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Sylvan TWp 
officials fire 
back at 
former 
supervisor 
By Sepn balton 
Heritage Media 

After former Township 
Supervisor Michael Williams > 
went on the record with the 
Chelsea Standard last week 
regarding Sylvan's financial 
troubles, Township Clerk 
LuAnn Koch fired back Monday 

Koch began by calling 
Williams'performance as 

"(He) rarely showed 
up . . . in 2008 he was 
late or never showed 
up 49 out of 55 days, 

and July through 
November (the end 
of his term) he did 

not hold any business 
hours at all." 

LUANN KOCH 
• Clerk, Sylvan Township 

township supervisor into ques­
tion: "(He) rarely showed up 
.,. in 2008 he was late or never 
showed up 49 out of 55 days, and 
July through November (the 
end of his term) he didnot hold 
any business hours at all," in 
addition to allegedly failing to 
participate in the 2008 Board of 
Review or vote in the 2008 pri­
mary election. ' 

She added that the four law­
suits filed against the township 

, were done so "under his watch/' 
and characterized Williams as 
disorganized and non-compliant 
wjth township rules regarding 
that he not "(keep) township " 
information on his computer" 
and that he "failed to comply 
with township policy to turn 
over all township information 
andemails. , 
' "The policy was adopted dur­

ing his term and received his 
vote/'Kochsaid.'* 
, Going back to the lawsuits, 
Koch said that in 2007 suit was 
filed "because he couldn't get a 
development agreement signed 
(between the township and the, 
developers)," in addition to •% 
"faU(ing) to ge^tthe rest area in 
Lima Township connected to 
Sylvan's water and sewer seiyv 
vices" and "failed to get the rest 
areain Grass Lake Township 
connected (as well," under 
agreements in place that allow 
Grass Lake and Sylvan to make 
such utility connections. 

"(Williams)failedtogetScio 
ToWnship connected to sewer 
service, failed to get other high 
end scaled users connected 
f̂o water service* all of which :\\ 
would have helped or elimi­
nated the issue at hand," Koch 
continued. -

She addressed Williams' 
assertions point-by-point.. 

Koch $ays that the special 
assessment district established 
to pay for the bonds is legal. 

She also said that the town­
ship residents are not going to 
see the effects of the lawsuits on 

PLEASE SEE SYLVAM/3-A 

1 WttKWMR 

vjVV l̂Bvl W ™ ftOil&fil. 

Photos by BurrrU Strong R . 
George Till speaks to a crowd at the Chetaee Depot abom how Michigan played a cnidal part 

150 years later 
Society honors 
Civil War 
anniversary 
B/ Crystal Hayduk ' " 
Special Writer-

* 
o commemorate the 
official start of the 
Civil War on April 12, 
1861, the Chelsea Area 
Historical Society 

sponsored a presentation by 
George Till, local Civil War 
aficionado and re-enactor on 
Monday evening at the Depot. 

Till shared his expertise 
and memorabilia gathered 
over more than twenty years 
of research and work with 
the 24th Michigan Infantry 
reenactment group. He said 
that Michigan played a cru­
cial role in the Civil War, 
sending more troops to the 
front than any other state 
except for New York. 

Till began his presentation 
by naming a number of local 
men, the battles they fought 
in, and interesting facts 
about their lives as soldiers 
or in Chelsea. Over 100 Civil 
War veterans are buried in 
Chelsea, and Till encouraged 
audience members to visit 
thegraves. 

"It may sound macabre, but 
architects designed cemeter­
ies in those days, and people 
would often take their Rand 
Ron Sundays, visiting the 
graves of loved ones," he said. 

According to Till, the 
24th Michigan Infantry was 
formed in 1862 as a volunteer 
regiment when President 
Abraham Lincoln called for 
more troops, and became part 
of the famed Iron Brigade. 

The 24th in the Civil War 
was like what we would con­
sider the Special Forces today 
They were tough dudes - men 

TO helps Jaden Cobb, 9, of Chelsea pto on a U n ^ 
carrying supplies. 

who were accustomed to liv­
ing off the land and were good 
with guns," he said. 

Till explained and displayed 
the clothing and possessions 
of the typical 24th Michigan 
soldier in detail. He shared 
his uniform and equipment by 
dressing up 9-year-old audience 
member Jaden Cobb to show 
the difficulties of carrying sup­
plies into battle. 

Till discussed the living , 
conditions that the soldiers 
ehdured, and passed out sam­
ples of hard tack, the unleav­
ened bread that was their main 
source of sustenance. 

Till demonstrated the mul-
' tiple steps involved in loading 
the "workhorseof the Union 
Army" the 1861 Springfield 

Rifle Musket, a 58K l̂iber weap­
on with a 20-yard killing range, 

He also exhibited the foot 
soldier's saber, a bayonet and a 
Confederate officer's 1851 Colt 
revolver. 

Till explained that officers 
? usedswords to direct the troops 

rather than for combat, 
The Civil War is a com­

mon topic for movies, and; 
•rfTill recommendecTseveral, 

including "The ttunlex" "Gods 
and Generals," which he 
appeared in, "Gettysburg," 
with Jeff Daniels, and the mul­
tiple Academy Award winner, 
"Glory'' 

, "MywifeDianne asked me, 
'Doesn't re-enacting glorify 

.War?'No," Till said "We try ,'• 
to showjiow horrible war is, 

but we also want to help people 
understand %" 

". Till ended the program 
by reading Jeff Daniels' for­
ward to the hookiA Distant , 
Thunder: Michigan in the Civil 
War" by Richard Bak, Daniels 
wrote about standing on Little 
Round Top in Gettysburg and 
feeling the presence of the men 
who fought on the battlefield so 
htariy yearsago. 

"With the sesiiicentennial . 
at hand, this is a great time 
to take advantage of learning 
more about the Civil War and 
Sow it shaped the way our 
country is today," Till said* 

Fbr more information about 
the local connection to the Civil 
Wat contact the Chelsea Area 
Historical Society at 734476-2010. 

Weave the Web: 
Make sure to click 

on www.herrtage.com 
around the clock for the 
most in-depth coverage <?f 
Washtenaw County. One of 
our "Most Viewed" stories is 
"Movie Review: Brand worthi­
ly recast in 'Arthur' remake" 

Check out our video: 
• 2forU 
• Restart the Heart 
• Daisy troop 41235" 

says Pledge of Allegiance 
. • VBT seniors volunteer 
recognition breakfast . 
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• * * b y monster" 

Connect with 
Hotlobs by Monster: 

Click on the "jobs" tab 
on the home page of our 
website or go directly to 
http://jobs.heritage.com. 

• ' ^¾¾^¾¾¾¾ 

JolnusonlWIttoK 
Become a Chelsea 

Standard follower. Click on 
the Twitter tab on the home 
page of our website or go 
directly to http://twltter.com/ 
ChelseaDexter. 

Join us on Facebook: 
We already have 308 fans 

on Facebook, Click on the 
Facebook tab on the home ' 
page of Our website or 
search for us on Facebook. 

The Marketplace: 
Local ads are just a hop 

away at the Mleentral.com 
marketplace. White you are 
there, you can check out 
all the special supplements 
of Journal Register Co. 
newspapers in Michigan. 

. Clicker)•marketplace". 
: on the home page of our 
webs'rte or go directly to www. 
marketplace.micerrtraJ.com/ 

' ROP/Categoriesaspx. -
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Stkff 11S217 

•V*', ' 

^Aaftf f i i l 

TOURING EDITION 

Slk# 11S24E 

FOR 36 MO 

W gpr g&W% 

:•, (> i i r r n P L H T A S T A H E N G I N E , F R O N T A N D S I D E A I R S A G S A N T I L O C K S H A K E S 

I ' O W f II SL IDING DOORS POWER.L lLTGAT£ AUTOMATIC H E A D L A M P S STEERING 

WHEEL M O U t i r i D AUDIO CONTROLS PLUS MUCH MORE 

, fcOlllDodqS 
EraiTdfCaravani 

EXPRESS 
U-CONNECr HANDS FREE GROUP. BLUETOOTH STREAMING AUDIO 

SIRIUS SATELLITE RADIO. AUDIO JACK INPUT EOR MOBILE DEVICES 
LATCH HEADY CHILD SEAT ANCHOR SYSTEM 

PURCHASE 
FOfl 

ici< 
(OR LESS) 

WE MAKE CAR BUYING FUN WITH SAME DAY DELIVERY!*** PLUS $9.95 OIL CHANGES ALWAYS! 

2011 Dodge 
Journey 
MAINSTREET EDITION 

3v~ 
Stktf 11S252 

LEASE 
FOR 36 MO. 

3.6-LITER y6 ENGINE, 17" ALUMINUM WHEELS, REMOTE START SYSTEM, SECURITY ALARM, 
POWER SEAT, TRIP COMPUTER W/TEMPAND COMPASS, 8.4" TOUCH SCREEN RADIO DISPLAY, 3 

ZONE TEMPERATURE CONTROL, 6 PREMIUM SPEAKERS WITH 3UBWOOFER. 

2011 Dodge 
Caliber 
MAINSTREET EDITION 

I 
Stks 11S591 

LEASE FOR 
36 MONTH 

\-r\ 

2.0-LITER 4 CYL ENGINE, POWER WINDOWSTLOCKS/MIRRORS, MEDIA CENTER RADIO, 
CVTTRANSAXLE. 

2011 Dodge 
Durango 
CREW 

Stk# 11S283 

FOR 36 MO. 
* T : 

'J^ffriL.iiiiH-p—1 ' 

m^Mt&i 
K.iffih 

ALL NEW 6.7-LITER V8 HEMI ENGINES SPEED AUTOMATIC TRANSMISSION, 3 ROW SEATING, 
TRAILER SWAY DAMPENING, FLEXIBLE FUEL VEHICLE, PLUS MUCH MORE. 

QUAD CAB ST 4X4 mo«° -<a i i r 

Hil 

Stk# 11S79<" * (' 

*»" '/LEASER 
FOR-36 MO. 

mm 

ttr^rM 

4.7-LITERA/8 ENGINE, CHROME APPEARANCE GROUP, POWER WINDOWS, LOCKS, MIRRORS, 
' • - ' " CLOTH 40/20/40/BENCH SEAT. 

2011 Chrysler 200 

mm? 
Stk# 11S343 

FOR 36 MO ini. IMPORTED FROM DETROIT 

201 lJeep Liberty 
SPORT 4X4 

tiMflWttbiffiaffiesaag' 

Stkff 11S362 

LEASE 
FOR 36 MO. 

mam 
2.4-LITER 14 ENGINE, POWER SEAT, Bl-f UNCTION HALOGEN PROJECTOR HEADLAMPS, MEDIA 
CENTER TOUCH'SCREEN RADIO, 17" ALUMINUM WHEELS, ELECTRONIC STABILITY PROGRAM, 

SECURITY ALARM. J. — 

3.7- LITER V6 ENGINE, POWER WINDOWS/ LOCKS/ MIRRORS, ALUMINUM WHEELS, 
SUNSCREEN GLASS, FOG LAMPS. 

2011 JeepiPatriot 
$jjg&/*^#><'i$^<tf£f • •-*?! 

,S ir P j u s - ' 

2011 Jeep 
Wrangler 
SPORT 4X4 

••<-?..!• * J L Mitel 

S t k * 11S139 

L E A S E 
FOR 36 MO. 

2.4-LITER 4 CYL 172 HP ENGINE, 17" ALUMINUM WHEELS, HEATED 8EATS, UCONNECT VOICE 
COMMAND WITH BLUETOOTH USB PORT FOR MOBILE OEVICES, SIRIUS SATELLITE RADIO, 

REMOTE STARTER, STEERING WHEEL MOUNTED AUDIO CONTROLS. 

S t k * 11S89-

LEASE 
FOR 36 MO. 

3.8-t.tTER V8 ENGINE, AUTOMATIC, A/C, SIRIUS SATELUTE RADIO, EASY FOLD SOFT TOP. 

LAFDNTAIN-E 
^. +. vt ^ • y; 
ELITE FIVE STAR 

Sales Department Opens Daily At 
7:30am For Your Convenience! 

1669183731 
900 W. Michigan Ave. • SALINE 
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Students go far in economics competition 
By Sean Dalton 
Heritage Media, 8* 

Placement Economics > 
instructor Matthew Pedloto says 
that his CHS students are going 
to continue to go for gold in the 

. Michigan Economics Challenge, 
This year's compeidtion, 

t|ie No, 10 thus far, resulted in 
Pedlow's students taking both 
bronze and silver in the competi­
tion for the fourth ye^r in a row. 

Rival school International 
Academy of Bloomfield Hills 
took first place and will go on 

Jo the regional phase of the -
'national competition with 
fhopesof moyingon to the 
/national competition being held 
finNewYorkonMay23. 
i- The team received, a silver 0f his studerife are the best the 
jmedal in the Adam Smith Divi- -Chelsea has to offer and that 
sion, which challenges advanced theirperformance at the com 

The following student* were on the s*cond<piace team 
for Cheteaa ftgh School: Martin Karris (left), Marc 
VYeofcvejoVCara BtooraKyie Hosf Bnger. Standing with 
them is teacher Matt Podtow> 

TREE REMOVAL 

placement, inter national bacca 
. laureate and honors students, 

'•• Chelsea was hot represented. 
in the Dayid-Ricardo Division, 

'which challenges single-semes­
ter general economics students. 
! "My students should be 
'• proud," Pedlow said. "They really 
; know their stuff from the work 
t̂hey put in throughout the year." 

1 The competition was held 
Jin Novi this year. It involved â  
• written portion, followed by a 
quiz bowl and other challenges 
t̂hat comprise three rounds. 

Teams are invited back based 
;on performance, so Pedlow is 
pretty sure that his students are 
going to get another shot at put­
ting Chelsea in the gold box. 

He said that his students 
don't extensively driUfor the 
competition, mostly relying on 

_. what they have learned along 
the way in their natural class­
room environment and through 
their studies and homework,, 

"We only prepare for a couple 
of days when the juniors are 
out taking the Michigan Merit 
Exams - we spend a4ay run­
ning through typical econ chal­
lenge questions^and then one 
day go through some typical ' 
quiz bowl type questions." 

Fbr the 2012 Michigan Eco­
nomies Challenge, his students 
are going to have some extra 
study time with quiz questions 

Pedlow said that the quality 

petition reflects how well they 
do on their advanced placement 
exam each May. 

But still, there's room for 
improvement and it's going to 
happen: 

'̂To get there four times" 
and lose each time to the 
International School is tough," 
Pedlow said/'They are well 
coached, and this year the team 
was made up of kids who had 

. previously won last year. 
"They knew what to expect 

and took a quick lead against 
our kids, but the Chelsea kids 
hung in there and came back to 
make it close at the end of the 
competition." 

Created in 2000, the National 
Economics Challenge showcas­
es high school economics cours­
es and teachers by honoring 
and rewarding high achievers. 
It promotes economics literacy 
and the need for a high-quality, 
standards-based economics cur­
riculum in every state. National 
sponsors are the Council for -
Economic Education (www. -
councilforeconed.org) and The 
Goldman Sachs Foundation, 
Michigan sponsor was , 
Amerisure Insurance Cos, 
. Founded in 1970, MCEE 
(www.mceeonline.org) is an alii: 
ance of business, government, 
education, and labor leadejrs to 
promote, advocate, and advance 
economic, personal finance, and 

entrepreneurship education to 
Michigan citizens, teachers and 
students. 

"The Economics Challenge is 
an opportunity for economics 
students to really shine in an 
exciting and engaging compe­
tition with their peers," said 

David Dieterle, President of the 
Michigan Council on Economics 
Education. "We really have some 
of: Michigan's best and brightest 
students in this competition." 

Twenty-eight teams from V 
eleven high schools competed in 
this year's competition. 

Mfimnria l rlav J ' Memorial Day 
Weekend 

•3 Nights-6 Meals at the 
Grand Dining Room 

•2 "Gala" Receptions 
•All transportation.'.. $788.00 

JACKSON TRIPPERS 
784-8908 or 

1.800-482-5761 
www.mytrippers.com 
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their township bills, and added 
that the township has made all :, 
interest only payments on all 
costs, fees and obligations asso­
ciated with the bonds, water 
plant and lawsuits with Norfolk 
and Magellan. 
< Koch also called into ques­
tion the point that the township 
board's fulTinvolvement spoiled 
talks with Chelsea to acquire 
part of the plant to ease some 
of the township's and residents' 
liability. •', 
. "Therewas never a pro­
posal from the City of Chelsea 
regarding the water plant,"" she • 
said. "Wwilliams and Merkel 
did meet and had discussions 
buHVilliams then alienated 
Merkel and continued to meet 
with the City alone. That is 

: When the board intervened and,t 
directed Williams to meet with 
one other board member, but 

< he continued to meet on his 
own," 

4he also claims that the town-
. ships water and sewer author­

ity never operated without a 
, budget, as Williams claims was 
the case upon his arriyaljnto"-
township office. 

Koch invited residents 
to attend the next meeting! 
Township meetings are held the 
first Tuesday or every month at 
• Sylvan Township Hall. 
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4W<ets are now on sale 4 M M N H ^ ^ 
PincKney Players'spring production, 

Michael fiayn's . 

at the JaneTaschTheatre in Pinckney. 
This hilarfdus comedy depicts the 
onstage and backstage antics of a 
second-rate acting troupe touring 
in ah awful sex farce. Nothing On 
Is the title of this pjay-within-a-
p4ay that the^iredor of trie theatre 
company is desperately trying to 
get into production, despite the^est 
efforts of the cast, the crew, and Lady 
Luck. Sometimes the best action 

occurs behind the scenes! 
Show times 7:30 p.m. on 

April 15th and 16th, 
with a matinee a r 

2:00 p.m. on April 16th. 
Advance reserve sealing prices 
are 513 for adults and $11 

for students and seniors 
and are on-*ale now at Busch's or 
the Community Education Office 

l in Pinckney and BrightonTux. 
Any tickets left will be available at 

the/dpor for an additional $2. 

Fbr more information, call 
810-231-8388 

ot visit our website 
WWWtPlnclffleyplayeffcon). 
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Fully Insured • Free Estimates 
•Experienced Climber ~ 

[• Firewood Delivery • Land & Lot Cleaning 
'•Tree Removal • Brush Chipping 
l.traeTrimrning ; « $ f ^ 
• Stump Grinding •Pruning 
• Storm Damage • BBB Member 

Jason Godfrey, Owner • Operator 

734-260-0497 

A retirement income for life... *;•'•'. J 

and big tax sayings 
Our annuities and IRAs offer fax advantages, 
high interest earnings, and a lifetime retirement 
income- It's not who you call after retire; 
it's who you call BEFORE 
that makes the difference. 
Call today! ; 

RickEder 
1250 S. Main Street 

Chejsea 

734-475-4576 
www.RickEderAgency.com 

FABMBVHEAU 
INSURANCE' 

MICMtOAN'8 INSURANCE COMPANY 

SPRING IS HERE 
Kl 1)1)1 \ l \ \ I VKMSKI SI \l K\M ISOPr.N I OR I III 1« 

FRIDAY NIGHT FISH SPECIAL! 
4:30 PM TO 8:3(1 PM 

:%3ll 
m* 

?*f Si) 

Chelsea 
Area 

Chamber News 
CHELSEA AREA CHAMBERt)F 

COMMERCE 
www.chtftMmtetwmbar.org 

Let us help you grow your business 
Join the CHELSEA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 

- - Call today 734 475-1145 
Accepting 2011 Memberships 

<>../. <)\ ( <)!> 

: \\i> KOI i v. 
I^ W Ml Mil I 

HAS i I;K IMNNKR 
BUI I I I Ham 4 pm 
Adults $16.50 
Children 6 to 11 ....$6,-95 

5 and under F R K K 
\ < ^ ^ ™ ^ ^ - I • r 11 S< i \ K ( U 
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RIMKWIIONS 
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\ Se;i lv |X(I 
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A new membership level for Individuals > ; 
v ; , tasupport local businnsses' 

'Call 475-1145 to find out more Information about 
Chelsea Business Boosters 

• •' - •• - • ••" • ' - ' - — ' - \ ' i • • y j I I ' i i n ' i ' i n M I M I H I i 1 i \iC\ i i ' • ' ' • ' •• • - \ - ' - - : ^ - - - ^ j -

A special thanks to our rflnawlnp meirthartf 
-Charles Reirihart Realtors 

Chelsea Big Boy *; 
Zion Luthern Church 

-Susan E 2ale Law Office 
m WOMKHHM like to weicomo our new members; 

, Chelsea Grille 
Twisted Stitches ' •. .' e 

Welcome to our newest Chelsea Business Boosters: 
' . . - • • ' • Art and Carol Oils 

*\WM* 
Qris«B9H 

k..;iel • ( heKei i • •' U: 4 ' - M) U 
For 
I n f o r m a t i o n Cal l <734) 475-1145 

"Sprieg HlBb WlBdssfe sonlBgr 

Call About Removal Of 
Hazardous And Dead Trees 

FIREWOOO 
' Available 

. w*\m •'' I I I B B i I N v i 
Swing OeflBf. Chtlsta, SaliM.Miln^lUnetotter and Ann Arbor Ibrovtr 48 yunl 

(734) 4 2 6 - 8 8 0 9 

i- 11th Annual 
Egg-stravaganza! 

SATURDAY, APRIL 23RD 

AT 10:00AM 

Our Savior Lutheran Church 
1515 South 11-52, Chelsea (Next to McDonalds) ,, 

734-475-1404 www.oursaviorchelsea.com h 
f Egg hunting by age groups thru 4th grade <^. M 

Special prizes ...-,1 

Join us for some egg-citing fun! 

- Good Friday 
Ecumenical Service 

* , 

April 22,2011 
= 12:15 pm 

8 1 Joseph Catholic Church 
Corner of Mart & N. Territorial Rd. 

Dexter, Ml 
i -ii'iifiiirni J , \' 

; Sponsored by the 
Dexter Ministerial Association 

A free*will offering will betaken for 
Christmas in Action 

- \ 

18th Annual 
Chelsea High Key Club/Chelsea Kiwanis Club 

EASTER EGG HUNT 

Saturday, April 23,2011 
9:45.? Easter Bunny Appears 
10:00 Hantf6rAgesupto3yrs. 
10:10 Hunt rprAges 4-7 yrs, 

- 10:20 Hunt for Ages 8 an3 Up. 

Hunt will take placejrt: 

Chelsea RetirementCommunity/Methodist Home 
805 West Middle Street 

Chelsea, Michigan 48118 
Parking on W. Middle Street only 

> •Over 2,500 plastic eggs containing soft candy 

'./>•.V' •Special-prizes for each age group • 
"Check Your Egg Before You Leave" 

o •SERVING THE SCHOOLAND CdMMVNtTY SINCE 1963 

• *•* > « * • 

m 
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http://councilforeconed.org
http://www.mceeonline.org
http://www.mytrippers.com
http://www.RickEderAgency.com
http://www.chtftMmtetwmbar.org
http://Ki-lxMrv.il
http://www.oursaviorchelsea.com
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stewardship has become a run­
ning theme for many school 
districtsin Michigan, 

But now, with Gov. Rick 
Snyder's new budget slashing 
per,-pupil allocation in addition 
to increased costs from the 
state's retirement benefitSvsys-
teni* those decisions are becom­
ing nearly impossible for some 
districts. 

In Van Buren Public Schools, 
administrators and school 
board members are focused on 
submitting a balanced budget 
for the 2011-2012 school year , 
which must be approved by 
June30. 

And with a budget deficit 
projected at more than $6.7 mil­
lion, school officials are faced 
with little choice but to explore 
unprecedented cuts in order 
to remain solvent for the near 
future. > 

Van Buren school board 
president Martha Toth admits 
thatjt "seems impossible" to 
negotiate the $6.7 million deficit-
in the next three months, but 
Toth said during this process 
they must never lose sight of 
the fact that their job is educat­
ing students. 

"That's the hard part in all of 
this, we cannot just look at what 
saves money" Toth said. "We 
need to keep trying to improve 
our core service, you cali't do 
everything on the cheap. We 
have to maintain some quality 
standards." 

Van Buren is not alone in • 
their mission to remain a -
solvent school district while 
facing crippling budget 
deficits. Locally/districts in 
deficit include' Ypsilanti, Willow 
RiuvEcorse, Brighton, River 
Rouge, Garden City, Highland . 
Park, Petroit, East Detroit, , 
Hamtramck, Hazel Park, 
Inkster, Oak Park and Pontiacr-

What makes Van Buren stand 
out is that many of these neigh­
boring districts have been in a > 
deficit situation for some time, 
and River Rouge recently took 

«• drastic measures in order not to 
fall into receivership by asking 
teachers to accept a remarkable 
15 percent pay cut over a three-
year contract '•' 

Toth said they hope to avoid 
those kinds of steps. 

If Van Buren is unable to 
produce a balanced budget by 
the June 30 deadline, school 
officials must develop and adopt 
a deficit elimination plan and 
are. given a window of time for 
the remainder of that fiscal ' 

i 
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Van Buren Putjlic Schools , 
a0ministratlonr^ protected ' 
the following revenue losses for 
201M2 budget year; r 

. 1 loss otper-pupil fuhdjhg. * 
due to projected student loss 
of 64 (demographer's best 
guess): $341,760 (or $62 per 
pupil overall);, 

• Foundation Allowance 
reduction of $470: $2,593,634 
($470"per pupil) , ; . /• r 

• Loss of American .* v 
Recovery and'Readjustment, 
Act or Stimulus 1 federal fund* 
ing: $664,072 ($120 p p K 

• Loss of declining enroll­
ment categorical funding: 

h$105,665 ($19 per pupil) 

percent of payroll: $t,D77,697 
($196 per pupil) . 

•Step Increases that were 
frozen this year but expected, 
forr)exiyear:$880,307($160 
per'pupli) 

•Teacher Insurance rate 
increases are unknown at this 
time but estimated at 15 per* 
«ent: $919,890 ($167 per 
pupil) 

• Support Staff Insurance 
rate increases are unknown at 
this time but estimated at 15 
percent: $143,275 ($26 per 
pupil) , • :• / ' . 
i i ' . • . ' . ' • ' • 

•Expected increases in fuel 
and utilities, which will vary but 
is expected to be significant 

Loss of revenue total: Expenditure Increase 
$3,705,121 or $671 total: $3,021,159 or 
per pupil $547 per pupil 

TOTAL PROJECTED 

. • Retirement Rate Increase 
from 20,66 percent to 24.46. 

year and the next to see the plan 
through. Toth said that some 
districts like Willow Run and 
Detroit have been allowed to go 
far past that grace period. • 

Although there is a slim -
chance the Van Buren district 
will be able to meet $6.7 million 
in budget cuts by the deadline, 
Toth said they will have time to 
continue working on a plan and 
they are not in immediate dan­
ger of falling into receivership. 
If the district eventually hits 
that point and submits a deficit 
elimination plan, they would 
join more than 40 other school 
districts currently in deficit 
spending, and Toth expects 
that number to galloon over­
night when the state budget is 
passed. :"" • 

"So many of us cannot cut. 
that drastically that quickly and 
do not have the fund balance 
reserves to cover the loss'of rev­
enue," she said. •' '• . 

a • • • 

Cuts and expenses. 
When Gov. Snyder presented 

his budget for 2011-2012, which 
included a straight $470 per 

$8,726,280 

pupil cut to the state's pub­
lic education Foundation 
Allowance, a loud thud was 
heard around the state as 
school administrators' jaws 
collectively hit the floor. In 
addition, it was announced 
that Foundation Allowance dol­
lars would now include higher 
education putting public school 
districts into direct competi­
tion with universities and com­
munity colleges. 

Toth said she believes invit- , 
ing institutions that are-able to 
charge tuition to their students 
goesagainst the very principle 
of Proposal A. 

"I believe this is a betrayal of 
Proposal A, which added more 
dedicated funding sources to the 
School Aid Fund and promised 
to reduce per-pupil funding 
inequity across districts" Toth 
said, "There was zero talk or 
speculation about rolling higher 
ed into the same fund, 

"And, while the governor 
talks 'equality of sacrifice,' why 
were community colleges held 
harmless with no cuts in his 
budget? These aspects of the 
budgeting are particularly hard 

to stomach; given all the talk 
about fairness." 

Adding into what has 
become a budgetary perfect 
stprm, school districts across 
the state wiU see an increase 
m the Michigan State Pubhc 
Employees Retirement System 
rate from 20.66 percent to 24.46 
percent or a payroll spike of 
$1,077,687 ($1& per pupil) for the 
Van Buren district. 

Toth said MSPERSIs com­
pletely out of the district's con­
trol and the retirement spike 
has been a driving forceiehind 
school districts privatizing non-
instructional staff such as food -
service and bus drivers. 
• The first step in negotiating 
Van Buren's budget crunch will 
be to ask all 10 school build­
ings in the district to submit 
plans for to run on a "Minimum 
Operating Threshold," accord­
ing to Pam Smart, supervisor of 
financial services. 
• "What we're doing is asking 
the building administrators 
to let us know;based on con­
tractual amounts, how many 
students they can have per 
classroom, how many teach-" 
ers and secretaries they could 
eliminate to run that building at 
the minimum cost," Smart said. 
"That is what we are basing our 
2011-2012 budgefon." 
•' Smart said the September 
count day could bring good 
news for the district but it is , 
not something they are count* 
ing on. 

"There are just so many -
^unknownsright now. If there , 
were an influx of students, that 
,wbuld definitely help," she said. 

The irony behind the fact 
that Vanfiuren is building a $79 
million high school thanks to 
a millage passed in 2008, while 
staring at a massive budget defi­
cit is not lost on Toth. §he said 
selling the budget cuts to the 
general public will be "impos­
sible." 

"It is made more difficult in 
our case because at every board * 
meeting, we are not discuss-, 
ing our dire financial straits, 
instead we are allocating hun­
dreds of thousands of dollars 
for the new high school," Toth 
said. "The fact that we can't use 
that money for anything outside 
of high school construction 
just doesn't compute in some 
peoples'minds." 

With the expected state bud­
get cuts and increased expenses, 
some traditionally strong school 
districts are now finding them­

selves m unfamiliar territory. 
In Chelsea, school officials 

will be forced to cjip into their 
fund balance to the rune of 
$1.6 million in order to meet 
decreased revenues as the 
result of an estimated loss of 
SO students, $300 per pupil cut 
in state funding, $116 per pupil 
cut in American Reinvestment 
and Recovery Act funds and 
other expected losses to fund­
ing. ' 

Superintendent David 
Killips said they will also • 
have trouble dealing with 
the expected rate increase in 
Vetirement benefits, which is 
projected to cost the district 
nearly $600,000. 

Saline Area Schools is facing 
projectedbudget reductions 
around $5.9 million as school 
administrators for the first 
time are facing possible cuts 
1o instructional staff and pro­
grams. 

> Steve Laatsch,assistant 
superintendent for instruction, 
said it will be difficult to negoti­
ate these cuts without somehow 
impacting education. 

"We are at a point too where 
we can't Cut our Way outof 
this without impacting instruc­
tional programs," Laatsch said. 
"We want to stay away from 
that as much as possible, and 
that is what we have been doing 
as we have been cutting from 
the budget for the past several 
years...but now we are looking, 
at a pretty massive number," 

Saline schools is not in dan­
ger or going info a deficit spend­
ing situation, and the district 
boasts around $3 million in fund 
balance. But Laatsch said the 
school board will be hesitant to 
allocate any of that toward defi­
cit reduction. 

"Even if we did use fund bal­
ance, we wouldn't have enough 
tq cover it," hesaid. 

Like all districts throughout j 
the state, Laatsch said Saline : 
schools will certainly have to 
get creative to negotiate the , 
projected $6 million reduction. 1 
For example, they just had two i 
principals retire and the school' 
board moved to hire internally 
and consolidate those posi­
tions. 

"We also feel that we have . 
been doing this for a while, but 
these are things that need to 
be done so that we can still be 
a successful school district," 
Laatsch said. 

j—Special Writer Crystal .-
Hayduk contributed to this story. 

MEAPResults show eouritywide improvement in math, social studies 
By Erica McClain 

.; Heritage Mpdia ; 

Students across Washtenaw 
: County followed the state­

wide trend in the Michigan 
Educational Assessment 
Program testing, improving 
math and social studies scores 
slightly while dropping in read* 
ing and science. 

Writing scores, tested only 
in fourth and seventh grade, 
were also a sore point for most 
school districts, with many in 
the county achieving less than 
60perceritproficieney. . 

Statewide, just 47 percent of 
students met proficiency in the 

"fourth grade for writing and 48" 
percent in seventh grade. 

In Chelsea, 44 percent of 
students in fourth grade passed 
proficiency 4n writing, while 
in seventh grade, 55 percent of 
students made the cut. 

Aridrew Ingall, executive 
director of instruction for the, 
Chelsea district, said the staff 
knew writing was an issue 
prior tothe MEAP results. 
Consequently, the district 
has been investigating using 
a program from Columbia . 
University called the Teachers 
College Reading and .Writing 
Project. The program, more 
commonly referred to as the 
Lucy Calkins Writing Prdject, 
engages students in kinder­
garten through eighth grade to 
become "avid readers, writers 
and inquirers/' according to its 
website. * 

Ingall said the district's board 
will vpte whether to adopt the 
materials in May / . > . . 

In terms of reading, math, 
science and social studies 
scores, Ingall said Chelsea 
trended with the state and had 

several high scores in math, -
including 98 percent proficiency 

* in third-grade math. 
. "Math is clearly our strongest 

point," Ingall said. 
Ingall said the district gener­

ally feels good about where its 
scores are, but there is always 
room for' improvement, and 
staff will continue to look care­
fully at the scores and look for 
ways to be-more successful.' 

This year marks the 
lasttefore the Michigan 
Association of School Boards 
will raise standards for the 
MEAP, which was voted on in 
February 

For Ypsilanti Public Schools, 
Assistant Superintendent 
Jennifer Martin said the dis­
trict is mindful that next year's 
expectations from the state 
will be increasing, making it 
harder for students to attain 
proficiency. In anticipation 
ot that, all schools within the 
district are realigning their 
curricula to common core stan-

•dards to ensure the success of 
all students moving forward, 
shesaid. * 

This year, Martin said scores 
dipped in both math and read­
ing at the middle school level 

To increase reading scores, 
the district will begin provid­
ing additional Title I teachers, 
paraprofessionajs and after-

.school programs to assist die 
elementary and middle school 
students, she said, 

Manchester Community 
Schools, one of the top perform­
ers in Washtenaw County, saw 
11 outof 18 tested areas achieve 
a proficiency levefof more than 
90 percent. In 17 of 18 areas, the 
district outperformed the state 
average. -

"While we are pleased with 

the results, our analysis of '' 
the data is just beginning," 
said Shawn Lewis-Lakin, __ 
Manchester's superintendent. y-
"For us, what is most important 
is how we use the results of 
student achievement data to 
improve learning for students." 

Lewis-Lakin said it'slmpor-
tant to remember that each , 
grade level score is unique 
because this year's, fourth-grade 
class is not last year's; 

"Rather than looking at each 
year-to-year score, we focus 
on trends," Lewis-Lakin said, 
"Overall, what do the scores . 
suggest about the progress we 
are roaktog as a school dis­
trict?" '•'> •. ••• -.'-v.-:-

Jiarry Cooler, Dexter 
Community Schools'board 
president, said the MEAP 
results are just "one piece of 
data that we use along with • •* 
many other pieces of data to 
understand how we're doing." 

The Dexter school district 
also trended with the state 
results in that reading and sci­
ence scores decreased slightly , 
However, most of thedistrict's 
proficiency scores all hovered at 
about 90 percent or higher,.-" 

Cobler said the district con- * 
sidered MEAP scores impor­
tant, but the scores don't tell the 
whole story abouta student's, 
education. * > 

"A test doesrit tejl youhow 
hard (students) work or how 
they will work together in 
teams to produce good work. 
Many times, that's the most 
important, and you don't get 
that on a test," 

Cobler said, "Vouwaht to 
look at the whole person, the 
whole student, and not just 
how they perform on a test, but 
things like their character and 

. how they are behaving as good 
citizens, and you don't get any : 
of that one a test, 
. "Sometimes those qualities 
are much moje important and 
better predictors of how they 
will do in college." 

In Saline, in all grades and 
categories, except writingl the 
school district performed above 
90 percent proficiency. 

"We continue to be encour­
aged by the high ME AP scores 
achieved in our district. We •* 
believe that our high standards, 
quality teachers, and extremely 
involved parent base make a 
huge difference in providing 
this level of achievement," he • 
said. ;..••':.•' 

In fourth grade, 66.6 percent 
of students were proficient in 
writing. In seventh, 62.6 percent 
of students passed proficiency 

For Milan students, trends 
followed the state averages with 
reading dipping an average of 
about 

80 percent proficiency, while 
math remained above average 
formost grades. Once again . 
writingsuffered, in fourth 
grade 40.7 percent of students 
passed, and in seventh, 52 per-
cent were proficient. 

"We are happy with our 
scores," said Superintendent 
Bryan Gribach. "We appreciate 
where we are, and know that we 
ean always get better." 

Van Buren Public Schools 
also suffered in writing with < 
43.3 percent of students passing 
in fourth grade and 36.-2 percent 
in seventh grade. 

The math scores showed sig­
nificant improvement since 2006 
for Van Buren but showed some 
declines in reading proficiency • 
over the same time. 
. For example, math profi­

ciency among third graders 
rose from 83 percent in 2008 to 
96'Percenti 

Trends were similar in other 
grades through the eighth 
grade, although math profi­
ciency declined in later grades, 
from the aforementioned 96 
percent proficiency in the third 
grade, to 71 percent proficiency 
in math among students in the 
Sthgrade. . 

Reading proficiency, on the 
other hand, declined since 2006 
in grades four through seven, 
but showed improvement in the 
third and eighth grades. -

Reading proficiency among ; 
VBPS students declined from 87 
percent in thethird grade, to 78 
percent in the eighth grade., 

. in BeUeville High School 
proficiency in social studies 
was measured among students 
in the ninth grade. Proficiency 
was at 72 percent in 2006 and 
2010. 

Peggy Vbight, the curricu­
lum director for the Van Buren 
PublicSchobls, said, "We are 
meetingor exceeding the state 
average in the third and fourth 
grades/'We feel we're headed;. 
in the; right direction in math, 
and need to improve in read­
ing.".-. ' • .•..••• ••".• •:':••,' 

Ann Arbor bucked the writ­
ing trend, scoring 70.5 percent 
in fourth grade and 72.7 percent 
in seventh grade, with the 
majority of its reading, math, 
science and social studies 
scores marking an average of 
about 90 percent 

A detailed report is available 
at https://oeaa;state,mlus/ 
oeaav'v *" j.'. . • 

-Copy editor Tanya Wildt, 
staff writers Kevin Doby, Gerald 
LaVau'te and Amy Belk:ontribut-
ed to this story 
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GOLD, SILVER, COINS, < 

CURRENCY 

To any jewelry/coin store 

\ CALLUS!! ^ 

...$M00 to $9,000 
$100 to $2,500 

0»o $5,000 
$10,000 
$9,000 

$10,000 
25,000 

&up 
$50000 

1^00 & up 
$5,000 

to $25,000 

K 2 P ^ 
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Large Size • • • • # • • • « • • • • • • , • • * • • * * • • • • • • * * * • • • • * ' * • ' • * * • ' • • ' * ' * ' * * ' * 

70% OF THE GOLD/SILVER WE 
PURCHASE IS FROM OTHER DEALERS! 

Up to $1,000 Seated $ 1 8 4 0 - 1 8 7 | ™ i J i J i J « 3 l 0 0 to $25,000 
Upte$30/)00 Trade$1873-1885......F..KM.^f...^......$50to$10,000 

Up to $500 Morô n $ 18W-)921 ........X....I......i........... $12 to $20,000 

ALL O L D CURRENCY W A N T E D ! ! ! 

M3X 

g3 

fffimim mB^^?r^7i:'j^i^^v\%w^^'^^ ^MA<T * ^ ¾ ¾ r:K^i 

OPEN: M O N D A Y - FRIDAY 9 : 4 5 A M - 4 : 3 0 PM • SATURDAY 10 A M - 2 PM 
OUR BUYERS PURCHASE MILLIONS OF DOLLARS WORTH OF COINS AND CURRENCY ANNUALLY AND 
OUR NATIONAL RETAIL SALES AFFORD YOU THE OPPORTUNITY TO CASH IN AT TODAY'S HIGH PRICES. 

. • • * 

1:.,1 
I 

1170 S. M A I N STREET • CHELSEA, M I C H I G A N 48118 
J-94 Exit 159 • Across the street fTom TCF Bank 

Next door to Lake Shore Credit Union 

734-433-9900 800- 0348 . 
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Letters to the Editor 
1 Letters may be sent to Michelle 
Rogers at mit>ger$@heritage. 
com or mailed to Letters, 106 W. 
Michigan Ave., Saline, MI 48176 
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Our policy 
it is our policy to run all local 

letters to the editor that deal wito 
local issues and are not personal 
attacks; 
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'Hits ircck's quest /on 

What's your favorite way to pass the time? 
A. Read a »ood hook 

H. Garclon 

(\ Watch TV 

I). Kxcorcise 

OUR TAKE: Editorial 

teron 
except for en 

GUEST COLUMN: By Cara Spindler 

The reality of budget cuts in the classroom 
First, let me explain the things that I'm 

already doing as a high school teacher (to ( 
save the district money). 

Energy'Wise, I turned down the thermo-
. stat. This doesn't matter, because the boil-
ersaregoing. .^ 

If somebody says this stuff doesn't 
matter to learning, during last year's exjt 
surveys, one of the questions was, "Did the 
climate of the room negatively impact your 
learning?" 

• Most of my students rated it as "very .... 
high;" • . 

Some teachers crack their windows in 
the winter—others tape up the ventsto"-
keep the cold air out. As for my classroom, • 
it depends on the day •••.*• 

I turn off the lights, when possible— " • 
usually by theafternoon, they're off. If I'm 
the only one in the room, the lights are off. 

There's enough natural light, and the stu­
dents prefer it dim — it chills them out and 
helps them concentrate. 

Iturn off other electronics, I bought a 
« power strip for the computer when I leave 

for the day I unplug the CD player and turn 
off the printer unjess it's beingused. 

I'm vigilant in the labs about shutting all 
the computers down and turning off the 
monitors. ' ••' • v " 

Supplies-wise, I make sure all textbooks 
are accounted for, because we can't afford 
more. I encourage students to buy book cov­
ers so that the textbooks will last longer 

1 share supplies. In Spanish, thereare 
not enough teacher sets for each of us to 
have our own video and audio sets — so we 
share. .The audio, at least we can burn. The 
videos are dead or dying, due to overuse. 

Back in the day, I had workbooks to give : 
the students. At $30 a pop, those days are 
gone.. 

We used to make copies. Then we "only 
made pertinent copies.— no extra practice 
opportunities, •/• . : 

Then I went to making two copies to a 
page. Now, I make a transparency of the 
workbook on the overhead.ahd students do • 
iton paper. ' 

-' I try to save on paper by printing only 
on scrap paper. All my copies for. student 
hand-outs are two-sided, shrunken,font if 
possible. ThatVour setsof instructions 
crammed onto one sheet; and then cut into 
strips—even better. 

I make class sets of poems (35 copies % to be discussed and then returned to the 
teacher at the end of the hour for the 
next class to use) or tests (instead of each 
teacher having his or her own class set We 
share). 

I have the students submit assignments , 
electronically when possible, even though 
the technology support for this is clunky 
and awkward to.use. x 1 save on toner by printing in Helvetica 
(not Arial), in econo-mode; using 10-point 
font. 

I save on staples because the office 
stopped buying staples for the copiers. We 
have to hand-staple or have the students do 
it. One class set of the final took 15 minutes. 

When 1 use the overhead, I save the writ-
ten-on transparencies and then wash them 
off to reuse. . . . . . . ' . 

Now imagine the amount of time I spend 
saving money instead of calling parents 
and talking to them about, their child's' 
progress. 

You think the budget cuts already haven't 
impacted my working conditions, my abil­
ity to be a better teacher, your child's ability 
to learn? 

Wait,-I'm supposed to care about .other , 
people's kids, but not about my own? 

So if I'm lucky enough to have a job next 
year, when I'm grading 200-:papers instead 
of 100— that won't hurt my child? 
- I'm supposed to ignore the attacks on my 

collective bargaining rights, and that won't 
hurt my child? < 
, An overworked, underpaid, poorer, and 

more stressed mother won't impact my 
child's well-being at all? Or yours? 

The budget cuts proposed are brutal— 
we already have unpaid department heads, 
1 do.Spanish Club for free a)id teachers rou­
tinely cover each other's classes so that the 
school won't have to. play for a sub. 

Additionally, teachers routinely spend 
hundreds or even thousands of dollars on 
supplies (I spent $900 oil my college classes 
fhis year to maintain certification), but this 
is the first year that I'll most likely bel>uyv° 
ing my own paper. <( 

The proposed budget cuts are deep „ 
enough to end busing and "special" pre* 
grams like art, music and athletics. 

And definitely, the proposed budget cuts 
wjll increase class size--If people are the. 
biggest drain on the system, that's where 
you save money. 

But it cuts both ways. Students cost 
moneyandweareaskedtodomorefor •-' 
them with less money for supplies and less 
pay. • . 

Cutting teachers—their iobs and their 
pay—ultimately hurts students, because it 
erodes my ability to teach. 

.1 don't want my kindergartener going to 
school in a class of 28.1 want him to have > 

•• music and art and Spanish and gym—all 

these classes I loved as a child. 
I want him to have field trips. I want him 

to spend the first 10 minutes of kindergar-
' ten getting his'coat hung up and his back­
pack put away—not the first hour, while, , 
the teacher helps all the kids who need 
help and he sits at a table, waiting for his 
education to start, or while he waits for the 
teacherto help him because his cousin's old 
winter coat has buttons that he can't undo. 

Last year, I taught five classes of around 
35.1 spent a ridiculous amount of time grad­
ing, and it left me'drained and wornout. 

Those numbers are small in the face . ,; 
of the per-pupil cuts proposed ($475 last I 
checked), especially with the fact that the 
School Aid budget has enough to add $200 
per pupil." .. -v 

Do you want your child to have a teacher . 
who is barely getting everything graded 
instead of thinking of interesting, engage 
ing lesson plans? ..... 

At 35 pupils, the rooms got too physically-
small (and I have a sughjtly larger class­
room). Last year students would choose to 
sit on the register so that they could see the,, 
board. •"' '; 

Even if I can physically fit in more desks, 
it's difficult for those students to see the 
whiteboard, the overhead or the projector. 

In many of my classes, the front seats . 
were all taken up by special education 

• teacher's requests and notes from parents 
' and doctors.. 

The kids learned if you wanted to sit, 
in the front row, you had to have a special 
reason. 

I told them they could sit on the floor if * 
they wanted to, and many of them did as 
soon as I turned the overhead on. 

Classe&of 35 mean less than one minute 
of individual attention per student. 

When I paired stiidents for conversation . 
practice,, that meant two minutes per group 
— I started putting them in groups of three 
so that I could make it all the way around 
the room before the bell rang, o. 

Do you want yourjchild's high school edu­
cation to consist of six minutes of direct * 
attention from their teacher a day? 

For Michigan's long-term economic 
recovery, we need to. keep K-12 education in 
the forefront."' 

Attacking teachers-^-their unions, their 
working conditions, their paychecks, their" 
students —.is not education "reform," and 
it will not save our state. 
• Weneed lon^terni solutions that address 
structural budget issues. *••-.'••• 
. Cara Spindler teaches Spanish and 
English at Lee M. Thurston High School. 

Thewpastfewnionths, w e V e b e e n e x t e n w l y s i g ^ 
of Gov WckSnyder. Heappearstbbeonlheri^ttracKfor 
ge t t tagMicniganba&oni ts jw^^ • 

• f i f t y * there areafew stepsheis taking that we wiai he 
wouldretrace. y 

Snyder has announced a flat corporate incomeitaic proposal* 
that would eliminate Michigan Economic Growth Authority 
tax credits, indudingthe film subsidy. ...-*. A\ ;4 

beeliminated, but we're not convinced the film subsidy is ; 
one of them. , '_A1:_*1U 

While it is a financial outlay, there are some aspewpfwe 
creditthatneed to be analyzed and sbmesuwjessftd results 
thatneedtobeaclmowledge& • • ^ , , . ^ ^ ^ 

Oakland Coun^Treasurer and former state legislator , 
Andy Meisner makes some cogent arguments for keeping the 
crefflfcatleast'fornow. *• ' . ^^ i . i i i . 
1 ' ^ e reason why we've bwn so successful and distinguish 
ourselves torn the intense competition was not only because 
of the size of the credit but therefundable nature," Meisner 

"Itemoving that aspect is going to remove the distinction 
we enjoy and the competitive advantage over 46 other states 

'that want to attract filmmakers." '. .* . , ^ 
He adds, "we have hundreds and hundreds of tax credits 

and deductions on the books now - all come with the same 
promise of jobsand investment hutthe difference isthefllm 
credit is working and it's obvious. Having the credit on the 
1)ooks as an appropriation brings greater transparency and 
accountability" J , 

Meisner says he would like to see a comparison of the fllm 
tax credit to the job creations caused by other credits, m r 
example, he says there's a vending machine tax credit that 
costs the state $25 million a yeac 
, He proposes analyzing all of the tax credits onan apples-
to-apples basis. How many jobs have they created and at what 
cost'' "' 

The growth of the movie-making industry in Michigan, 
though still in its infancy, Is real. Two of the most successful 
examples are in Oakland County. 

m March, Birmmghamh()8ted the Uptown Film Festival, 
which is dedicated to new films made in Michigan. Over the 
lastthree years, tax credits have reportedly created more 
tr^n 7,000 jobs behind the camera and more than 4,000 in 
front of the camere-* ./., 

Also, the biggest film to take advantage of Michigan's tax " 
creditisrep^eaUycbmingto Raleigh Michigan Studios in 
Poniiac. Mestmta4e4^BMllion in tax credit with $104.8 
mMon in investmeflitMs been approved for a movie to be 
filmed in Pontiac. 

The project reportedly is''Oz: The Great and Powerful," 
starring Johnny Depp. Itsupposedly is a prequel to "The 
Wonderful Wizard of Oz," : 

The excitement and spiritual lift given to Michigan resi­
dents from thenwimting number erf fums being made is 
immeasurable, 

There's no doubt filmmakers are being attracted to 
Michigan and, admittedly, because of the great tax break. 
However, smce this tax break yields a significant number of 

- new jobs, then the investment just might be worth i t 
As Meisner suggests, the film credit deserves to be ana­

lyzed and compared to other tax credits'to measure if it's 
successful^- .•'•'•:• . helpdiversify our economy 

•, ^Courtesy bf Thepakland Press 

Your Voice: Letters to the Editor 

Area residents should show 
compassion for those With 
dementia 

. Let.me set the scene: In attendance at the 
monthly meeting of a well;known nonprofit at 
the University of Michigan Turner Resource 

, Center this past \ 
Saturday I am a long time^nember o/ the 

organization, which is dedicated to social justice, 
tolerance and watching out for the weak, ill and 
helpless. 

Seated next to me on the back row of seats was 
a woman in her early 70s. She was & Ph.D. former 
associate professor of Nursing from U of Mr* 
former trustee of the'A^ District Library, former • 

" president of the local chapter of the Michigan 
-Nurses Association, member of the League of 

Women Voters; AAUW member—and count-
less other memberships in community groups, 
including being a Gray Panther member. 

She is presently one of the more than 5 million 
Americans with a fdrm of dementia. 

• •• She accompanied me to the meeting, and she 
'spoke to me during the speaker's presentation,, 
about the library lot issue, • / 
• My friend's comments and theffines when . 
she stood u&to walk around the room were • 
understood by the group'sjnembers as typical 6f 
her cbndition. She was not interfering with the 
sneaker's remarks. 

The speaker did not request that she sit down 
or be quiet. The speaker knew her and what her 
cognitive status is. •'• " 
• However, seated two rows in frdnt of us next to 

the full wall of mirrors was a. gray-haired male, 1 wearing a.gray sweater'or shirt, who turned and 
"shushed" me and my friend. 

-1 approached this fellow to tell him-that my 
friend has Alzheimer's and.that I was.trying to 
maintain a level of • quiet wjth her. 

Now this alJ-knowing male advised me that I 
was "disturbing the meeting" . 

I whispered in the gray haired male's ear that I 
did not give a "deity»based continental" what he 

thought.^ 
, Please know gentle reader that I believe that 

this gray-haired man had no clue that people 
other than him existed, and if they did, if they 
bothered him, they should be silenced. 

Gray haired male^jerson: please be advised 
that our society is populated by many individuals 
who are experiencing various stages of demen­
tia. • ' \ /••; 

\Vhen one attends a community meeting, don't 
^surprised that there is a person in the audi- > 
ence who has this affliction. 

Please know that if my'friehd Were preventing 
anyone from hearing or understanding What the 
speaker was saying, we would have left the meet-! 
i n g . . " ' • ' • • , , . - . • ' . • • ' . ' • • ' . • • " - . . " . 

We didleave the meeting early because my ••',., 
friend was growing impatient and expressing . 
that she had pain in her back. 

I pra^ for tolerance ahd acceptance for the^ 
gray-haired male who knows who he is, When and 
if jie reads this opinion piece. 

God forbid that he or his find themselves wim-
m the group with no voice of Its own. 

, Barbara Hutt Clarke 
,•-• '•''"• • '•! ' , ' ' • • ' . •'v^^Arbbr'.'. 

Take another look 
at health care -rj 

We are hearmg a lot of rhetoric from those 
who want ^repeal the recent Affordable Health 
Care-bill.'' ' •, ,•• V ' , ! . 

The members of Congress who want to repeal 
the bill—both representatives and senators : ' 
~ are blessed with fine health care as part 6f; 

their benefits as the federal government pays 75 . 
percent of the cost. These elected people receive 
the,kind of healthcare thatmostof us would Ibve 
to have,•Unfortunately, most of us are unable to 
purchase such health care for ourselves, because ;. 
- we carthbt afford i t ; ' ••*• 

Unlike many Americans', congressional repre-
sentatives,don't pay allthe costs of their health 
Care Instead, this "Cadillac-type health care4' 

WELCOME SPRING AND 
6 0 DETROIT TI6ERSB!! 

i j ^ T ^ *• 

is paid for, in part by all of us—the American 
taxpayers. Those whose'tax dollars help buy * 
"tbp-hotch" health care for these elected officials 
are regular American taxpayers, including those 
whocannot afford to buy medical insurance for 
themselves and their families. 

Another consideration is health"care in the , ' ' . 
United Kingdom. That country ljas provided 
healthcare,including dental care, foral of its 
people for rrlore than 50 years. Many Brits will 
tell you that* "civilized nations" provide heajth 
dare for their people. Many other developed 
countries —including, but hot limited toThe 
Netherlands, Denmark^ Canada and Argentina ̂ -
see to it that all their people have health care and 
dental darp. Are we a "civilized cQuntry,,, or are 
We still living in the days of the old Wild West?, 

A lot — but not all—of the anti-healthcare 
rhetoric ignores some of the "real problems'chil­
dren without enough to eat, people with serious 
health problems who cannot get health insur­
ance, and jobs for those who prefer to be self-sup­
porting When these unfortunate unemployed 

St **. 4 > <f» k Kfr*/4 4 t& #{##$¢$$$$0^ Vv&t&W^fflB 

people do find work, the pay may not be enough 
to meet their family's needs. It tnay not aUow 
them to buy even minimal health care. 

Wasn't it»nly three years ago that we heard 
that if we didn't do something about our health 
care system, by file end of the decade, health 
care would cost 50 percent of our GrossNational 
Product? We seem to have either ignored that 
information, or we gretetid not to have heard i t 
Sometimes, we Americans seem to put our heads 
inthesand.* 

Throughout our history, wê  Americans have 
"stood together." Webelieve.that "we are all in 
this together "Helping each other is a part of 
our national psyche, even though some of us 
don't seem to "get i t" But the currentnegative 
attitudes about health care don't fit our long-tim< 
basic American values. . . 

Should we revise the Affordable Health Care 
plan? Probably. Should we repeal it? That would 
be silly unless We Have something better to put fr­
its place. 

Margaret Serine 
' . . • • • • • » • AnnArbc 

http://www.hcrua'A'.coni
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
Resident will cast 
school board vote for 
Letwin 

Dexter has two seats on the •' 
school board coming up for , 
reflection. Our current school 
board has negotiated contracts 
that puts Dexter near the top for 
having the highest paid teach-

, ers in the state (average pay in r. 
Dexter is around $70,000) and 
gives the teachers any monies 
left over from our, budget (in 
a one-time payment, with the 
amount to be mutually agree­
able between the board and the 
union) this year! 

Most of our taxes pay for 
salaries, and extras for our stu-' 
dents continue to get cut, with 
any "saved" monies now being 
shared with the teachers! , 

Whatever happened to "saving 
for a rainy day?" 

The current school board 
continues to "budget" repairs to 
our new higji school using tax 

< millages, buy property with an 
unsafe gas pipeline for over $1.5' 
million and allow expenditures 
to exceed budgets as in the case 
of a locker'rdbm at the DHS 
pool that went at least $200,000 

dver budget. They have also 
agreed to spend about $500,000 
to investigate an International 
Baccalaureate program that 
only 32 students have an interest 
in without doing a feasibility 
study first (and WISD will have a 
program available.) * 

, We need better management 
of our tax dollars by the school 
board. The current treasurer 
is up for re-election, and this 
taxpayer.thinks ifs time for a 
change! ' » '. • 

Michigan school expenditures 
have nearly quadrupled since 
1960. As measured by personal 
income, Michigan is in the top 
three states for school spending, 
yet Dexter continues to blame 
the state for budgeting issues. 
Perhaps not having a certified 
public accountant in our busi­
ness office, combined with a 
school board that lacks insight, 
is the real problem. 

Shawn Letwin has attended 
school board meetings for 10 
years, has researched the financ­
es extensively and was hugely. 
responsible for raising over 
$60,000 last year for ABDC and 
our students to support athletic 
activities, Hels clearly commit­
ted to helping our students. . 

Dexter has refused to change 
the date of our elections to the 
fall, which would save $15,00Oso 
make the money spent mean, 
somethingvote to change the 
faces on our school board. 

Vote for Shawn Letwin for 
Dexter School Board. 

• ...-. Alison Paine, 
. parent, taxpayer and educator 

Dexter 

Resident to cast vote 
with Incumbents, 
urges voting In school 
board election 

The choice seems clear to me 
for the. school board election 
on May 3. The Dexter schools 
have been thriving, even dur­
ing difficult times, at least in 

part because of a deep well of 
good will built up over the years 
among the board, the community 
and the staff that are entrusted 
with our children. 
Dick Lundy and Julie «. 
Schumaker have been key play- . 
ers in the maintenance of those 
relationships and we should be 
just plain grateful that they are 
w p n g to continue to serve.' 
Local school board members 
have almost no control over the 
amount of funding that comes 
from the state (and the spending 
mandates that come along with 

it), but they remain responsible 
for the outcomes of the system 
and the tough job df keeping 
people, happy during a period of 
declining revenues.. -

Dick and Julie accomplish this 
with quiet dignity No shouts, 
threats, criticism or promises 
-just good, hard work. We need 
both of them to remain on the 
board. 
It is not enough to just agree that 
these are two great board mem-
bers.. You have to actually get but 
and vote. Boar| elections in the 
spring often see a turnout of less 

than M) percent opening the door 
to an outcome not in agreement 
with the majority of citizens. So 
bethere. v 

Aiid while you are there don't " 
forget to support the renewal of 
the operating millage requested 

* by the Intermediate. School 
District Those monies come .; 
right back to Ddxter to offset the 
increased cost of dealing with * 

. children with serious disabilities 
thereby avowing appropriate 
programming for all students. , 

< John Hansen 
Dexter-

"This gear wi'-'re attending Senior Living Week 

activities and our children are coming with us. 

We're anxious to learn about all the ways 

we can have a great gualitg of life 

now and for the gears ahead." 

6UEST COLUMN, By Elaine Owsley 

Landscape and l a w Carei 
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should be exciting 
Several years ago my hus­

band, Joe, and I were in Athens, 
Greece, at the time of the 
Orthodox Easter celebrations 
—and celebrate, they do! 

After the solemn fasting of -
the.pre-Easter period, on Friday, 
at about midnight, the faith­
ful led by their wonderfully 
dressed Priests, pass through the 

• streets carrying the life-sized fig­
ure of Jesus from what must be 
a-very large Crdcifix. (Perhaps 
every church does it.) 

We Watched them from the «• 
balcony of our hotel room with 
the lighted Parthenon across the 
way They were very quiet for so 
manypeople. 

The next night, around 
midnight, the fireworks began 
—actual fireworks all around 
the city like the Fourth of July 
and everywhere people were 
shouting and running through 
the streets again shouting, 
"Christ is risen!" 

You areto answer, "He is 
risen, indeed" when someone -
greets you with the news. 

Breaking their fast, the people 
came out into their yards, set 
UP the spits,-and roasted whole 
lambs or small goats for their 
Easter dinners. '. . 

/The area smellslike a huge 
barbecue and everyone is happy 
and singing and shouting the 
news that Christmas risen. • ••..• 

We were on our Way to 
Nauphleon in a tour bus later 
that day, going very slowly 
through a small neighborhood, 
—and a woman knocked on the 
bus door, came aboard with a 
basket of cookies, and smiled as 
she greeted all these strangers 
with the Easter message and ' . 
gave us each a special 
cookie. By that time, we had 
picked up the Greek for "Christ 
is risen" and "He is risen, , 
indeed" - " Christos Anesti!! 
'AlithosAnestir, : 

Ithink about that every year 
around Easter, and about how 
joyfully the Greeks celebrated 
Christ's victory over the grave 

, — it's so contagious and so . 
heartfelt. It was a wonderful 
experience." 
' * Can we get excited about the 
Resurrection? Can we shout 

-. "Christ is risen" just a few" 
times? It was the launch pad for 
everything Christians believe. 
It's so much more than just 
"Happy Easter.''. 

Elaine R;Owsley is a.Dexter • 
resident and attends St. •.. 
Andrews United Church of 
Christ in Dexter. * 
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Senior Living Week • May 6-15,2011 
The only annual event that brings together the people who provide senior resources, 
services and products with those who need them. 

Senior Living Week Expo • Friday, May 6 
MonltUwTMM Btlliisg, WstMtttw Community Collage 
4800 E.HWM Rim Drrn, Ann Arbor 
MfeJbfti 830 ».».* 3:15 p.m. 
Wortohopt, Prim, Hoaltt Scwwlwy, Awtttmwtt 

Open Houses • May 7-May 15 
At Stnlor Hawlag CoJ—urtlw _ _ _ _ _ 

AH activate* f n » wttftthank*to our sponsors. 
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SaottuaryitSt.JOMphlVlirtoa 
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Workshops* May 6-13 , 
b U _ i U M I . 
rnmi i»m«f • 
The Multiple Threats to Your family's Security ant} How tfrAvolt) Them 
Age in Place - Innovative Technologies and Solutions tor Your Rome. 
Gadgets and Gizmos tor Sale living 
Difficult Conversations Between the Generations : 

Satwalsy l̂iiy7 
Evangelical Homes of Michigan's Continuing Care at Home Program' 
• LrteChoices™ 

Who Gets Grandma's Yellow Pie Plate? 
Briefing on Entitlements Earned Based on Honorable Military Service 
Ttmt fa f tMaylQ „ . •. .- • 
The Aging Ear • Hearing Loss and Strategies to Minimize its Atlects 
Become a Savvy Health Care Consumer - Save on Prescription Drugs 
n M n H i n • * » •• . 
Challenges Consumers Face in Buying, Owning and Selling a Condominium 
Make a Difference -leave a Charitabft Legacy 
Challenging Conversations about Money and Long Term Care 
Social Media - An Introduction to the Online World of Facebook and Skype 
Focus on Your Finances • Income and Safety . 
Local Public Transportation -'Maintaining YouUndepefidence and Mobility 
W W f , I f I I 
Downsizing and Relocating • MQving Made Easy -' 
St. Joseph Mercy Health System: Senior Care Across the Continuum 

& Memory Loss - Is It Alzheimer's? ' . 
r fniy<Majy18 
Care Across the Continuum • Options When Faced with Serious Illness 
Ttie Clutter to Hoarding Continuum -Understanding It and How to Help 

Oflice: [734|426-0846 -Fax: (734)426-8377; 

Ory,v)i/uil by: ^ 

Housing Bureau for Seniors -^-
?<lf)1 I'lymoiilli Hoail. Suite C. Ann Arbor. Ml 48105 - - ^ 

For complete schedule and registration information visit www.med.edu/seniqrs or call 734-998-9336 
ffEffal 

'""•?-, ' - " v . _ _ _ ^ V * •• 

Sometimes, it takes out-of-the-box thinking to find afinancial solution. Having been 

transferred here from Las Vegas and^ill owning a home there, the Lexcehs were 

turned away for a mortgage by other banks. Then a f riend'suggested United, Not 

only did the United team respond quickly and positively, they created a workable 

solution and held the loan-on their own portfolio. It was a highly professional,-

yet persqnal experience for the Lexcens - and one that made them believe in the 

advantage of having a home^team. Want that advantage,ltoo? CalfUnited today. 

734.214.3700 V wvwy.ubat.com 
16 IbcaticfHs throughout Lenawee, 
Washtenaw and Monroe Counties, 

fi Member FDIC 

UNITED 
B A.N'\K k . T R U ST. 

United Behind Your 

©2011 Uryted Bancorp, Inc.' 

etvs^orkin 

Partners: 
A i m Ari><>." I I I M I K I I H * ! C o n t r o 
K H I W D ^ . 0«"l«i><-

K . l i y X. K<-lly, I'C . 
M X l><>M(jn 
J'l m l it-( t i ln< 
R c M i u 
Soml l iM 1 K I I I I H > < | 

l l . i - OKHM t«>t h i s l r o 
1r < •> ><|t>i I l l o i l K j 
Am» Ai l>o» J o i i r i K i l 
S< l»n$v<->l<i<l 
Sll(Klct<l 
S u l . i i i t x m ( o<)illa< C t i o v r o l o t 
S<tc»l> A i m A i ht>r 

usiness 
306 Main St., Ann Arbor 

REGISTER TODAY1 at WomenMakingConnections.com 
4:00 p.m/'Cracking the ConnecHon Gxle'' • 4:30-7:30 p.m. Cocktail Gathering & Business Expo 

CONNECTIONS 
powerful networking 

What am powerful wonm eking to thrive in the new economfi NetworM^ 

.*'• ALLfor$T5WirhRegistraHon$20attfieboor 

• «. ^« » ' • • 

M M M M I mm _ _ _ _ _ i 

http://www.med.edu/seniqrs
http://wvwy.ubat.com
http://WomenMakingConnections.com
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£$3 2010 
PT CRUISER 

2011 
DOER 
1800 

2011 DODBE i 2010 JEEP 
WRANBLtR 

UHUMITED SPORT 

1 EMPtOYEE PRICE 
FOB EVERYONE 

EMPLOYEE/FAMILY $15,635 
MMP $24,795 

EMPLOYEE/FAMILY 

18.174 
¢ 4 1 ¾ A A A H EVERYONE-

$13,9861 17,021 
f i W s f & t e a m ^ ^ i M E ^ ^ 

MSftP$&M 
EMPLOYEE/FAMILY 

$19,424 
IOTP $32,405 

EMPLOYEE PRICE 
FOR EVERYONE 

EVERYONE I f EVERYONE I I 6 | | A > 1 J | | s19,318 M $20.31J M$28,718 
mmmm&&&i&i?£Miam2tmma ^M^^aa^m-mi4.-e^xm£sS'^K^^vimi»mfi^msM€!M 

EMPLOYEE/FAMILY 
$19,829 

EVERYONE 
$22v944 $20,982 

8Sftto^MTi*^y»M;*»&wr»^ 

OVER 4 0 0 NEW VEHICLES AVAILABLE! 
pmJBmmmsffitfflmwn 

2011 JEEP 

W* * Air 

EMPLOYEE/FAMILY 
$215 
EVERYONE 

$ 2 4 9 

EMPLOYEE/FAMBLY 

$219 
EVERYONE 

$ 2 3 3 
zify&Mtiwxqmmmm* 

2011 
D0D8EJOURNEY 

$219 
EVERYONE 

EMPLOYEE/FAMILY 

219 
EVERYONE 

2 3 3 

EMPLOYEE/FAMILY H 

239 
EVERYONE 
$ 269 

ST.tCT:i3&&«£«&fii&3ttK!3 

REBATES 
2011DONE 

THESE PRICES! 
201100D0E RAM 

. ' - } 
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U-M closes season with 'Brigadoon' April 14-17 
The Univereitydf Michigan 

Department of Musical Theatre 
will close the 2010-2011 season 
with Lerner and Loewe's musi­
cal fantasy "Brigadoon." 

Limited seating is available 
for performances at 7:30 p.m. 
April 14,8 p.m.^pril 15 and 16, 
and at 2 p.m. April 17. An addi­
tional performance nas been 
added at 2 p.m, April 16. 

Associate Professor of 
Musical Theatre Linda r 
Goodrich directs, with music 
direction by Assistant Professor 
Catherine Walker Adams, 
Choreography is by Mark 
Esposito. 

Premieringinl947, 
"Brigadoon" established the 
team of Alan Jay Lerner and 
Frederick Loewe as one of the 
most successful songwHting 
duos in the Golden Age of musi­
cal theater. 

Tfce musical was the winner bride, Fiona, gather heather for ative team is scenic designer 
of the 1947 New Yorft Drama the ceremony, thejr attraction Vincent Mountain, Associate 
Critics Circle Awardfdr Best ^ows.. v. Professor of Theatre & Drama. 
Play (the first musical to win But as charming as Shawn McCoulloch, a junior 
theTionor) and garnered Agnes Brigadoon appears, Tommy and student in the Department of 
de MiUe a Tony Award for Best Jeff notice anachronistic oddi- Theatre & Drama, designs cos* 
Choreography. • " ties about the town. •»• tumes. Associate Professor of 

,-The play was translated onto The schoolmaster, Mr/ Theatre $ Drama Rob Murphy 
film in 1954 starring Gene Kelly * Lundie, explains that Brigadoon designs lights, 
and Cyd Charisse. Lerner and has been blessed by God - in 
Loewe would go on to write order toshield it from the evils 
"Paint Your Wagon," "My Fair J f the outside world, the town 
Lady," "CaThelot" and "Gigi" for awakens for only one day each both film and Broadway. 

The story of "Brigadoon" fol­
lows two young American trav­
elers, Tommy and Jeff. Having 
becotae lost in the mists of the^ 
Scottish highlands, they chance t 
upona quaint village not on 
their map—Brigadoon. 

The two men quickly get 
swept up in the village's prepa< 
nations for a wedding. While 
Tommy and the sister of the 

century. No one may leave err 
the spell be broken and the town 
disappear forever. 

Strangers, if they are in 
love, may choose to stay Torn 
between the modern world and 

" the love growing in his heart for 
Fiona, Tommy must choose his 
path before Brigadoon disap­
pears once again into the mists, 

Joining Goodrich, Esposito, 
; and Walker Adams on the ere-

The sound design is by Jim 
Lillje, with hair and makeup 
design by Erin Kennedy . 
Lunsford. , 

Following the performance 

on April 15 will be post-perfor­
mance discussions^noderateia 
by Goodrich, and featuring , 
members of the cast. Curtain 
Call Fridays offer an oppor­
tunity for audience members 
to talk with artists about each 
production. 

Tickets for "Brigadoon" are 

Michigan League. The Ticket 
Office is open from 9 a,m.-5 p.m. 
Monday through Friday and40 
a.m.4pjn. 'on Saturday. 

•Attendees may also order 
tickets by phone at 764-2538 or 
online at www.musfcurnich. 
edu. 

The Power Center for the 
$24 and $18 for reserved seating Performing Arts, located at, 
or $10for students with ID. 121 Fletcher St., is wheelchair 

Tickets are available for-- accessible and equipped with 
purchase at the League Ticket an infrared listening system for 

. Office, located within the hearing enhancement. 

Humane Society earns honor 
The Humane Society -of 

Huron Valley was honored by 
the Michfgan Pet Fund Alliance 
at its first statewide'^o Kill 
Conference" held March 25 in 
Ann Arbor. ~ 

MPFA gave Outstanding 
Shelter Awards to three open 
admission shelters with the best 
2009 save rates. Awards were 
given to large, medium and 
small animal welfare organisa­
tions. 

Representatives from animal 
shelters and rescue organiza­
tion across the state were in 
attendance. 

The Humane Society of 
Huron Valley, located in 
Washtenaw County and not ' 
affiliated with the Michigan 
Humane Society, was presented 
with the "Outstanding Large 
Shelter Award" with a 75 per­
cent save rate in 2009. 

HSH V's current save rate is 
81 percent, with a goal of 85 per­
cent for 2011. 

'"We are very honored by this 
award," said HSHV Executive 
Director Tanya Hilgendorf. 

"I accepted the award, but 
it is certainly not mine... it 
belongs to our staff and vol­
unteers who provide the love, 
refuge, protection, and new 
beginnings to the lost, hurt 
and abandoned. It is created 
through the magicalalchemy of -
their blood, sweat and tears. It 
is also for our board members, 
donors, and government offi­
cials who believe in what we are 
doing and make sure we have 
the support to do it well." 

Hilgejjdorf said that being 
truly successful is "always a 
story about love and about per­
severance. When you have both, 
you can1! be stopped from meet­

ing your goals." 
HSHV ranked firstamong all 

of the large animal shelters in 
Michigan based on 2009 st^tis- ' 
tics (large shelters take in over 
5,000 animals each year). 

Below are statistics on how 
some of the other shelters per­
formed: r_ V 

•Oakland County Animal: 
Control; 56 percent save rate. 
~- • Saginaw County Animal ~. 
Shelter: 29 percent save.rate. 
. • Michigan Humane Society: 
28 percent save rate (three shel­
ters combined). .•'••»• 

• Macomb County^Animal 
Shelter: 26 percent save rate... 

• Genesee County Animal 
Control: 48 percent save rate. 

• Kent County Animal 
Shelter: 17 percent save rate. 

HSHV is the only animal 
shelter in=Washtenaw County 
that takes in all unwanted, ^» 
injured, lost, stray, abandoned 
and abused animals, helping 
more than 10,000 dogs, cats, rab­
bits and other small animals 
every year. 

"Some people believe that all -. 
humane societies are governed * 
by one organization or receive 

inoney from other agencies," 
said Tanya Hilgendorf. ;. 

"That is not the case. All 
animal welfare groups are com­
pletely independent and do not 

-sharedonations. It's important 
that people do their homework 
when deciding where their donor 
dollars are going and which orga­
nizations are really saving lives, 
It's up to community members to 
demand more from the organiza­
tions caring for the homeless pets 
intheirhometowns." 

The Humane Society of 
Huron Valley is an independent, 
no-profit organization serv­

ing all of Washtenaw County, 
Canton and Plymouth. 

HSHV is not affiliated with, 
nor doe's it receive donations i 

from, the Michigan Humane 
Society or any other humane 
organization. 

Fof more information, call 
662-5585 or visit www.hshv.org. www.dexterfamilydentists.com 734-426-9000 

.NOW IS THE TIME TO BUY..JHEfpLffiCEJJTOSHOf IS> 
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YOU HAVEN'T SHOPPED CHEVY, UNTlLkYOU'SHOPCHELSEA! 
W P * » ' ? ^ 5 : « 

ij^iMiM!MMii: 
mwwtmm&im 

2011 Chevrolet 
CruzeEco 

Hot Leases That WW Saue You Monev! 

»199*1 
2011 Chevrolet 
Silverado 1500 4x4 

Ext. Cab 
ALL STAR PACKAGE! 

MRP $35,048 
* 

36 months/12,000 miles per /ear $2100 due at 

PER MONTH 

££3&iH£t&i#' 

OVER 50 PRE-OWNED VEHICLES AVAILABLE! 
CHECK US OUT A T www. chelseachevv. com 

Study: One third of 
women 

more 
The first national study of 

the prevalence of multiple part­
ner fertility shows that 28 pes-

tcentof all U.S. women with two 
or more children have children 
by more than one man. 

The study conducted by 
a University of Michigan 
researcher was presented 
April 1 in Washington, D.t., 
at the annual meeting of the 
Population Association of 
America. ^ 

•«-, "Iwassurprisedatthe 
prevalence," said demographer 
Cassandra Dorius, a postdoc­
toral fellow at the University of 
Michigan Institute for Social 
Research, in a news release. ̂  

"Multiple partner fertility is 
an important part of contempo­
rary American family life, and 
a key component to the net of 
disadvantage that many poor 

.and uneducated women face 
everyday" ; 

While previous studies have 
examined how conimon mttk 
tiple partner fertility is among 
yotuiger women, or among 
women who live ih urban ' 
areas, the research by Dorius 
is the first to assess prevalence 
among a national sampl&of U.S. 
women who haveicompleted 
their child-bearing years. 

Dorius analyzed data on near­
ly 4,000 US. women who were 
interviewed more than 20 times 

. over a period of 27 years, as path 
of the National Longitudinal 
Survey of Youth. 

The data included detail on 
individual men in each house­
hold, capturing what demogra­
phers call "relationship churn­
ing." 

one man 
Several entities, including the 

National Science Foundation, 
and the National Institute of . 
Child Health financed the study. 

CARS 
2009 Chevy Cobalt LT 
2009 Subary Legacy AWD . . -
2008 Honda Civic ...., . ....., 
2005 Chrysler PT Cruiser ...... 
2001 Pontiac Bonneville SLE 

wmMmwmwmmmwmm9&mmm&JX!iii&M!i 

2011 Buick 
Regal CXL 

w/sunjoof, Sign & Drive., « 
»127,995 

$11,995 
$15,495 
$13,995 
$7,995 

£2]-\\'f • •' ' ' 

2011 Buick 
LaGrosseCXL 

TRUCKS 
TRUCKS & SUVa 
2009 Chevrolet Traverse LTZ ....,...$29,995 
2009 Dodge Caliber SXT ........ .........$11,495 
2009 Saturn Vue Hybrid ...............$14,995 
2005 Chevrolet Suburban ..........,..$14,995 
2003 Jeep Wrangler .............................^12,995 

GM Prefer 
Loyalty*** 
GM Enrip/Ret 

$28,195 
$27,466«» 

$1,500,. 
$1,000 

^i.>iOTii-.3»',4SH«BBHa mM 
2011 Buick 
Enclave 

F0A60 
M0HIHS! 

$24,96689^4 

36 months/10,000 mites per year 

2.9% 
60 oios! 

I: AuthorlHHon required.iee Oelaer lor details. ."Stale feet due at signing 
•••PliJtex, title, license. 8e» dealer lor loyalty detail*. , 

jM 

r. 
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YOU HAVEN'T SMOPPEDl CHEVY;, UNTIl!,YOUl SHOP1 CHEliSEA!) 

^CHELSEA CNEVROILET eUllOtC ' 
(734) 475-8663 ^^^AVKdJJii^^LititiiJ^^Jiaii] 

FROM DORM LIFE 
t i l i 

TO THE 
5..KE8 Y O U , V'/E'R 

DISCOVER WHY THOUSANDS OF PEOPLE BORROW FROM US EVERY YEAR 

* = • ' • . 

• / 

UM 
-•JCC'̂ .^hil rM*'mbf'*'S evftr ywh«M 

UMC.'l 

KICUA 
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Study finds 
stories of 

may inspire 

To place a 
Death Notice 

Please call 
1-877-888-32()2 

or Fax to 
1-877-213-2987 

People with a strong moral 
identity are measurably inspired 
to do good after being exposed 
to media stories about uncpm- . 

;vmon acts of human goodness, 
according to a researcher at the 
University of Michigan's Ross 

. School of Business. 
A new study by Brent 

McFerran, assistant professor 
of marketing at the Ross School, 

e and colleague Karl Aquino,,a 
professor at the Sauder School. 
of Business at the University of 
British Columbia, shows that * 
exposure to media accounts of 
extraordinary virtue can spur 
"moral elevation"—thoughts ^. 
and emotions about being a bet-. 
terperson. 

People who experience this 
' moral elevation, they say, are 

more readily disposed to take' 
positive moral action, including 
giving to charity 

"Showing acts of goodness 
may serve to broaden one's •• 
donor base and stand out in the 

McGIBNEY, ROSE MARIE; 
of Chelsea, MI; age 83; 
passed away Tuesday, 
April 5, 2011 at her home. 
Shejvas born July, 14, 1927 
in Jackson, MI, the daugh­
ter of Lep G. and borothy 
(Eder) Clark. On July 6, 
1946 she married Philip F. 
McGibney, III in Chelsea 
and he preceded herein 
death in 2009. Rose had 
lived in the area her entire 
life and Vas a member of 
St Mary Catholic Church, 
Chelsea where she was in­
volved with the Altar So-

BAILEY, DEBRA EILEEN ciety and was also a life-
(Kuienkamp); age 57; of time member of Inverness 
Trussville, Alabama (for- County Club.« She had 
merly of Manchester,. MI); worked for the State o f 2011; T St ToVep^Mercy 
passed awax ©n April 8, Michigan for 10 years, re-
2011. She is survived by tiring in 1984. She enjoyed 
her father, * Vera Kulen- bowling and golf-She is 
kamp; three sisters, survived by 6 children, Da-

SINN, VIRGINIA (Ginny) 
LOEHR SCHWEGLER; 91; 
died peacefully; March 23, 

O'BRIEN, BARBARA J. 
(ORR); Ypsilanti, MI; age 

WHITE, REBECCA (BECK-
IE) LEE;, of Whitnuwe 

Jeanne (Rick) Coker, Caryl 

charity marketplace," McFerran k a m p ; nieces anT neph 
^dropewsrelipe. ,""'" ews, Sarah Coker, Nathan 

' J f f i i J S S M - t a S ; - C o k e r ' JoebCotor, Jeremi-age from the tsunami.(in Japan), a h Gok M e r c i C o k a n d 

Chase, and Misty Gibson; IL, Bradford (Patricia) 
one brother, Craig Kulen- McGibney of Temperance, 

illness. Ginny was born 
August 7, 1919 in Cleve-

._• *. . m» «... /. land* Ohid to Carmen and 
L l d ( t * ^ 3 c G ^ e ? °{ Clare. Schwegler. Ginny at­

tended grade school and 

Hosnital following a s h o r t ^ C o u n t r y s i d e C a r e C e n t e r < Hospital m o w i n g a shorrr.n J a c k s o n M I . & h e w a s 

born October 11, 1927 in 
Ypsilanti, MI, the daughter 
of Raymond IJ. and Helen 

83; passed away, on Apjril Lake, Michigan; passed 
i0, 2011; at John Ganton away suddenly March 27, 

for example, (let's) talk about 
people who have done extraor­
dinary things to help. These 
stories might foster ordinary 
people to behave in, extraordi­
nary ways." 

Appearing in a forthcom­
ing issue of the Journal 
of Personality and Social 

Richard Coke.r; and nu-

Joyee Lindstrom of Grass 
Lake,. B rend a (Michael) 
Foster of Grass Lake, Mar* 
cia Newman of Chelsea, 
and Brian (Linda) McGib* 

merous extended family ney of Ypsilanti; 14 grand-
members. Debbie will al- children; 9 great grand-
ways be remembered for children; 2* siblings, Jo-

high school in Midland, 
Michigan where her father 
was a chemical engineer 
for Dow Chemical She met 
her beloved husband of-70 
years, Jack Henry Sinn, on 
a blind date while she was 
attending the University of 

2011; while vacationing in, 
PortugaJ. She wa"s born De­
cember 19, 1946 in Ann Ar­
bor, Michigan. She is sur­
vived by her children, Ja-

M. (G|ass) Orr. On Septem- son Smith of Irvine, Cali­
ber 1, 1956, she married 'forni.a, and Jennifer (Mi-
Carl J. O'Brien and he pre- chael) penDooven, of St. 
ceded her in death on May Joseph, Michigan. Beckie 
8, 2000. Survivors Include was also the proud grand­
children; Patti (Mark) Van- mother to Olivia, Jake, and 
derpool, Marti (Bob) Bard- Alec. She had a very spe-
en,: Suzi (Gary) Christoffer- cial place in her heart for 
sen,, and Michael (Becky) her grandchildren. She 
O'Brien; other survivors graduated from Pioneer , . . . , . Michigan in Ann Arbor. . , , , , . , , ; . . . „ * , . . . . 

her loving kindness and seph_ (Barbara) Clark of They were drawn to each include grandchildren High ScnoolrAnn Arbor, 
helping attitude towards VanWert, OH .and Dorothy other by their love of mu-&©*«> (Alex Zurawskyj) Michigan. She continued 
others and will be greatly Grumelot of Stockbridge; sic and dance which re- harden, Bobby and Jenni her education while rais-
missed. A Memorial Ser- a'nd many nieces and suited in many Fox Trot Harden, and Zak, Jake, and ing her children, ultimate Psychology,.the paper consistsof vice will be planned for a nephews'. In addition to Blue Ribiions. While at- M a x VanHerpool. She was ly becoming a respiratory 

four.separate"studies conducted 
by McPerran and Aquino. 

In one, they carried out an 
experiment with 63 subjects to 
determine if people influenced 
to identify in termTof their 
morality were more likely to 
experience moral elevation after 
reading a news item recounting 

va story of uncommon goodness. 
The researchers wanted to 

determine if these moral self-
identifiers were more likely to 
display pro-social behavior after 
reading a news story recount­
ing an act uncommon goodness 
versus a story focused merely on 
positive human interaction. 

In the first part of the experi­
ment, one random group of 
subjects was primed to see 
themselves in terms of their 
moral identity by completing a 
word search including morally 

. connotative words, such as com­
passionate; honest and kincTA 
second group completed a word 
search comprised of morally 
neutral words. 

The subjects were then̂ ran-
domly assigned to read one of 
two news stories. Both of the sto; 

- ries were about positive human 
interactions, but only one 
recounted an act of uncommon 
goodness. The story described 

•a 2006 shooting at arrAmish 
schoolhouse in which parents 
offered forgiveness ana financial 
assistance to the widow of the 
man that shot thejr children 
within days of, the incident. • . 
The second story recounted a 
couples' experience oTseeing a 
beautiful sunset Subjects then 
completed questionnaires ask­
ing them to divide $10 bemeen 
themselves and an linknown 
partnerin another room, 

later date her husband and parents, 
she was preceded in death 
by a grandson,, Philip 
McGibney; and a son-in-
law, James Lindstrom. Fu­
neral Mass will be held 

tending U of M Ginny was 
also an award winner on 
the University Debate 
Team and a member of the 
Gamma Phi Beta Sorority. 
A major in .Education, she 

Saturday, April 9, 2011 at student taught at Univer-
11 a.m. at St. Mary Catholic sity High School. After 
Church.Thelsea with Rev. graduation Jack and Ginny 
Dr. William J. Turner offi- were marrTed in 1941 in 

preceded in death by her 
parents and her husband 
Carl. A Mass of the Resur­
rection Service will be 
held onLWednesday, April 
13, 2011 at 11 a.m. at St. Am 
drew Catholic ChurchJn 
Saline, MI, with Fr. Wil­
liam j . Stevenson, cele­
brant. Burial will follow 

therapist. Beck iewas a 
faithful Ann Arborite and 
University of Michigan fan. 
She belonged to several 
clubs, including the Li­
vingston •Women's Clubr 
the Newcomers and 
Friends of Livingston 
County, anxL Women's 
Friendship, and Travel 

dating, Burial will follow Midland, Michigan. When the service at Oakwood Ce- Group. She felt strongly 

DIETERLE, MILDRED B,; 
Lodi Twp./ MI; Mildred B. 
Dieterle went to her hea­
venly home on April 12, 
2*011; after a long life of 95 

, years. Born to Lyman and 
Mabel Hill in Grass ereek, 
Indiana; she was the 
fourth of eight chjjdren. 
She came to Michigan to 
find work during the De­
pression Era and worked 
as domestic help in the 
well-to-do homes of Ann 

^Arbor, Tftis is where she 

at Mt. Olivet Cemetery, 
Chelsea. The family will 
receive friends at the Staf-
fan-Mitchell Funeral 
Home on Friday from 2 to 
4 and 6 to 8 p.m. with Ro­
sary at 7:45 p.m. led by 
Deacon Tom Franklin and 

Jack returned from World 
War II, -they made their 
home in Ann Arbox-where 
they adopted their only 
child, Patricia. Ginny 

metery in Saline. Memori­
al contributions may be 
made to St. Andrew Catho­
lic Church or to the H«» 

about service to the com­
munity, volunteering for 
many charitable events. 
Beckie loved to travel, en­
joying the local "flavor mane Society of Huron 

loved volunteering at the Valley. Envelopes will be wherever she visited. She 
University of 'Michigan available at the Robison- also enjoyed scuba diving, 
Hospital information Cen- Bahnmiller Funeral Home card games, *nd relaxing 

on Saturday at the church ter, playing bridge, danc- in Saline, MI where at her home on Strawberry 
from 10"a7m. until the Time ing, golfing and being with friends may begin calling Lake. Beckie was preced-
of Service. Expressions of her dog, the late Bingo on Tuesday, April 12, 2011 : ed in death by her, hus-
sympathy may be made to Sinn. She enjoyed life with between the hours pf6 and band, Fred; White; her 
the Arbor Hospice Foun­
dation. 

WILSON, RAYMOND;^age 
86; of Dexter; passed away 
at Legacy Assisted Living 
in Jackson, MI. He was 
born August 6, 1924 in Ha­
zel Park, Miqhigan. He was 
a retired bricklayer and a *for over 50 years. She was 

her family and many 
friends. She and Jack trav­
eled extensively with the 
U of M Alumni Association 
after Jack retired as an en­
gineer" with Ford Motor 
Company in 1980. Jack and 
Ginny were members of 
Barton Hills Country Club 

8 p.m. and at St. Andrew brother, William Andress; 
Catholic Church on and her parents, Paul and 
Wednesday, April 13,2011, Edna Andress. A Funeral 
from 10 a.m. until Time of Service was held April Jl, 
the Mass of the Resurrec^ 
tion at 1L a.m. To sign 
Barbara's guestbopk or to 
leave a memory visit 

hlfp://obits.ftiliv6;coffi/obitiMrtes/onnarl>flr 

2011 at Borek Jennings Fu­
neral Home, Hamburg 
Chapel, Contributions in 
her memory may be made 
to the Humane Society. 

met Waldo Dieterle, who m e m t ) e r . of Bricklayers admired for her humor, directions please visit -
was working as a gardener, 
and in September of 1942 
they were married. They 
celebrated their 66th Wed­
ding anniversary in 2008, 

and Allied Craftsmen Lo- generosity and her dettght-
cal 14. He was a veteran of fully forthright approach 
the U.S. JSavy World War II to life and whatever it 
and the AmericaiTlegion brought. Ginny. will be 
Post 557.He married Gloria missed Jby her husband, 

nrior to Waldo's nassine in Marsh oh July^27, 1946 at Jack; daughter, Patricia 
Aiieust 2M9 °S^e S e d BethtoKem Church in Ann Sinn Fink (Peter); and two 
from?lt Joseoh?Me'rcv Hos ^ r b o r She preceded him grandchildren, Margaret 
£ ta l in 19¾ aftfr 10 vea^s i n < êath in June 2009. He^and Anne. She is ajsb sur-
K r l k e She w L r K *» - wrvived by two daugh<^vived by her n iece f Carol 
time member of V S " t f e r s'S u^a n Wilson of Chel- Sinn Serr, Martha Sinn 

Ypsilanti; and two grand- Ems and their children. A 

or for more_ information or Please leave^a Message of 
Comfort to Beckie's family 
by calling 877-231-7900 or 
sign her guestbook at 

www.borekiennings .com 

www.rtffBfllin?,wtn 

Participants Who read the vivpH HV HanehtPrs TOVPO XHa*^"". .*»"" iwu g i a i w vino ai»u m e n u m u i c u , rt 
Amishstory and who were influ- : S i e ) N i m i ^ ^ t t i Loi* ^ h i I d r a n » K e l l y M c D o n a I d Celebration of Gin.ny's Life 
enced to think about themselves 
interms of their moral identity 
gave 32,percent more monejion 

- average, to their partners than 
. the subjects who were hot influ-, 

enced tothlnlg in terms of their 
moral identity : 

Further, it was founathat 
• reading stories of uncommon , 

moral goodness had a significant 
positive effect oh the way moral 
self-identifiers sharedfunds. 

•; These subjects shared an aver­
age of 24percent more after 
reading the story of uncommon 
goodness over the amount they 
.were willing to give after reading 
the merely positive story; 

Based on the researchr 
McFerran and Aquino say the 
media could play a strategic 
role in helping the fundraising 
efforts for natural disasters like 
the recent earthquake and tsu­
nami in Japan. 

"Focusinĝ on individual 
examples of extraordinary good' 
ness within the crisis may be a 
more effective and subtle way to 

, encoUrage people to donate than 
,, inundating them with stories 

and pictures of need and des­
peration," Aquino said, r ? 

"If more attention was 
devoted to recounting stories 
of uncommon acts of human 
virtue, the media could have a 

Suantifiable positive effect on 
le moral behavior of a signifi­

cant group of people." 

(Larry) Jedele; grandchil­
dren, Brenda <David), Me­
lissa (Kent)> Philip, and 
Christiana (J. Thomas); 
great grandchildren, 
Christine, Tyler and 
Breanne; step-grandchil­
dren, Brandon and, Da­
nielle; sisters; Charlotte 
Huffman and Donna (Rob­
ert) Adams. She was pre­
ceded in death by her hus­
band Waldo, and her sib­
lings; Donald, Warren, 
Marjorie, David and Doro­
thy^ Friends may call at 
the Nie Family Funeral 
Home, Liberty Rd. Chapel, 
3767 W. Liberty Rd., Ann 
Arbdr, -MI 48103, Friday, 
April 15, 2011 from 2 to 4 
p.m. and 6 to 8 p.m. The 
funeral will be held on 
Saturday April 16, 2011 at 

. the funeral home at 11 a.m. 
. with Pastor Douglas Strad-

er officiating. Interment to. 
follow at Bethlehem Ceme­
tery in Ann Arbor. In lieu 
of flowers, memorial con­
tributions may be made to 
Grace Bible Church or the 
Saline Evangelical Home. 
Please visit Mildred's per­
sonal webpage at v . 

WWWJlitfuftWfllK«Wi.(OBI 

>-to leave a memory. 

of Ann Arbor and Steven will take place in the^Han-
McDonald of Chelsea. He son Room at Glacier Hills 
is survived by-a brother, Senior Living Community, 
James (Annette) Wilson of <1200 Earhart Road, Ann 
Brighton; and several niec- Arbor 48105) on Friday, 
es and nephews. He was; April 15, 2011 at 1 p.m. A 
preceded in death by his short reception will follow^ 
wife; mother and fatherpRev. Ruth Anne Bourlier'' 
his sister, Margery Hayes; will officiate. Arranger 
ancUfour brothers, John, ments have been made by 
Richard; Earl, and Ross. Muehlig Funeral Chapel, 
Funeral Services ( were I n c- Inurnment will pri-
held at the Webster vately take place_at Wash-
Churoh of Christ.^exter, tenong Memorial Park, 
.with Reverend Curt De- The< family has asked that 
Mars-Johnson presiding, donations be directed to 
Memorials may be hildeto The University of. Michi-
Webster UCC Or The Dex- ^^n Depression Center's 
ter American Legion, 

www.hbsmermuehlig.gom 

tferktyt'J^^m 
iQur wants 

^bvrfonesmewmj. 

\Jbrinformattonon 
-pbcityj[mliiMmoriatii 

Education and Community 
Outreach (4250 Plymouth 
Road, Ann A*bdr 48105). 
Ginny was impressed with 
this organization's work. 
Contributions may also be 
made to St. Andrew's Epis­
copal Church's (306 N. Di­
vision St„ Ann Arbor 
48104) Capital Fund for a 
new church organ, t h e 
family would like to thank 
the staff at Glacier Hills 
Senior Living Center for 
their kindness, excellent 
care and assistance^ Also,, 
we thank our dear neigh­
bors and friends who have 
been there for our family. 
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In lOvi rig memory 
Ktinelda Hills Medrano 

; April 2£ 1922!-April 16,2010 . 
You Were a beautiful 

person, and so many people 
besides the family'knew thatv 

to be true: it's been one year 
since you were taken from 

us. Having 16st you, the 
emotions are still touched 

frequently, and the caring is ?as strong as tever. More arid 
more I discover how mtich 
you were teaching'us all by 

your example and your <• 
caring. I pretend that I am a 

^whofe person without you, 
but I really am not. 1 miss 

you more than can be said. 
Though there still are tears, 
you have left a brilliant Sun 
of happyTftemories for us to < 

enjoy. You will never be . 
. forgotten. My Jove for you 

will continue strongly until 
we meet again 

t\ i fj tmw 
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