat the middle'school level.
“To increase reading scores,
- the district will begin provid- -
tng additional Title I teachers.
paraprofessionals and after- -
~;school p toassistthe
"elementary and middie scbool
students, she said, -
Manchester. Community

* Schools, one of the top perform»' -
- important, and you don’t get

ers in Waghtenaw County, saw

11 out of 18 tested areas achieve -

a proficiency levef of more than
90 percent. In 17 of 18 areas, the
district outperformed the state .

" average

: “While we are pleased with

.~ encescores decreased s
- -However, most of the district’s
‘proficiency scores all hovered at -
. passed, and in seventh, 52 per
- cent were proficient. . ‘-
- “Weare

. look at the hole person, the

the results our analyeis of
the data is just beginning,"
said Shawn Lewis-Lakin,
Manchester's superintendent

- “For us, what is most important
~is how we use the results of -
‘student achievement datato-
improve learning for students.”
Lewis-Lakin said it’s‘lmpor |

tant to remember that each
" gradé level scofe isunique
 because this year’s fourth- g_rade

~ class is not last year’s:

““Rather than 1ooking at each _
. yearto-year score, we focus

_on trends,” Lewis-Lakin said, -
~ “Overall, what do the scores ', ‘
* suggest about the progress we

makingas & ;chooldls
 Cobler, Dexter

understand how we'redoing.” .

- TheDexter school district

also trended with the state .
. results in that reading and sci ; math remained
- for most grades, Once again -

writingsuffered, in fourth .

lightly,

“Atest. doesn’t tell you how. .

jhard (students) work'or how
+ -they will work togeth :
* teams to produce good work.

erin
Many times, that's the most

thatonatest,” ...
Cobler sald. “You want to

whole student, and not just

- how they perform on a test, but

things like their character and

" citizens, and you don t getany
ot‘ that one a test. -

- aged by the high MEAP scores
achieved inour district. We -
~ believe that our high standards,

- this level of achievement " he v
.said '

- followed the state averages with -

- aisosuffered in writing with

" how they are behavmg as good

_“Sometimes those qualities
are much more importantand
better predictors of how they

‘willdoincollege.” =

" In Saline; in all grades and -
categories, except writing, the’
school district performed above

90 percent proficiency, -

“We contifiue to be encour-

- quality teachers, and extremely

involved parent base make a:

- hugedifference in providing. -

‘Infourth grade, 666 percent

- of students were proficientin
- writing. In seventh, 62.6 perceht’
g _of studentspassedproﬁciency

For Milan students, trends -

reading dipping an average of
abou

- 80 percent proﬁciency, while
above average

grade 40.7 pereent of students

happy withour. -
scoves,” said Superintendent

Bryan Gribach. “We appreciate -
;where we are; and know that we
_‘ean always get better”

-Van Buren Public Schools '_ ,
43.3 percent of students passing

" infourth grade and 362 pencent
~ inseventhgrade,

The math scores showed sig

~nificant improvement since 2006
. forVan Buren but showed some
- declines in reading profictency -

over thesame time. :
Forexample. math pmﬁ '

clency among third graders

g roseiromeepercentinzoosto’ .

986.percent: .

Trends were similar in other ..

~grades through the eighth

grade, althoughmathprofi- -~
_clency declined in later grades, - .

"..from the aforementioned 96

percent proficiency. in the third . i .
. grade, t0 71 percent proficiency .
< inmath among students in the ‘o

. Sthgrade.
Reading proficiency, on the

- - other hand, declined since 2006
‘in grades four through seven, .

but showed improvement in the
.- third and eighith grades. -

~Reading proficiency among 'J |
- VBPS students declined from 87
_ percent in thethind grade, to 78

- percent in the eighth grade, .

.In Belleville High SchOOL
proficlency irt social studies
© Was measured amopg students

-.inthe ninth grade. meiciency

‘wasat72 percent in 2006 and
- 2010,

- Peggy Voight, the curricy- - |
lum director for the Van Buren o
- Publie. Schools, said, “We are -

‘meeting or exci the state

T f.averaee in the third and fourth
. grades.”We feel we’re headed

“~inthe right direction in matb

, annd need to improve in read

Ann Arbor bucked the writ
‘Ing trend, scoring 70.5 percent
infourth grade and 72 7 percent
in seventh grade, with the '

. majority of its reading, math, .

- science and social studies

‘scores marking an averageof -

_about 90 percent..

A detallod repor i available | ’- |

at bttps /oeaa statemi us/

oeaa;’ o

- Copy ednor Tanya Wildt,

staff writefs Kevin Doby, Gerald
- LaVaute and Amy Beltcontnbut
' ’ed to thts story :

-

int too where .
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Letters to the Editor
Letters may be sent to Michelle
Rogers at miogers@heritage.
“com or mailed to Letters, 106 W.
- Michigan Ave, Saline, MI48176

L

Question:

* First, let me explain the things that I m

v . 7

AN

-

This wceelss question

What's your favorite way to pass the time?

A, Read a sood book

B, Garden

| %ev carassplndler 3 | o e
N The reahty of budget cuts in the classroom

'theseclassesllovedasachild o
I want him t6 have field trips. Iwantlnm

I have the students submn ass1gnments

already doing as a high school teacher (to . electronically when possible, even though

- save the district money).

Energy-wise, ! turned do‘wn the thermd

. stat, This doesn't matter, because the boil-

S nga

)EHHHBEOH@

If somebody says thls stuff doesn t

| ‘matter to learning, during last year’s exit

surveys, one of the questions was, “Did the -

climate of the room negatively unpact your

learning?’ - |
"Most of my students rated 1t as “very .

Some teachers crack their wmdows in
the winter — others tape up the vents to~

~* keep the cold air out. As for my classroom,

it depends on'theday -~ - ,
I turn off the lights, when possrble — f

usually by the afternoon, they reoff. If I'm -

- the only ohe in the room, the lights are off. -
- There’s enough hatural light, and the stu-.

-dents prefer it dim - it chills them out and

R helps them concentrate.

I'turn off other electronics. Ibou

- power strip for the computer when leave
for the day. I unplug the CD player and turn -

off the printer uness it's being used.

I'm vigilant in the labs about shutting all -

the computers down and turning off the .

- menitors,’

Supplies-wise, | make sure all textbooks

* ‘more stressed mother won't ithpact my
child’s well-being at all? Or yours?.

are accounted for, because we can't afford
more. I encourage students to buy book cav-

“ers so that the textbooks will last longer.

- 1share supplies. In Spanish, there.are:

" not enough teacher sets for each of us to.

have our own video and audio sets — so-we.

_share. The audio, at least we can burn. The-

videos are dead or dying. due to overuse.
Back in the day, | had workbooks to give

"the students At830a pop, those days are -

gone.
- We used to make copies 'I‘hen we only

" made pertinent copies — no extra pract1ce

- . opportunities.

Then I went to makmgtwo copies to a.

| page. Now, I make a transparency of the <

-~ workbook on the overhead and students do :
iton paper.

I fry tosave on paper by prinung only

" on scrap paper. All my copies for student

-

hand-outs are two-sided, shrunken, font if

-~ possible. That's four sets of instructions
- crammed onto one sheet; and then cut into
strips —evenbetter. - c

I make class sets of poems 35 coptes

.* tobe discussed and then returned to the

teacher at the end of the hour forthe -
next ¢lass to use) or tests (instead of each

_teacher. havmg hlS or her own class set We

S compassin o those with

- we already have unpaid dep

- enough to end busing and “special” pro-. .
grams like art, music and athletics. -
And definitely, the proposed budget cuts
- wijll increase class size.If people are the,
, biggest drain on the system. that's where .
'you save money.,

_money'and we are asked to do more for

the technology support for this is clunky

.and awkward to use.

I save on-toner by printmg in Helvetica -
(not Arial), in econo-mode usmg l(l-pomt

- font.

‘Tsave on staples because the office
stopped buying staples for the copiers. We -
have te hand-staple or have the studentsdo =~

- 1t One class set of the final took 15 minutes.

- When I use the.overhead, I'save the writ- -

- ten-on transparencies and then wash t.hem
. off to reuse.

Now imagine the amount of tiime I spend
saving money instead of calling parents

" and talking to them about thelr child’s *
| progress.

You think the budget cuts already havent
impacted my working conditions, my abil-
itytobea better teacher, yeur ciuld’s ability

“to learn?- .
- Wait; I'm supposed to care about other ,
- people’s kids, but not about my own? -

So if I'm lucky enough to have a job next
year, when I'm grading 200:papers instead -
of 100 — that won’t hurt my child?

- I'm supposed to ignore the attacks on my '-
' collecnve bargaining rights and that won't
hurt mychild? <

An overworked, underpaid, poorer, and

The budget cuts proposed are brutai —
ent heads,

1 do.Spanish Club for free d teachers rou- -

 tinely cover each other’'s classes so that the .
. school won't have to play for a sub, -

Additionally, teachers routinely'spend -

" hundreds or even thousands of dollarson -

- supplies (I spent $300 ¢h my college classes
“this year to maintain certification), but this
" is'the first year that I'll most hkely be“buy”

ing my own paper. .
The proposed budget cutsaredeep -

‘But it cuts both ways, Students cost
them with less money for supplles and less

- pay,
Cuttmg teachers - thetr obs and their-

: . pay.— ultimately hurts stu ents because it
. _erodes my ability to teach. -

Idon’t want my kindergartener gomg to

' ‘schoolinaclassof% I want him to have

" other than him existed, and if they did, if they

* bothered him, they should be silenced.

C.Wateh TV

D). Fxcererse

to spend the first 10 minutes of kindergar- -

' ten getting his'coat hung up and his back-
- pack put away. — not the first hour, while,

the teacher helps all the kids who need

_ “help and he sits at a table, waiting for his
“education to start, or while he waits t'or the

" teacherto help him because his cousin’s old -

_winter coat has buttons that hecan't undo.

Last year: I taught five classes of around
3. I spent a ridiculous. amount of time grad- -

ing, and it left me-drained and worn out.

Those ntimbers are small in the face -
of the per-pupil cuts proposed (8475 last]

- checked), especially with the fact thatthe

School .?lid budget has enough to add 3200
per pup )
Do you want your child to have a teacher .
who is barely getting everything graded
instead of thinking of mteresting, engag-

- ing lesson plans?
At 35 pupils, the rooms got t00 physrcally .

~ small (and I have aslightly larger class- =
room). Last year students would chooseto

%i(t ar;% the register so that they could see the .
Ever if ] can physicaily fit i m more desks,

it's difficult for those students to see the

whiteboard, the overhead or the projector.

In many of my classes, the front seats « .

weye all taken up by special education

- teacher’s requests and notes from parents

and doctors.

~The kids learned if you wanted tosit,

in the front row, you had to have a spectal

reason,

“Ttold thern they could sit on the floor if ¢

'they wanted to, and many-of them did as

soonasl turned the overhead on.

~Classesof 35 mean less than one minute
of individual attention per student. =

‘When I paired stiidents for coriVersation

~ practice, that meant two minutes per group :

— 1 started putting them in groups of three

~ so'that I could make it all the way around

the room before the bell rang.

Do you want yournhrld s high school edu-' |

cation to'consist of six minutes of direct *

| attention from their teather a day?-

‘For Michigai's long-term economic

- recovery, we need to keep K-12 education in ;
" the forefront.”

- Attacking teachers — their umons,th ir

- working conditions, their paychecks, theif’
students —.is not education “reforhi "and - .

it will not save our state. -

+ Weneed lo"'g‘term solutions that address g
structural budget issues. ,

Cara Spindler teaches Spamsh and

';Enghsh at Lee M Thurston H|gh Schoot

-

| “'l‘hereasonwhywevebeensosuooessﬁtlanddlstinguish,‘ |
- ourselves from the intense competition was not only because |- .

‘W‘Removingthataspectis oingtoremovethedtstination :

. mew jobs, then the investinent just might be worth it. -

s Courtesy ot The .Oaktand Press |

is.our torunallloml
Ietittersct,o mp:edimr that deal with
- local issues and are not personal
attacks

Xt
*
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Snyder on track

- except for endir _*g
incentives

pastfew months, we've been extremely supportive
of Gov. Rick Snyder. He appears to be on the

be on ther rlght tratk for
gettinsMichigan back on its economic
lfggmereamafewstepeheietaktngmatwewtshhe
wo

Snyder has announced a flat corporate income fax propoeal

that would eliminate Michigan Economic Growth Authortty

 tax credits, including the film subsidy.
erally thattherearemanycredttsthatshou!d
be?&i?ﬁam b%?:g "re not convmwd the flim subeldy le

onfvhll itis ﬂnanialoutlaytberearesome ot‘tbe
a ¢ 1

credtttleiatneedtobeanab'zedandsomesu reeuits

thatneedtobeacloiowledg

', Oakland County Treasurer and t‘ormer state legislator
Andy Meisner makes some cogent arguments for keeping the
credit,atloast forpow..

- of the size of the credit but thereﬁmdable natum,” Meisner B

, weenjoy and the co: titive advantage over 46 other states i I
that want to attract ﬂﬁmak ers.” :

- He.adds, “we have hundreds and bundreds of tax credits al
and deductjons on the books now— all come with the eaﬁen )
promise of jobs and investment but the difference is the 1
credit is-working and it's obvious. Having the credit on the
‘books as an appropriation brings greater transparendy and
- accountability.”

. Meisner says he wouldllketoseeacom nof theillm: i5
. tax credit to the job creations caused by other credits, For
example. he says there's a vending machine tax. credit tliat
ooststheetate%millionayean '

He proposes analyzing all of thé tax credits on an apples-
toapples basis How many jobs have they created and at what

'l‘be growth of the moviemakmg industry in Michlgan
though still in fts infancy, is real. Two of t,hemostsu
- examples are in Oakland County, -

“In March, irminghamhostedtheUptownFtlmlﬂestival .
.. which1s, dedicated to new films made in Michigan, Over the.
last three years, tax credits have reportedly. created more
" than? ooojobs behind the camera and more than 4,000 in

ttontof ecamert, . . ...
sd;the btgggtaﬁlmto tike advantage ot‘ Michigan's tax -

creditis eportedly to Raleigh Michigan Studios in -

. Pontiac. An estimated 40 million intax credit with $104.8- 3
- million i’} vesmie’ht- ',beenapproved for a movie tobe A _'
-~ filmed in Pontiac. N

,r,nrr,raw Yapou r,m*mrral- *
8 0 It su y i3 a preque “The
- Wonderful Wtzg(rdogp 0z" v p

The excitement and spiritualllttgiventoMlchiganresi
dents from. themounting number ot‘ ﬁims being made te

immeasurable .
" There’s no dotibt .’mmakers are being attracted to -
Michiganand,aem dly; because of the great tax b

" However, since this tax break yields a significant num r ot' |

‘As Meisner suggests, the film credit deserves to be ana-”
yzed and. oomparedto other tax credits‘to measure it' its

Let’s notbe toohaetyin tting l'ld of some that oould
helpdiversify ourecouoxm'ge > thing

t-

WELCOME SPRING AND
GO DETROIT TIGERSI!!!

Let me set: the soene ln attendance at the

" -monthly meeting of a well:known nonprofit at'
'the University of Michigan Turner Resource

* . Center this past -

Saturday lama long ttmeonember o,t" the . f -

.. organization, which is dedicated to social justice, -

' “.

" tolerance and watchmg out t‘or the weak 111 and

" helpless, .

- Seated next 1o me on the back row of seats was

"awoman in her early 70s. She was 4 Ph.D. former-

- Gray haired male.person: please be advised

- »that our soc1ety is populated by many mdiv1duals -
- who are experiencmg various stages of demen ‘

tha, -

ence who has this afftiction.

- Please know that if my friend were preventing

anyone ‘from hearing orunderstanding what the -

-speak r was saymg, we would have left the meet .

associate professor of Nursing from'U of M, ing.

N . formier trustee of the A2 District Library, former

« president of the local chapter of the Michigan -

- Nurses Association, member of the League of

- Women Voters, AAUW member-— and count- -

* less other memberships in community groups, .'

" including being a Gray Panther member. - -
‘She is presently one of the more than 5 million
Amerieans with a form of dementia. -
Sheaccompanied me to the meéting, and she
spoke to me during the speaker s presentatron
about the library lot issue. -
My friend’s comments and the“ti‘mes when
she stood upyto walk around the room were .
- understood by the group’s members as typical ot‘

~‘her eondition, She was not interfermg with the .
: speakersremarks ”
. The speaker did not request that she sit down ‘

“orbe quiet, The speaker knew her and what her .
© cognitive statusis. ~«

- However, seated two rows in frdnt of us next to
the full wall of mirrors was a gray-haired male, -
' wearing 4 gray sweater or shirt, who tutned and
“shushed" me and'my friend.”

-  approached this fellow to tell him that my
~ friend has Alzheimer's and that ] was trying to

* maintain a level of-quiet with her, -

- Now this all-knowing male advised me that I

" was “dlsturbmg the meeting.” -

I-whispered in the gray haired malé's ear that 1

a did not give a “detty based contmentai” what he

‘v»rake another Iook

f‘theb

We did. leave the meetmg early because my

' friend was growingim tient an expressmg

. that she had pain in her ,
“1 pray for tolerance ahd acceptanoe for the :

»gray -haired male who knows who hels, when and

if he reads this opinion piece, -
- "God forbid that he or his find themselves wnh

m the group with no voice of itsown..
R Barbara Hutt Clarke taxpa

Ann Ar

athealthean

. We are hearmg alotof rhetoric from those

“ who want torepeai the recent Aﬁ'ordable Health

Carebill. -

The members ot' Congness who'want to repeal
— both representatives and senators .

- = are blessed with fine health care as part of -

their benefits as the federal government pays 7%
. percent of the cost. These electod people receive
“the kind of health'care thatsmost of us would love
|- to have: Unfortunately, most of us are unable to

+ purchase such health care for ourselves, because

-we canhot afford it. ,
Unlike many Americans, congressronai repre

" sentatives don't pay al} the costs of their health -

care. instead this “Cadillac- -type health care”

SRR

When one attendsa commdmty meeting, don t N DI
-be, strprised that there is-a person in the audx . B

1spa1dt‘or, mpart,byallot' us — theAmerican ,
Vers. Those whose'tax dollats help buy «. -
.“topnotch" health care for these elected officals.
" are regular American taxpayers, including those

. who'cannot afford to buy. medical _insuranoe i‘or

themselves and their families. - -

Another consideration is health' care in the
Umted Kingdom. That country-has provided
health care, including dental care, for al of its -
people for ,nlore,than 50 years. Many Brits will -
. tell you that “civilized nations” provide heajth
- ¢are for their people. Many other déveloped
"countries —including, but not limited toThe -

- Netherlands, Denmark, Canada and Argentlna*-é

- see to it that all their people have health careand

dental carg, Are we a “civilized country” or are
we still living in the days of the old Wi d ‘West?. -

A lot —but not all —of the anti- healthcane =
.rheforic ignores some of. the “real problems’ chil-

¥ - dren without enough to eat, people with setious

. health problems who cannot get health insur- .
~ance,and jobs for those who prefer to be self: sup

o portmg When these unfortunate unemployed
Y ”Wps SR G

“care would.

inthesand.
" “stood together.” We believe. that “we are all ln
- don’t seem to “get it.” But the current negative

- attitudes atiout health care don't it our lo » .
- basic American values. ne timg -

people doﬁndwork tbepaymaynotbeeno Lo
‘to meet their family's needs. It may not allowlgh
- them to buy even minimal health care. | .
.- Wasn't itonly three vears ago that we heard' |
. that if we didn’t do something about our health | -
. taresystem, by the end of the decade, health” |
cost 50 percent of our Gross National o
"+ Product? We seem to.have either- |
j | information, or-we pretend notto

redthatm B
vehg“d SRR
Sometimes, we Americans seem to put our headst

Throughout our history, we Amerieans have

this together.” Helping each other is a part of
our national psyche; éven though some of us .

Should we revise the Aﬁ'ondable llealth Care

. plan? Probably. Should we repeal it? That would |
~be silly unless we have something better to putif

1ts plaoe
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We watched them fromthe » SO D N o o ' R
" -balcony of our hotel room with g - -

the lighted Parthenon across the -
- way, They were very qulet for so
many people. 2
- The next night, around
~ midnight, the fireworks began
—actual fireworks allaround
the city like the Fourth of July
and everywhere people were
-» shouting and running through
‘the streets again shouting,
“Christ is risen!”

Yot are to answer, “He is
risen, indeed" when someone
greets- you with the news.

Breaking their fast, the people
-came out into their yards set
- Up the spits,and roasted whole -

|+ . lambsorsmall goats for their .

e : ) - e

. We needed a - ER
,_-MORTGAG E —aonly
*"'.Unlted would HELP

~

Easter dinners. . :
'l’heareasmellslikeahuge X Iy - T y :
barbecue and everyoneis happy - ' : L AR |
. and singing and shouting the " - . S e
‘news that Christhasrisen.  * : ¢ oo : - :
Wewereonour wayto . < . Sometlmes, 1ttakes out: ofthe boxthmklng toﬁndaﬁnanualsolytlon Havmg been |
tl}l’%ltl%l;lyeoni:‘n a:,tour im\:llater "+ transferred here from Las Vegas and still owning a home there, the Lexcens were  ,
through' ggmegtll%rgiého r};lood i - ‘turned- away for a mortgage by other banks. Then a frlend suggested Umted Not " ._" | 8
— and a woman knocked on the . - -only did the Unlted team respond qulckly and posutwely, they created aworkable' ' .
 bus door; came aboard witha * . ‘solutton and held the loan ‘on their own' portfolia. It was a highly professional, 3
‘Dasket of cookies, and smiled as - yet persgnal experience for the Lexcens — and one that made them believe in the ‘
. she.greeted all these strangers ‘ 3 'ye personal expe .
.- withthe Eastermessageand . . advantage of havmga home-team Wantthat advantage too?CaIl Umted today 5
" gave us eachaspecial - ' . o |

',".
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-cookie. By that time, we had .
picked up the Greek for “Christ
- risen”and"Heisrisen. y ‘
. indeed” — “ Christos Anestit!
. "‘AlithosAnesti'” L o
Cote Iﬂlmkaboutﬂlateveryyear ,
: around Easter, and about how -~
- joyfully the Greeks celebrated: -
Christ s victory over the grave

e o
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U-M closes season with ‘Brigadoon’ Aprll 14-17

The University of Michi an The musical was the winner  bride, Fiona, gather heather for ative team is scenic designer  on Apnl 15 will be post: perfor chhzgan League The Ticket - ”
" Department of Musical Theatre of the 1947 New YorR Drama - the ceremony. their attraction - Vincent Mountain, Asseciate mance discussions moderated  Office is open from 9am.-5pm.

will close the 20102011 season Critics Circle Award.for Best - ‘grows . Professor of Theatre & Drama. . by Gpodrich and featuring .~ Monda throu Friday and-10 -
with Lerner‘ and Loewe’ smusi- -~ Play (the first musical towin But as charming as ‘ Shawn:McCoulloch, a junior ngembers o? the cast. Curtgam am.l g m.'on ggturdayy
cal fantasy “Brigadoon.” . . thé'honor) and garnered Agnes  Brigadoon appears, Tommy and - studept in the Department of Call Fridays offeranoppor- -~ - -Attendees'may also order

‘Limited seating is available  de Mille a Tony Award for Best  Jeff notice anachronisticoddi-  Theatre & Drama, designs cos~.  tunity for audience mempers  tickets by phone at 764-2538 or
for performances at 7:30pm. - Choreography ~ tiesaboutthetown, - -, tumes. Associate Professorof 1o talk with artists about each  online at wwwmusic.umich.
April 14,8 pm, April 15and 16, .- The play was translated onto The schoolmaster, Mr. ™ Theatre & Drama Rob Murphy - production: edu, <o
and at 2 p.m, April 17. An addi- ‘film in 1954 starring Gene Kelly . Lundie, explains that Brigadoon - deSlgns lights. - . . Tickets for “Brlgadoon” are . * ThePowerCenterforthe -
tional performance been and Cyd Charisse. Lernerand  has been blessed by God — in “The sound design is by Jim $24 and $18 for reserved seatmg Performing Arts, located at,
added at 2 pam, April 16, Loewe would go on to write ordertoshield itfromtheevils  Lillie, with hairand makeup ~ or $10 for students with ID. 121 Fletcher St., is wheelchair -

- Associate Professorof - _ “Paint Your Wagon,” “My Fair  of the outside world, thetown design by Erin Kennedy © - Ticketsare availablefor -- - accessible and equlpped with -,
" Musical Theatre Linda . - Lady,” “Cémelot" and “Gigi” for ' “awakens for only one day each. . Lunsford. - purchase at the League Ticket  an infrared listening system for
Goodrich directs, withmusic bothfilmand Broadway, . century. Noone may leaveerr Fonowmg the performance " . Office, located within the . hearing enhancement.
direction by Assistant Professor  The story of “Brigadoon” fol-  the spell be broken and the town - o e s

atherine Walker Adams, ~ lows two young American trav- dxsappear forever,

horeography is by Mark * elers, Tommy and Jeff. Having .~ Strahgers, if they are in
Esposito, . become lost in the mists of the-  love, may choose to stay, Torn

Premieringin 1947, Scottish highlands, they chance __ between the modern world and

" “Brigadoon” established the ~-upon a quaint yillage not on ™ the love growing in his heart for -
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.most successful songwriting swept up in the village’s prepa-  pears once again into the mists.

duos in the Golden Age.of musi- rationsfor a wedding. While ~  Joining Goodrich, Esposito,

cal theater , C 'I‘omrny and the stster of the and Walker Adams on th e cre-

Humane S omety earns honor
“The Humane Socxetyof ' ingyourgoals” - - - mg all Of Washtenaw County,_

Huron Valley was honoredby - HSHV ranked ﬁrst amongall | Canton and Plymouth, .
“the Michigan Pet Fund Alliance  of the large animalsheltersin- = . HSHV is not affiliated with,

Conference” held March 251 in, tics (large shelters take inover ~ from,the Michigan Humane

- Representatives from anuhal » Michigan Humane Socety:
shelters and rescue organiza- 28 percent save rate (three shel- |

tion across the state were in ters combined). . -
attendance, - - . -+Macomb County~Animal

. 'The Huiane Somety of .. Shelter: 26 percent save rate.. -
Huron Valley, located in t » Genesee County Animal ~ -
‘Washtenaw County andnot *~ Control; 18 percent save rate,
affiliated with the Mtchxgan " sKent County Animal. -~ -
Humane Society, was presented. Shelter: 17 percent save rate,
with the “Outstanding Large =~ HSHV isthe only animal

CE];{t Ss]g\‘r;a rate in2009. t ~ that ta(lltels inall unwlz)inte‘ld; ..d;t : f =

'scurrent saveratejs - ‘injured, lost, stray, abandone ‘ . _ ‘
81 percent, with a goal of 85 per- ~ and abused animals, helping 2011 ChBVlﬂlﬂ IBIIP “9 200 201 1 chevrolet 2011 Ghevrolet E’SL (S:Tlt)\ﬂ PACKAGE! |
cent for2011. - more than 10,000 dogs, cats, rab- ‘cl'lllﬂ Eco Ma"b“ M $22,98 3||va|'ado 1500 414 MSRP $35,040

““We are very honored hy this bits and other Small animals -
award " said HSHV Executive - every year.
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