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World War II documentary 

Top: Merle Ban* In October on Omaha Beach. 
Ahow Ban; looWng on at the Normandy 
American Cemetery. 

By Janet Ogle-Mater 
Special Writer , 

laptain Merle fiarr, World War 
u veteran and lifelong Chelsea 

'resident, never thought 
he would return to the beaches of 
Norniandy after enduring the haunt­
ing events of D-Day on June 6,1944. 
However, 66 years later he found him­
self reliving memories on a return trip 
with his son-and a film crew, 

Barr, 87, spent five days in October 
in France touring Omaha Beach 
and related WWII sites as the guest 
of Visionalist Entertainment 
Productions. The trip, a result of a let­
ter sent by Barfs youngest son Brad 
Ban, will be highlighted in an hour 
long documentary , - -—-- -

In addition, Barr will be a guest of 
honor at a special 90-minute director's 
cut premiere at the Fox Theatre on, 
Sunday, Dec 13. 

"Detroit, Our Greatest Generation" 

is the outcome of 16 months of film­
ing and more than 60 interviews and 
personal accounts of Michigan WWII 
veterans. It is a tribute to the state's. 
men and women who joined forces 
and fought for our freedoms, and an 
attempt to preserve their memories 
for future generations. 

Captain Barr was the only veteran 
extended the invitation to return to 
Normandy for filming. 

"It was a complete surprise to me 
-one of lifetime," said Merle Bait of 
his son's letter and resulting journey 
"Brad called hie after he had been . 
contacted by the production company, 
and a few weeks later I was on my 
way there. It was the most exciting 
thing in the worlds" 

During his return to Normandy; 
Barr toured Omaha Beach, the D-day 
Museum, the city of St. Lo, and other 

, PLEASE SEE BEACH/5-A 

Young people are taking' 
over, at least when it comes to 
SRSLY. 

More than 60 students 
gathered in the Media Center. 
at Beach Middle School to dis­
cuss their goals for themselves 
and their community at the . 
second-annual SRSLY Youth-— 
Only Meeting on Nov. 16; . 

Most of the youth in atten­
dance had not previously been 
members of the coalition, but 
attended because they wanted 
to learn more about SRSLY, 
and see what a youth-only 
meeting was like. 

"Lots of times, we're told 
by adults to be quiet. But in 
SRSLY, we want to hear what 
kids have to say," said Ellen 
Christie, lOth-grade student 
and president of the SRSLY 
Youth Steering Committee 
(YSC). ,: 

The evening opened with a 
video Created by YSC members 
Madisen Powell and Julia 
Porter, both in eighth-grade, 
which featured more than 
ninety students from Beach 
Middle School talking about 

their anti-drugs. * 
"We filmed it during Red - i 

Ribbon Week, when SRSLY 
was doing the 'What's Your 
Anti-Drug?' Media Contest," 
Powell said. 

During ttie youth-only meet­
ing, adults played the role 
nf listonprg and hhspJWa 
Youths divided into seven 
teams for small group discus­
sions, and picked a team name 
for night. Members of the YSC 
and Link Leaders from the 
CHS club Link Crew facili­
tated the team discussions, 
with reports to the full group 
at regular intervals. 

Discussion topics centered 
on questions asked in a series 
of three postcards mailed to 
all fifth through tenth-grade 
students prior to the youth-
only meeting; Who do you 
think you are? What are you 
doing? Where do you think 
you're going? 

"We discussed things that 
are important to us, includ­
ing family, health, sports and 
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MatMgal Dinner offers 'Royal' family fun 
On Dec. U and 12 at 6:30 p.m., Pierce Lake 

Elementary School will again be transformed into 
a renaissance banquet hall as the Chelsea High * 
School Choirs, under the direction of Steven Hinz, 
present their 18th annual Madrigal Dinner. 

This Holiday event has become a much'anticipat­
ed tradition in Chelsea, sirice its first run in -1991. 
for many in Chelsea and the surrounding commu­
nities, the Holiday season begins with'the One food, 
splendid music, and festive Renaissance atmosphere 
at the Madrigal Dinner. . ' • 

A large cast of lords, ladies, a king, a queen, 
minstrels, troubadours, a jester, the town criers, 
servants and beggars will invite you to be a part of 
a formal dinner, set in the time of the Renaissance • 
in a Medieval Castle. The comedicplay and concert 
will happen right at your table and all around the 
room throughout the entire dinner. 

The Madrigal Pinner is the major annual fund-
raider for the vocal music department. Proceeds 

support the Chelsea high school choir program. In 
the past, this fundraising effort has allowed the pro­
gram to purchase music, purchase orchestral parts 
for major choral works, and to buy robes, tuxedos, 
and concert dresses. 

It has also paid fees for the Solo & Ensemble 
Festival, Guest Clinicians, and support teachers 
for honors choir, as well as made it possible for 
students to see quality music performances in Ann 
Arbor and Detroit. 

Each year, 50 to no students perform in the 
Madrigal Dinner. Around 7,550 people have enjoyed 
the students' performances, as well as the wonder-
fur dinners- prepared by Karen Carty at the Chelsea 
School District. ' ' >. *" 

In true Renaissance style, this feast is eaten with 
the hands only - no tableware allowed! 

Make your reservations ($25 per person) online at 
chelsea.kl2.mi.us/maddinner or by calling Barbara -
Obenchain at 1-734475-9211. 
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EMU hosts talk on God, 
Discussion looks 
at history from 
inter-faith view 
BV Art AisnVr 
Special Writer 

Last week, more man 200 . 
students, faculty and local 
clergy attended a rare and 
frank inter-faith discussion at 
Eastern Michigan University 
about whether GocUurvived 
the horror of the Holocaust. 

Titleid "Did God Survive the 
Holocaust: A Jewish/Catholic 
Conversation," the event 
brought a leading theologian 
on the subject and an academic 
from the respective religions to 
explore a rather difficult ques­
tion that applies to people of 
both—and really all ̂ - faiths. 

"We wanted to do an event 
that furthered the understand­
ing of a topic long discussed 
in Jewish culture and make it 
relevant and meaningful to a 
broad spectrumof students," 
said Clara Silver, executive 
director of HUlel at EMU. 

The organization, which 
is dedicated to representing 
Jewish values on campus while 
enhancing the collegiate expe­
rience for a diverse student 
body, co-sponsored the event 
along with the Holy Trinity 
Catholic Student Parish, and • 
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the university's College of theT 

Arts and Sciences. 
The event culminated about 

a year of careful planning and 
coordination by the groups 
which don't typically work 
together oh programming, 
Silver said. •• . . ' ' 

The genesis for the event 
started after a group of 
extremist evangelicals..spent 
roughly a week last fall orga­
nizing different protests on 
campus that condemned mem­
bers of certain faiths and eth­
nic groups for causing negative 
aspects of society. . 

"It's part of our job as a 
faith-based community orga­
nization to do events that are 
relevant to more than just one 
faith, so that we come together 
to have these difficult but 
important discussions," she 
said. , 

The speakers didn't disap­
point, according to many of the' 
people of all ages, ethnicities 
and religions in attendance at, 
the EMU Student Center. 

The Rev. John Pawlikowski, 
professor of social ethics 
at the Catholic Theological 
Union in Chicago, said that 
from his years of study, itis 
clear the sheer brutality of the 
Holocaust shattered the belief 
in God for some completely, 
and severely shook the faith 
of millions more. Yet people, 
Holocaust survivors included, 
still practice their religion 
passionately, confirming the 
notion that God persevered. 
^ "Some conceptions of God 
did not survive the ashes of 
Auschwitz," said Pawlikowski; 
a world-renowned speaker on 
the matter. "Those conceptions 
where God is all-powerful, 
ever present'... those had to be 
modified, but not in a way that 
eliminates God from our every­
day existence." 

Holocaust Memorial Center in 
^Farmington Hills, agreed that 
people's perceptions of God 
changed after the Holocaust, 
and that the voluntary degra-

, dation of human life unveiled 
a fundamental failure in both 
mankind and God, as well. , 
Some people could never recov­
er their faith because of it, 

"It was a failure of religion 
to live up to the old precepts 
of God, and a realization that, 
after all, we live in an imper­
fect world," the Wayne State 
University professor said, "Itl 

showed us that we are to set 
the goals of pursuing good­
ness, altruism and a social 
responsibility to each other,, 
and it was God's intent to teach 
us by letting us on our own." 

That said, Sister Mary 
Judith, a seminary student, 
said she was curious about 
the role of human freedom 
involved in Holocaust, and if 
humankind had repaired itself 
by now, six decades later. 

"It's easier to believe in 
despair than hope, and if we 
don't repair ourselves, our 
human dignity that each of us 

Photo by Art Aisner 

The Rev. John PawlIkowsW (left), Guy Stem and EwtemMichlgan ) ¾ ^ P ^ £ ^ ^ ^ 
Shlchtman prepare tor their remaito before more than 200 peepte 
cusslon on the Holocaust on campus last week. 

God created the Holocaust to 
punish the Jews from stray­
ing from the commandments 
in the Torah;,or the Christian 
notion thatG o d brought the 
Holocaust onto Jews because 
they do not accept Jesus Christ 
as their savior. 

Though coming from differ-

such a meaningful discussion; 
pn a topic that isn't addressed 
often. 

"This was an ineffable 

Student Center to the point of 
requesting building staff for 
more chairs. It's likely that 
many in attendance participate 

moment in history and I really ed as part of the university's 

K H ^ r o S i ^ f t ! ? entreligious perspectives and 
what is true and what is beau- b a c k g t o u n d s in theology and 
tiful in this world and we can't 
really worship," she said. 

Pawlikowski said it is an 
ongoing struggle and that 
although he'd like to believe: 
people have learned the lessons 
of the Holocaust, that unfortu­
nately there is evidence to the 
contrary. 

"We always say never again, 
but is thatreally true? We've 
had (atrocities) in Bosnia, 
Cambodia, Rwanda, Darfur, 
and list goes on," he said. "We 
have not found ways of stop­
ping the mass degradation of 
human life. It's always a chal­
lenge and we have a long way 
to go to recover" 

-He went on to explain thai— 
through this new understand­
ing of God, the Holocaust not 
only exposed the limits of 
mankind's inhumanity, but 
also the importance of the 
God-to-person relationship 
in a way that had never been 
understood before. 

"It put responsibility in 
human hands to a degree that 
perhaps we never fully appreci/ 
ated before," he said; "Jews, I 
gypsies, gay people were all 
labeled expendables, and that • 
can never happen anymore. No 
human person can be consid­
ered expendable, and until we 
learn that lesson, we don't have 
a solid front against prejudice 
and genocide." 

Guy Stern, director of 
the International Institute 
of the Righteous at the 

academia that don't always 
mix well, the two speakers 
often agreed during their 90-
minute dialogue moderated 
by English professor Martin 
Shlchtman. 

Shlchtman, who incorpo­
rates the Holocaust into some 
of his courses, said it's impor­
tant for students and the gener­
al community to be exposed to 
discussions on difficult issues 
of faith, particularly as we live 
in a time when religion is used 
as a device to tear people fur­
ther apart, 

Joseph Lieberman, an EMU 
graduate student who is taking 
one of Shiftman's classes, 

believe in the idea of teaching 
the Holocaust so it won't be 
repeated," he said. 

He said he was encouraged s 
to see such a large turnout and 
the diverse group of students 
in the audience who likely 
had not been exposed to the 
Holocaust much outside the 
classroom. 

Silver said she did not expect 
to fill the ballroom at the EMU 

new Learning Beyond the 
Classroom initiative this fall , 
in which students can receive 
class credit for attending 
educational events on campus 
that are not part of required 
coursework. 

"We have an opportunity to 
challenge students to think 
about issues that they may or 
may not address in the class­
room," she said.-

Dr. Brent Kolb 
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Chelsea Area Briefs 
• Palmer Auto Service, locat­

ed at 222 S. Main St. in Chelsea, 
is a local drop-off point for Toys 
for Tots & Teens for Faith in 
Action, They also will be accept­
ing donations through Dec 16. 
These items will be distributed 
by Faith in Action in the Chelsea 
area. &/ery person who drops off 
a donation will be entered into a 
drawing for a number of prizes, 
including a free oil change and 
gift certificate to Thompson's 
Pizza. . 

- Palmer Auto Service is open 
from 7;30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. r 
Monday through Friday and from 
7:30 a.m. to 3 p.m.'on Saturday. 

• Chamber banquet 
The Chelsea Area Chamber 

df Commerce, in .conjunction 
with The Chelsea Standard, will 
host its annual Citizen of the 

*. Year and Lifetime Achievement 
Awards Banquet at 6:30 p.m. 
Dec. 16 at the Chelsea Comfort 
Inn & Village Conference 
Center. . 

Tickets available at the offices 
of the City of Chelsea and 
Chelsea Area Chamber of 
Commerce. Reservations must 
be made no later than Dec 10. ' 
Make checks payable to the 
Chelsea Chamber of Commerce, 
310 N. Main St., Suite 120,, 
Chelsea.^148118. 

For. more information on tick­
ets, call 1-734-475-1145. 

Nancy Harris, founder of 
Hearts Community Service, is the 
recipient of the 2009 Citizen of 
the Year Award. 

This year; the Citizen of the 
Year committee also is honoring 
two longtime community contrib­
utors: will Johnson and Bill 
Chandler: Johnson waspresldent 
of Chelsea Community Hospital 
for 23 years arid provided a 
vision and. innovative leadership, 
that few could replicate. • 
Chandler is one of Chelsea's citi­
zens who has quietly provided 
mentoring and support to the 

• community for many years. 

• Holiday Concert 
The Chelsea High School 

Chamber Choir will host a 
Holiday Cqncert at 7 p.m., 
Saturday at the Chelsea First 
United Methodist Church. The' 
show, under the direc^en of 
Steve Hinz, is free. 

•Free concert 
The Stockbridge Area Arts 

Council is sponsoring a free 
Christmas Concert by Barons of 
Brass at 4 p.m. on Sunday, at the 
Historic Stockbridge Township 
Hall in downtown Stockbridge. 
Doors will be open for seating at 
3:30 p.m., 

• Giving back 
Chelsea is a dedicated and 

giving community. Because of 
this generosity, the Chelsea • 
Hometown Holiday Committee 
would like tp invite residents to / 
participate in a brand new fea­
ture to the Hometown Holiday 
Parade on Saturday. 

The Hometown Holiday 
Committee, in partnership with 
Faith in Action, would like to 
encourage everyone to bring a 
non-perishable food item (no 
glass please) to the Hometown 
Holiday Parade and donate it 
to Faith in Action volunteers 
who will be'marching in the 
parade. Students from Chelsea 
High School clubs will eagerly 
collect your much-needed 
donations from the Faith in 

"Action float all along the \t 
parade route. Items especially 
needed are: canned meat, 
boxed baking mixes,, laundry 
soap, and hygiene products. 

•Youth Theater 
"••" The Chelsea-Area Players 

Youth Theater presents "The Best 
Christmas Pageant Ever" by 
Barbara Robinson. This family 
comedy has been a favorite of 
Young readers the world over 
since 1972. Funny, memorable 
and outrageous, it is the story of 
a family ofincorrigible children, 
the Herdmans, who discover the 

' Christmas story for the first time , 
and in so doing help everyone 
else rediscover its true meaning. 

Come join the talented cast of 
23 enthusiastic students for an 
hour of community celebration. 

The snows will be at 7:30 p.m. 
oh Friday and 2 p.m. on 

. Saturday and Sunday at the 
Beach Middle School Auditorium,. 
445 Mayer Drive, Chelsea. 

Tickets are $5 general admis­
sion and available at Chelsea 
Pharmacy, wvwch^aarea-
timiim, or by calling 1-800-
838-8006. They also wilibe avail­
able at the door. , . , 

' • C H S Madrigal Dinner 
Chelsea High School Choirs, 

under the direction of Steven 
Hinz, present their 18th annual 
Madrigal Dinner on Dec. 11 and 
12 at 6:30 p.m. at Pierce Lake 
Elementary in Chelsea, Mark 
your calendars now and make 
reservations online at chelsea. 
k12.mi.us/madrigaldinner or by ' • 
calling Barbara Obenchain 734-
475-9211. The cost is $25 per 
person. 

• Free concerts 
The Chelsea Chamber Players 

wiU present two free classical 
music concerts at 3 and 7 p.m. 
on Sunday in the historic 
Chelsea Depot in downtown 
Chelsea. This concert Will feature 
works by Felix Mendelssohn, 
Francois Couperin, Antonio 
Vivaldi, and William Grant Still • 
and performed by the profes­
sional CCP string musicians 
accompanied by 19 local high 
school musicians. 

A Christmas Carol Sing-A-. 
Long will follow each concert for 
those interested in joining the. •' 
orchestra. This program is pre­
sented as part of the Chelsea 
Home Town Holidays celebration 
and is open to all ages. 

, Donations will be accepted . 
and refreshments will be served 
during a reception following each 
performance. •» 

visit the CCP Web site at www, 
cheiseaghamberpiayerg.com for 
complete program information. 

• 'Around Town with Linda' 
. "Around Town with Linda" will 

feature Jim O'Neill, SRSLY, volun­
teer and business owner, beojn-
' ning today, "Around Town with 
Linda" features interviews con­
ducted by the local host Linda 

T 

Meloche. ' * 
The show airs daily on Channel 

' 18 at 7:30 a.m., noon, 7:30 p.m. 
and 10:30 p.m. 

A new interview begins1 every 
Thursday evening and runs for a 
week. The guests all live or work 
in Chelsea, and everyone con­
nected with the show is a volun­
teer. 

Previous shows are available to 
view at McKune Memorial Library. 
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JACKSON 
TRIPPERS 

784-8909 or 1-800-482-5761 
»"qflCAQq CBAITSHQr ...•Dec 4 
•mAPCWBRWKHALL" Dec. 8 
'"CHRCTaNPLMARKEraiĉ ..Dec. 12 
•TOafluWNewPMShow. ..Jan. 20 

•mimmmawsr m.® 
• COSTARKAfTOROVrO«mEL\ND ' 
• "AWaSA" Cruise & Landlbux. Jun, 18-30 

AUtrlpsleaveftamQielsea/ArinArbor 

Palm Springs 
California 

" February 17-March 8 
February 17 - March 22 

March8- March 22 
.„ • Round Trip AMERICAN AIRLINES 

•Group Rides to Airport 
* Baggage Handling & Tips 
•lodging, Mouniainview Hotel. 
• Some Meals & Tours -Dally Activities 
• Travel Insurance incliided 

wwwjnyMpperaxom 

Sleep in Heavenly Peace 
You sleep befierat night when yoiTlfrWw your family 
is>protectcd. Enjoy the holidays,.. and sleep better 
every night of the year knowing that your 
Farm Bureau Insurance ng«nt is protecting your 
future We N f j ^ ^ l P ^ 0 ofjrjiind 
in so maiy gugfpVyvttti 
Call U H W B M ™ ^ * 

Switch to AAA and save 
big on car insurance. 
AAA hgs numerous benefits and , 
services designed to save you time 
and money. Like outstanding 
coverage, competitive rates. 2417 
claim service and more. The best 
part though? Members can save up 
to $500 annually - maybe more -
on car insurance. Give AAA a call. 
We take care of our members. 

Rick Eder 
1250$.. MaitTStreet 
Chelsea 

134,475-4576 k M 
<vww.K iek l ;derAge iwy .com 

B I L L S T O C K W E L L M I K E S U L L I V A N 
wpstockwetlOaaamlchlgart.com m}8ulllvan©aaamlchlgan.com 

7444 DEXTER ANN ARBOR RD.» DEXTER 
4 blocks East of Baker Rd. In Morning StarBuHdlng 

734-426-3516 

HOMES THAT NEED ROOFING 
A select number of homeownens in 

Washtenaw County and the surrounding 
areas will be given the opportunity to have a 
lifetime Erie^etal Roofing System installed 

on their home at a reasonable cost. 
Call today to see if you qualify. No^ only will 
you receive the best price possible, but we 

will give you access to no money down bank 
financing with very attractive rates and terms. 

[An Erie Metal Roof will keep your hornet cooler 
in the summer and warmer in the winter. 

An Erie Metal Roofing System will provide 
your home with unsurpassed "Beauty arid 

Lasting Protection"! 
Don't miss this opportunity to save! 

.'.' www,ErieMetalR6bfe,com , 

1-800-952-3743 
email: rootlng@ertemetalroof8.com 

9477 North Territorial • Dexter 
734-424-0113 

Now Enrolling For Fall 2009 
• Infant, Toddler and Preschool 
• Full and Part T ime Child Gare 
• Before and After School Care 

Spanish Language Classes 

2009 
Best of Dexter 

Montessori Child Development Center 
US Commerce Association (USCA) 

* * * * * * * * Q p p M H O U S E * * * * * * * * 

Every Wednesday 6 - 7 P M 

6th Annual Toy Show 

sponsored by t he Sand Greek FPA Alumni 

December $, 2009 
" 9 ••!¥•. t o 3 p.lTh 

Sgricurfcural Toys &• Colfectables 
•Concessions* Kids Activit ies • 

6518 Sand Creek Hwy,, SandCreek, M l 48279 
(comerpf Gorman Rd. and Sand 'Creek Hwy) 

For more information please call 

• ^ ^ n n a S i m p k i m 

POTTERS GUILD 

Sat 6 Sun Dec 5 & 6 

Gifts for your family, 
your friends, and 

yourself by 
'4w Arbors 

top ceramic artists 

201 Hill Street, Ann Arbor 
(East of Meln St, 
North of Stadium) 
734«663^97Q . ' 
www.p6tt6ragulld.net 

Ann Arbor Clay Tour Participant: www.annarborclaytour.com 

is Sponsored by Saline Communify"El!(!Cltidn & 
CARES Advisory Council" 

IChelsea 
pia': Area 

Bnamber News 
WrVW.chel8e8mlchamlier.0r9 
MARK YOUR CALENDARS! 

CHELSEA HOMETOWN HOLIDAYS! 
Friday, Dec. 4th • Sunday, Dec. 6th 

Santa arrives at Pierce Park, Light Parade, 
Breakfast with Santa, Gingerbread House 
Workshop, Festival 0» Lessons & Carols 

Pleasevlsitwww.chelseafestivals.com 
for Schedule of Events and parade application or 

call the Chamber Office 
at 734-475-1145 for more details! 

Please support OUT community 
by shopping locally! 

CITIZEN OF THE YEAR BANQUET 
Wednesday, December 16th, 6:30 PM 

Chelsea Comfort Inn & Village 
Conference Center 

Help us honor our very deserving recipients -
Nancy Harris, Will Johnson, and Bill Chandler 

f- 0 r 
I n f o r m a t i o n Call <734)475-1145 

::w^§^§t[:l 

United Way of Chelsea 

www.chelseaun 

< 1 

• • • • • * 

http://k12.mi.us/madrigaldinner
file:///jocmai
http://wpstockwetlOaaamlchlgart.com
mailto:rootlng@ertemetalroof8.com
http://www.p6tt6ragulld.net
http://www.annarborclaytour.com
http://WrVW.chel8e8mlchamlier.0r9
http://Pleasevlsitwww.chelseafestivals.com
http://www.chelseaun
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Group eyeing public 
Municipal 
budget tuts put 
routes at risk 
By Austen Smith 1 
Heritage Newspapers . 

WillWashtenaw County 
residents support a new mill-
age to fund public transporta­
tion routes provided by the 
Ann Arbor Transportation 
Authority? 

Members of-a newly formed 
organization promoting the 
continued useand funding of 
public transportation through­
out Washtenaw County are -
asking that very question as 
area municipalities continue to 
make budget cuts putting bus 
routes at risk! 

The Washtenaw Partners 
for Transit group is comprised 
of local government officials, 
representatives of area com­
munity groups and concerned 
residents. They have officially, 
started the debate of whether 
the county would support a 
millage proposal for public 
transportation. The Ann Arbor 
Transportation Authority and 
the areas it services have faced 
declining revenue and peren­
nial budget cuts putting certain 
routes at risk of being cut alto-" 
gether. 

MWe believe that ifs impor­
tant to continue funding the 
AATA routes. There is so much 
demand for public transit. 
Gas prices are always going 
up, and if. we really want to 
restart the economy continuing 
to expand and support public 
transportation creates jobs," 
said Terri Blackmore, direc­
tor for the Washtenaw Area 
Transportation Study. 

The AATA, or known to resi­
dents as The Ride, is a nonprofit 
group mainly funded by the city 
of Ann Arbor with a dedicated 2 
mills per the city's charter. The 
Ride alsot»ntracts with the city 
of Ypsilanti, and Ypsilanti and 
Superior townships to support 
approximately 190 employees 
helping to provide more'than 
six million trips per yean 

Ypsilanti city bus routes have 
been in danger of cuts for the 
past several years and caused a 
slight uproar, especially among 
local seniors, when some routes 
were proposed to be cut in the 
summer of 2007. Recently, those 
reductions were back on the 
table in an effort to save the 
city approximately $64,000 per 
year, but were saved by federal 
stimulus funding authorized in 
September by AATA's board. 

The original proposal would 
have discontinued service for a 
vital route along Packard Road 
and cut some hours of opera­

tion for other routes. The stimu­
lus funding has guaranteed 
service through June 2011. 

As for out-county service 
providers such as the WAVE, 
Manchester Senior Services and 
the People's Express, funding is 
provided strictly by donations, 
which continues to leave these 
providers and other contracted 
AATA routes at risk without a 
dedicated public funding option, 

t Blackmore said. 
'Additional funding would 

provide more service, more fre­
quent service and longer span 
of service," Blackmore said. 

A survey that was recently 
distributed throughout the 
county asks residents if and 
how much they would be will­
ing to support in a millage for 
public transportation routes. 
Blackmore said they are now*' 
awaiting the results of that 
survey, but they have every 
intention of pressing forward 
and making more inroads with 
residents and municipalities, 

"What we are looking for 
is a dedicated funding for bus 
routes," Blackmore said. "There 
will be meetings; we will get 
input from the public of what 
they would see as their biggest 
need, I personally would hope to 
see something develop in 2010." 

For more information, visit 
the Web ^te www,parmersfor-
transit.org. 

AMk paving way &r transit vi^aii 
By Austen Smith 
Heritage Newspapers 

t h e Ann Arbor 
Transportation Authority 
Board of Directors has taken 
two steps forward in its 
effort to expand AATA's ini­
tiative toward becoming the 
public transportation pro­
vider for Washtenaw County. 

At its meeting Nov. 18, the 
board adopted resolutions 
affirming AATA's commit- . 
ment to develop a county-
wide transportation plan 
and a new vision statement 
for the public transportation 
organization. 

The resolutions were 
developed in support of a 
recent presentation by AATA 
CEOMichaelFordtothe 
board recommending: four 
measures designed to posi­
tion AATA to take a leader­
ship role in moving toward 
countywide service. 

"Approvalof these agree­
ments is a significant step 
in achieving our long-held 
goal to implement services 
countywide," said AATA 
Board Chairman Paul -• .•'.... 

Ford had recommended 

that AATA take the Mowing 
measures: 

•Adopt a vision state­
ment - A mission statement 
and a set of values previ-, 
ously had been approved. 

• Reorganize AATA under 
Act m Ford had explained 
that this would prepare 
AATA to administer funding 
for expanded service, includ­
ing countywide transit ser­
vice and a portion of com­
muter rail operating costs, 

1 • Move forward oh devel­
opment of a countywide 
transit system. Ford recom­
mended using a consultant 
to guide this development. 

• Integrate transit proj­
ects using the expertise of 
staff and consultants. Ford 
had reported on the benefits 
of integrating AATA's priori­
ties with other transit initia­
tives, 

AATA will retain a 
consultantto get the com­
munity involved & creating 
a community vision for 
countywide transportation 
and identifying the levels of 
service best suited to each 
area of the county. 

"We want the Washtenaw 

County community to get the 
biggest return possible for 
their investment in public 
transportation," AJegba said. 
"Whether people use public 
transportation or not, every­
one oenefits from its pres­
ence to the community," 

Further research is also 
being done on the advis­
ability of reorganization of 
AATA as an Act 196 author­
ity. 

To make the most 
informed decision, AATA 
has invited chief executive 
officers from other Michigan 
transit systems that have 
operated as Act 55 or Act 
196 authorities, of who have 
made the transition from 
one to the other, while seek­
ing millages, as well as legal 
consultants, to share their 
experiences. 

The discussion will take— 
place as a public meet­
ing 5:30p.m. Dec. &at ••• 
AATA's main office, 2X00 S. ; 
Industrial Highway, in Ann 
Arbor; 3 

For more information, e-
mail info@theride.org or call 
973-6500. 

project aMs Food Uaffiefers 
By Lisa Allmendinger 
Heritage Newspapers 

Amanda Johnson of Chelsea 
was among 20 Backwoods 4-H 
Club members who were lend* 
ing a helping hand during a 
seven-month countywide 4-H 
community service project. 

Oh Nov. 13, the club's mem­
bers and their families brought 
cans of food to kick-off a 
November canned food drive " 
that will be donated to Food 

Gatherers. 
"This is to help other people 

who don't have the money 
to feed their families," says 
Johnson, who also made fleece 
blankets for children at the 
University of Michigan C.S. 
Mott Children's Hospital last 
year. . 

Community service is a 
core value of 4-H. So, through 
March, members hope to 
encourage people throughout 

Washtenaw County to take part 
in a variety of community ser­
vice projects. 

"Each month it will be some­
thing different," says Kenna 
Ford, 12, of Pinckney. 

Lee Stults, 9, of Ann Arbor 
suggested that when people are 
at the grocery store and see a 
"buy one* get one free" offer, 
they could donate the second 
item to the food drive. 

Donations for the monthly 

programs can be dropped off 
at the Washtenaw County MSU 
Extension building at 705 N. 
Zeeb Road in Ann Arbor. 

In January, 4-H members 
will collect hats, scarves and 
mittens, Ford says.J 

Cindy Fischer, 4-H program 
coordinator, said the mittens, 
hats and scarves will be donat­
ed to the Ronald McDonald 
House and Delonis Shelter. 

Backwoods44fChibmento0mandM _ .. _.. . M ^M . 
aerated to Food Galriews. In tr» fronts Za^Fort,4,pfWr*kr^B^^ 
Ethan Roy-Bon^ Mftacfcrwmid^ 
6,o(AnnArbor,̂ Ho%r*m,&ofBrigrrtona^ ^ ^ ^ ^ J ^ ^ ' t ^ ^ ^ ^ t h e s t e r t o f a 
M8fcus.FortUotWndaTiy,K*>ro •• Backwoods 4 * Chib monthly moating. . . 

M 

http://transit.org
mailto:info@theride.org
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WWII sites with hjs son and 
the film crew. While filming, 
Barr was stopped on more 
than one occasion by groups of 
tourists, thanked for his war 
service, and asked for his pho­
tograph. He also met another 
veteran touring the sijes with 
hisownson. 

"It was really such an honor," 
Barr said. 

A look of gratitude and 
resolve settles within Barr's 
eyes as tie further recalls his 
recent journey to Normandy. 
"There were many memories' 
I had not thought of irt such a 
longtime that flashbacked as I 
was there on the beach, in the 
streets, but it really was such a 
positive experience," he said. . 

Barr received his draft notice 
in October 1941 and joined the 
Cleveland National Guard, a 
combat engineering battalion, 
in England in October 1943. The 
morning of Dday.at Omaha 
Beach, Barr was one of the first 
off his ship before it was hit with 
an 88-milimeter shell He was 
aliaison officer between two 
combat battalions and spent June 
6 traveling a mile and half of 
Omaha Beach on his own, avoid­
ing sniper fire, and eventually 
taking refuge in a wooded area to 
catch a few hours of sleep. 

The next morning he went 
back to the beach to find his 
battalion, which he did by mid-
afternoon the day after landing. 

"There were so many vessels 
and bodies all along the beach. 
It was a horrific day," Barr said. 

A highlight of Barr's recent 
trip included the privilege 
of raising the American flag 
at the Normandy American 
Cemetery where more than 
9,300 American soldiers are 
laid to rest. Thereafter/he 
placed flowers at the gravesite 
of Lt, Walter Bidlack who was 
assigned to take over Barr's pla­
toon the morning of the D-day 
invasion after Barr had a last 
minute reassignment to another 
battalion. Lt. Bidlack died that 
day on Omaha Beach. 

"There were times dur­
ing the trip that things were 
pretty emotional. For all of us, I 
think,4'added Barr. 

Keith Famie, executive 
producer of Vislonalist ., 
Entertainment Productions, 
echoes Barr thoughts. 

"Host my father, a WWII 
bomber veteran, seven years 
ago," she said. "I made the mis­
take of never putting a camera 
on my Dad and I regret that. 

P. Hbltz Est, 1947 

Our 62nd Year -Trees Up to 20ft. High 
U-CUT FIR. P!NI: and SI»RUC t 
O i ' t N 7 DAYS I O A M to DUSK 

HOLTZ CHRISTMAS 
TREE PLANTATION 

9381 Day Road, near Maybee, Ml 
734-587-315S 

7 miles Northeast of Dundee 
2 miles Southwest of Maybee 
3/4 miles West of Ida-Maybee Rd< 

SPECIALS' 

Dental Implants 2S50 
Entire procedure done in our office. 

Placement by board certified specialist. 
Call for a FREE consultation 

•Some leslrictiofis apply. 

Broad Street 
I»M:KIT^IL 

Family, Cosmetic and Implant Dentistry 
Trained in Prosthodontics 

Monday & Wednesday 
1 p.m. • 6 p.m,-

Tuesday & Thursday 
8 a.m.-'7 p.m.' -

Friday 9 a.m.- 2 p.m 
*Mo»t Inauwicon ' 

Accepted 

Malra Rodriguez, D.M.D. 
U of M Professor 

; 734426-8292 
3288 Broad St., Dexter 

Merle Barrwith his son Brad at the Normandy American Cemetery. 

World Premiere 
Chelsea's Merle Barr and his family will 

be at the premiere showing of "Detroit, 
Our Greatest Generation" at the Fox 
Theatre in Detroit on Sunday, Dec. 13 at 
7 p.m. The event will include special per­
formances by Mitch Ryder and Stewart 
Franke with the 338th Army Band, as well 
as a pre-recorded introductory message: 
from Tom Brokaw. Tickets are $23 and $33 
at Ticketmaster or the Fox Theatre box, 
office. Proceeds Will benefit the Yankee 
Air Museum and Michigan Chapter of 
Paralyzed Vets of America. The hour-long, 
commercial-free documentary celebrat­
ing the contributions of Michigan WWII 
veterans will be aired on \KDIV-TV4 on 
Wednesday, Dec. 16 at 8 p.m. and again on 
Christmas Day at 2 p.m. 

This was personally emotional 
and fulfilling for me - for every­
one." 

The effect of WWH on the 
next generation influenced 
Famie's decision in choos­
ing Barr for the filming in 
Normandy. * 

'1 was drawn to the deeper 
^tory of father-son and a son's 

clear understanding of what a 
father went.through then," she 
said. "It was a journey for two, 
not just Merle's," 

Barr said that his son, Brad, 
a Desert Storm veteran and . 
a Staff Sergeant with the Air 
Force Reserves, knew little of 
his WWH experience before 
their trip to Normandy. J 

"I think he learned more in 
a few weeks, than he knew all 
these years. It was great fun to 
share this with him," Barr said. 

Faith In Action 
. Faith in Action is currently 
seeking donations of dean, 
gently used winter clothing and 
household supplies. Donations 
will be accepted at the Chelsea 
location during open hours] 

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and 
Friday from 9a.m. to4p,nWand 
Wednesdays from 9 a.m. to 7p.m. 

People who made need help 
.with regular food, Thanksgivin 
g, Christmas or other emergen­
cies of eviction, or utility shut 
off are welcome to seek help 
during operating hours, or in 
Dexter on Mondays from noon 
to ~<rpm.,•andlVednesdaysftom 
4to 7 p.m. _ j 
• Food stamp applications, 
appointments for Chelsea Grace 
Clinic, WIC appointments 
are all available at Faith in 
Action. Sponsors are needed 
for Christmas sponsorship 

. program. Interested groups or 
individuals can call 475-3305. 

Join us for our 
WINTER OPEN HOUSE 

'£* 
Friday 

Dec. 4th 
$ Aim. to 6 p.lTK 

••• * ' 

. Saturday,. 
Dec. 5th 

8 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

.'•Consultants 
:. available 
- • Refreshments 

provided 
• Call us today 

MORTON 5 V 0 U 6 f e t 
BUILDINGS' 5PalmyraSMf 

Exercise should be enjoyable. No one understands that more than the talented 

£roup fitness instructors at Chelsea Wellness Center. From an invigorating 

Spinning class tq a meditative Yoga class, every member receives guidance and 

; - support;from the moment each class begins. From start to finish, we work with 

you to achieve greater health. , ' 

LIMITED-TIME OFPER: 
BRING IN THIS AD TO RECEIVE A 

¢=^¾ 

CHELSEA 
WELLNESS 
CENTER 

fO ATTEND 3OF 0UREXCITIN6 GROUP EXERCISECLASSES 
OFFER ENDS PCB.'-I; 2010 

Exercise your bady. Change, your l i t e ! 

/7>A/2\A 0 2 2 0 • wwwxholsr^wvoi lness orcj • 14800 (... O ld US 12. C h o K - w Ml 

• t 

• • • • « « 

...... 

file:///kdiv-tv4
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eyeing transit millage 
Municipal 
budget cuts put 
routes at risk 
By Austen Smith 
Heritage Newspapers 

Will Washtenaw .County 
residents support a new mill-
age to fund public transporta­
tion routes provided by the 
Ann Arbor Transportation 
Authority? 

Members of a newly formed 
organization promoting the 
continued use and funding of 
public transportation through­
out Washtenaw County are 
asking that very question as 
area municipalities continue to 
make budget cuts putting bus 
routes at risk. 

The Washtenaw Partners 
for Transit group is comprised 
of local government officials, 
representatives of area com­
munity groups and concerned 
residents. They have officially 
started the debate of whether 
the county would support a » 
millage proposal for public 
transportation. The Ann Arbor 
Transportation Authority and 
the areas it services have faced 
declining revenue and peren­
nial budget cuts putting certain 
routes at risk of being cut alto­
gether. 

"Wetelieve that it's impor­
tant to amtmue funding the 
AATA routes. There is so much 
demand for public transit. 
Gas prices are always going 
up, and if we really want to 
restart the economy, continuing 
to expand and support public 
transportation creates jobs," 
saidTerri Blackmore, direc­
tor for the Washtenaw Area 
Transportation Study 
- The AATA, or known to resi­
dents as The Ride, is a nonprofit 
group mainly funded by the city 
of Ann Arbor with a dedicated 2 
mills per the city's charter. The 
Ride also contracts with the city 
of Ypsilanti, and Ypsilanti and 
Superior townships to support 
approximately 190 employees 
helping to provide more than 
six million trips per year. 

Ypsilanti city bus routes have 
been in danger of cuts for the 
past several years and caused a 
slight uproar, especially among 
local seniors, when some routes 
were proposed to be cut in the 
summer of 3007. Recently, those 
reductions were back on the 
table in an effort to save the 
city approximately $64,000 per 
year, but were saved by federal 
stimulus funding authorized in 
September by AATA's board. 

The original proposal would 
have discontinued service for a 
vital route along Packard Road 
and cut some hours of opera­

tion for other routes. The stimu­
lus funding has guaranteed 
service through June 2011. 

As for out-county service 
providers such as the WAVE, 
Manchester Senior Services and 
the People's Express, funding is 
provided strictly by donations, 
which continues to leave these-
providers and other contracted 
AATA routes at risk without a 
dedicated public funding option, 
Blackmorasaid. 

'Additional funding would ..-
provide more service, more fre­
quent service and longer span 
of service," Blackmore said. 

A survey that was recently 
distributed throughout the 
county asks residents if and 
hoWimuch theyjvould be will­
ing to support in a millage for . 
public transportation routes. 
Blackmore said they are now* 
awaiting the results of that 
survey, but they have every 
intention of pressing forward 
and making more inroads with 
residents and municipalities., 

"What we are looking for 
is a dedicated funding for bus 
routes," Blackmore said. "There 
will be meetings; we will get -
input from the public of what 
they .would see as their biggest 
need. I personally would hope to 
see something develop in 2010." 

For more information, visit 
the Web sjte wwwpartnersfor-
transit.org. 

| y Austen Smith 
Heritage, Newspapers' ; 

TlieAnnArbor 
Transportation Authority 
Board of Directors has taken 
two steps forward in its 
effort to expand AATA's ini­
tiative tdwarti becoming the 
public transportation pro­
vider for Washtenaw County. 

At its meeting Nov. 18, the 
board adopted resolutions 
affirming AATA's commit­
ment to develop a county-
wide transportation plan 
and a new vision statement 
for the public bansportation 
organization. 

The resolutions were 
developed in support of a 
recent presentation by AATA 
CEOMichaelFordtothe , 
board recommending four 
measures designed to posi­
tion AATA to take a leader­
ship role in moving toward 
couh^ide service. 
; '^provalof these,agree-

ments is a significant step 
in achieving our long-held 
goal to implement services 
countywlde," said AATA 
BoarticMrmanPaul 
Ajegtiar; ; ; •-.'-• -• 

Ford had recommended 
\:>&-'i.\ 

that AATA take the following 
measures: 

• Adopt a vision state­
ment -A mission statement 
and a set of values previ­
ously had been approved. 

• ReorganizeAATA under 
Act 196. Ford had explained 
that this would prepare 
AATA to administer funding 
for expanded service, includ­
ing couhtywide transit ser­
vice and a portion of com­
muter rail operating costs. 

• Move forward on devel­
opment of a countywlde 
transit system. Ford recom­
mended using a consultant 
to guide this development. 

• Integrate transit proj­
ects using the expertise of , 
staff and consultants. Ford 
had reported on the benefits 
of integrating AATA's priori­
ties with other transit initia­
tives. 

AATA will retain a 
consultant to get the com- , 
munity involved itt creating 
a community vision for 
countywlde transportation 
and identifying the levels of 
service best suited to each 
area of the county. 

"We want the Washtenaw 

vision 
County comraunitj fa get the 
biggest return possible fi>r 
their investment in public 
transportation," Ajegbasaid. 
"Whetherpeople use public 
transportation or not, every­
one benefits from itspres-
ence in the community ?. 

Further research is also 
being done on the advis­
ability, of reorganizatida of 
AATA asian Act 196 author­
ity 

Tomakethemost 
informediiecisionr AATA, 
has invited chief executive 
officers from other Michigan 
transit systems that have,, 
operated as Act 55 or Act 
196 authorities, or who have 
made the transition from 
one to the other, while seek­
ing millages, as well as legal 
consultants, to share their 
experiences. 

The discussion will take 
place as a public meet­
ing 5:30 p.m. Dec. 8 at 
AATA's main office, 2700 S. 
Industrial Highway, in Ann 
Arbor. 

For more information, e-
mail info@theride.org or call 
973-6500. 

4-H prqfecTmds Food liatherers 
By Lisa Alimendinger 
Heritage Newspapers 

Amanda Johnson of Chelsea 
was among 20 Baqk woods 4-H 
Club members who were lend­
ing a helping hand during a 
seven-month countywide 4-H 
community service project. 

On Nov. 13, the club's mem­
bers and their families brought 
cans of food to kick-off a 
November canned food drive 
that will be donated to Food 

Gatherers. 
"This is to help other people 

who don't have the money 
to feed their families," says 
Johnson, who also made fleece 
blankets for children at the 
University of Michigan C.S. 
Mott Children's Hospital last 
year. 

Community service is a. 
core value of 4-H. So, through' 
March, members hope to 
encourage people throughout 

Washtenaw County to take part 
in avariety of community ser­
vice projects. 

"Each month it will be some­
thing different," says Kenna, 
Ford, 12, of Pinekney. , 

Lee Stults, 9, of Ann Arbor 
suggested that when people are 
at the grocery store and see a 
"buy pn,e. get one free" offer, 
they could donate the second 
item to the food drive. 

Donations for the monthly 

programs can be dropped off 
at the Washtenaw County MSU 
Extension building at 705 N. 
Zeeb Road in Ann Arbor. J 

In January, 4-H members 
will collect hats, scarves and 
mittens, Ford says. 

Cindy Fischer, 4-H program 
coordinator, said the mittens, 
hats and scarves Will be donat­
ed to the Ronald McDonald 
House and Delonis Shelter. 

Bacl(too<fe4«aubmea^&ntfth^ j 
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WWB sites with his son and 
the film crew. While filming, 
Barr was stopped on more 
than, one occasion by groups of' 
tourists, thanked for his war " 
service, and asked for his pho­
tograph. He also met another 
veteran touring the sites with 
his own son. 

"It was really such an honor," 
Barrsaid. 

A look of gratitude and 
resolve settles within Barr's 
eyes as he further recalls his 
recent journey to Normandy. . 
"There were many memories 
I had not thought of in such a 
longtime that flashbacked as I 
was there on the beach, in tile 
streets, but it really was such a 
positive experience," he said. 

Barr received his draft notice 
in October 1941 and joined the 
Cleveland National Guard, a 
combatengmeeringbattalion, 
in England in October 1943. The 
morning of Eklay at Omaha 
Beach, Barr was oneof the first . 
off his ship before it was hit with 
an88-milimeter shell He was, 
a liaison officer between two 
combat battalions and spent June 
6 traveling a mile and half of 
Omaha Beach on his own, avoid­
ing sniper file, and eventually 
taking refuge in a wooded area to 
catch a few hours of sleep. 
. The next morning he went 

back to the beach to find his • 
battalion, which he did by mid-
afternoon the day after landing. 

"There were so many vessels 
and bodies all along the beach; 
It was a horrific day," Barr said. 

A highlight of Barr's recent 
trip included the privilege 
of raising the American flag 
at the Normandy American 
Cemetery where more than 
9,300 American soldiers are 
laid to rest. Thereafter, he 
placed flowers at the gravesite 
of Lt. Walter Bidlack who was 
assigned-io take over Barr's pla­
toon the morning of the D-day 
invasion after Barr had a last 

Our 62nd Year-Trees Up to 20ft. High 
U-C'UT MR. I ' IN I <wul SPRUf t 
OPEN 7 IMYS - 1 0 A M to IMJSK 

HOLTZ C H RtSTMAS 
TREE PLANTATION 

9381 Day Road, n<?ar Maybee, M l 

SPECIALS' 
RHohzEstlW 

734-587-3155 
> 7 miles Northeast of Dundee 

2 miles Southwest of Maybee 
3/4 miles West of Ida-Maybee Rd, 

Dental Implants 2950 
Entire procedure done in our office. 

Placement by board certified specialist, 

Call for a FREE consultation 
'Some /esUictions apply. 

V . i : 

BJEMNTIPAIL, 
Family, Cosmetic and Implant Dentistry 

Trained in Prosthodontics 

" " S ^ r Malra Rodriguez, D.M.D. 
Tuesday & Thursday UofMProfeMOr 

"&7?i> 734426*292 
Innurano** &-. „ _ _ _ . _. _ <̂  

Accepted 3288 Broad St., Dexter 

Merle Barr wtth his son Brad at the Normandy American Cemetery. 

battalion. Lt. Bidlack died that 
day on Omaha Beach. . 

"There were times dur­
ing the trip that things were 
pretty emotional. For all of us, I 
think," added Barr. 

Keith Famie, executive 
producer of Visionalist 
Entertainment Productions,' 
echoes Barr thoughts. 

"I lost my father, a WWn 
bomber veteran, seven years 
ago," she said. "I made the mis­
take of never putting a camera 
on my Dad and I regret that. 

Fattti in Action 
Faith in Action is currently 

seeking donations of clean, 
gently used winter clothing and 
household supplies. Donations 

- will be accepted at the Chelsea 
location during open hours 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and 
Friday from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., and 
Wednesdays torn 9 a,m, to 7 pm 

People who made need help 
with regular food, Thanksgivin 

. g, Christmas or other emergen­
cies of eviction, or utility shut 

/ off are welcome to seek help 
during operating hours, or in 
Dexter on Mondays from noon ^ 
to 4 p.m„ and Wednesdays from 
4to7p.n> 

Pood stamp applications, 
appointments for Chelsea Grace 
Clinic, WIC appointments 
are all available at Faith in 
Action. Sponsors are needed 
for Christmas sponsorship 
program. Interested groups or 
individuals can call 475-3305. 

World Premiere 
Chelsea's Merle Barr and his family wjll 

be at the premiere showing of "Detroit, 
Our Greatest Generation" at the Fox 
Theatre in Detroit on Sunday, Dec. 13 at 
7 p.m. The event will include special per­
formances by Mitch Ryder and Stewart 
Franke with the 338th Army Band, as well . 
as a pre-recorded introductory message 
from Tom Brokaw. Tickets are $23 and $33 
at Ticketmaster or the Fox Theatre box 
office/Proceeds will benefit the Yankee 
Air Museum and Michigan Chapter of 
Paralyzed Vets of America. The hour-long, 
commercial-free documentary celebrat­
ing the nnntri hntinnft nf Michigan WWII ; 
veterans will.be aired on WDIV-TV4 on 
Wednesday, Dec. 16 at 8 p.m. and again on 
Christmas Day at 2 p.m, 

This was personally emotional 
and fulfilling for me - for every­
one." 

The effect of WWII on the 
next generation influenced 
Famie's decision in choos-
ing Barr for the filming in 
Normandy, 

"I was drawn to the deeper 
story of father-son and a son's 

clear understanding of what a 
lather went through then,"ihe 
said. "It was a journey for two, 
not just Merle's." 

Barr said that his son, Brad, 
a Desert Storm veteran and . 
a Staff Sergeant with the Air 
Force Reserves, knew little of 
his WWII experience before , 
their trip to Normandy 

"I think he learned more in 
a few weeks, than he knew all 
these years. It was great fun to 
share this with him," Barr said. 

Join us for our 
WINTER OPEN HOUSE 

• * \ 
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't 
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8 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
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Exercise should be enjoyable, No one understands that more than the talented 

"group fitness Instructors at Chelsea Wellness Center. From an invigorating 

Spinning class .to ameditative Yoga class, evdry member receivesf guidance and 

support from the moment each class begins, From start to finish, we work with -

you to achieve greater health. . * 

^ LIMITED-TIME OFFER: 
BRING JNT"HtS AOtQ RBC6IVE A 
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CHELSEA 
WELLNESS 
CENTER 
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TO ATTEND 3 OF OUR EXCITING GROUP EXERCISE. CLASSES 

OFFEReNbS FEB. 1,2010 ' 

.,.' Exercise your body. Change, your life! 
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Letters to the Editor 
Letters may be sent to Michelle 

Rogers at mjogers@heritage. 
com or mailed to Letters, 106 W 
Michigan Ave., Saline, Ml 48176 

www. henumc.com 

PAGE ft A Our policy 
It is our policy to run all local 

letters to the editor that deal with 
local issues and are not personal 
attacks. Letters must include the 
waiter's home telephone number 
and address.. 
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' What do vou like to watch on television7 

OUR TAKE: Editorial 

A. Nows 

B. Sitcoms 

C. Reality shows 

I). Dramas 

You're not a Mc 
us a break 

have hit a deer 
Ihave had a love-hate relationship with 

deer for a long time. , 

A herd of mem live on my property 
in Sylvan Township, near Chelsea, 
that ranges in number from 12 to 16, 

depending on the year. __ 
I've oohed and aahed after 

discovering newborn fawns 
curled up in the tall grass 
on the back of my property. 
However, I've said more than 
a few bad words when I dis­
covered that they had eaten 
my tulips and miniature rose 
gardens. 

Although j'pay the mortgage 
for this place, the deer look at 
me as a squatter—but one who 
: regularly fills the bird feeders 
that they so enjdy emptying. 

In November, I'm acutely 
aware that the deer skitter 
more frequently across the 
local roads than during other 
times of the year. 

HOME 
FRONT 

LISA 
ALLMENDINGER 

But after living here for more than 10 
years, I know this road, and where the 
deer generally cross it. 

In fact, I've joked with friends that I 
have a greater chance of hitting a deer in 
______ my own driveway than while 

driving on the roads. 
They tend to hang out in the 

driveway and delight in mak­
ing me wait until they are good 
and ready to move before I can 
get into my garage. 

Well, all that changed about 
a week ago, when I hit my first 
deer. 

It happened less than a quar­
ter mile from my home. 

And it was scary 
I saw her coming at the driv­

er's side full tilt, so I floored it. 
I read somewhere the worst 

thing you can do is hit the 
brakes, so I took a gamble. 

And it paid off. 
The doe hit the front quarter 

the deer, as far as I could tell, is OK, too. 
But this means I will become a statistic 

in nexfcyear's Southeast Michigan Council 
of Governments vehicle-deer crash data. 

I decided to do some research after the 
mishap and found that Sylvan Township . 
ranks second only to Scio Township in the 
number of deer-vehicle crashes. 

'. In both 2006 and 2007, there were 94 deer-
car crashes reported in Sylvan Township, 
while in 2008 there were 93 listed. * 

TecHnically speaking as one of my 
friends pointed out, the doe hit me. She 
jumped out of a thicket and was headed 
straight for my driver's side window. 

The most ironic thing is my van had 
remained dent free as I made those month­
ly payments for the last three years. 

I just paid it off in October, so perhaps 
this was its christening. 

*You dent it, you own it. 
Plus, my friends tell me, until you hit a 

deer, you're not officially a Michigarider. 

Area hunters and early evening dark- panel of my van and like apoolball.rico 
ened skies mean 1 drive a lot more slowly dieted, while I kept going, 
in this area. , I'm fine, the van has. a slight dent and 

Lisa Allmendinger can be reached at 1-
877-995-NEWS (6397) otat -
lallmendingef@heritage.Gom. 

With, everything going on to Washington, D.C.< these 
days, there are a lot of Americans who flunk' 
Congress has gone to the dogs. 

Well, it just so happens that if a Michigan con­
gressman gets his way, that description could be 

taken literally. • 
US, Rep; Thaddeus McCotter, R-Livonia, wahtsa tax 

break for veterinary expenses. ( 
His proposal is called HAPPY, an acronym for the 

Humanity and Pets Partnered through the Years Act. 
"No matter the age: of the owner, pets have been shown 

to reduce stress; safeguard against depression, improve 
social skills and even ease loss," Mceotter wrote in a letter 
toother members of Congress. 

HAPPY would cover everything from procedures such as 
declawing and fixing broken bones to treatment for com* 
mon ailments like worms and parasites. 

In addition, popular surgeries such as spaying and neu­
tering would be ̂  ; 
ing animal overpopulation easier to control. ' ' 

t h o u g h we can't say for sure, if this biU led to fewer 
animals on the streets that would be fantastic," George 
Carr, a lobbyist for the Okemos-tased Michigan Veterinary 
Association, said in areport by The Associated Press. 
' We don't want to seem like we don't like dogs, cats or 
other household pets, but seriously, there's a logic problem 
withHAPPYv . • • 

If your dog injures a leg; you'll get a tax break for veteri-
--. narian fees, But if your child breaks a leg playing fodtball; 

you're stuck with whatever costs aren't covered by a health 
insurance plan, if you are lucky enough in this tough;; 
economy to have insurance. 

And, yes, we realize pets can reduce stress and depres­
sion, but so can a number of legal drugs, whic* 
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not tax deductible. 
And while HAPPY has picked up support from some 

organizations and animal societies, no one has even 
attempted to determine how much federal tax revenue 
would be lost If the bill becomes law. 

As Congress struggles with healthcare reform, should 
" taTbreaks be given for our pets? 

We don't think so. 
But we will note that there are insurance policies that 

can be purchased that cover the care of animals, 
Many people frequently say that pets—particularly dogs 
—live better lives than some children. That is, obviously, a 
reference to kids who are from poor families that are find-, 
trig it hard to make ends meet. < , " * 

That's why it's ironic that while Washington endlessly 
debates healthcare reform and seems to put people at the • 
bottom of the priority list, there's legislation to help ani­
mals. 

-We're all for the humane treatment of animals,, pets or 
' otherwise. And we'll concede that the congressman is sup­
porting this bill with only the best of intentions. .. 
But it also cries out as an example of misplaced priorities, 

We need to focus on health care for humans, Animals . 
can take a back seat at this time. ' 

We praise McCotter for the hard work and dedication. 
He has proven that he is an independent thinker and will 
vote his conscience, even if it means taking an unpopular 
stance. •*. 
x But in this case, we believe the congressman is not quite 

{on track. *<» 
. Currently, this bill seems stalled in the Ways and Means 
Committee.lt>s probably best if it never makes it out,» 

ere's a good reason why care debate, two wars and the 
political columnists rare- sorry statepf the economy 

around here. 
Approximately 1,500 souls 

showed up to buy her book 
in Grand Rapids, 

• • h i 

- I ly offer up anything 
• remotely connected to 
• Thanksgiving, because 

there is so little for 
which to give 
thanks. " 

Should everyone 
be rejoicing at the 
professional man*-
ner in which the 
lawmakers and gov­
ernor resolved tills 
year*sbudget? ,. 

Orbetteryet, 
should we be thank­
ful that they took 
tWoweeksofffor 
hunting season and 
turkey day because, 
as the old saying 
goes, if they aren't 
in town, they can't 

'do anything to harm 
•you. -,-,,•,:,:,-,,..,,,,;, ,....:.-,:-

You get the point 
However, now that you are 

feasting on leftovers from the 
Thanksgiving Day feast, let's 
see if it's possible to write a 
Thanksgiving postscript? 

Thank you to Sarah Palin. 

GUEST 
OPINION 

TIM 
SKUB1CK 

and by the media 
accounts, the 
turnout provided ' 
enough to launch 
her bid for the 
White Hous^ in four 
years. 

A little per­
spective please: 
Michigan has 9 
million people who 
did not go to Grand 
Rapids. That that 
mere handful tf 
"Palin-toldgists" 
does not a move­
ment make ... media 
accounts notwith-

r— ~ standing. 
Thanks to the Gang of 44 

in the Michigan House: After, 
spending almost 10 months in 
hibernation, this freshman 
class has shown signs of life as 
it tackles a rewrite of how we 
fund our schoolsand pushes a 
long overdue effort' to revamp 

She has provided a nice distrac- the state's awful term limits law. 
tioh from theiargantuan health To be sure they have not 

produced any results, but their 
heart is in the right place if the 
votes so far are not 

. Thanks to House Speaker 
Andy Dillon: Notfor his pro­
posed rewriteof the state's 
health care system, but for 
providing the long running 
"wiU-heKJr-won't-ne-run-for-gov^ 
errtor"saga. 

He and nis minions have 
managed to keep the thing alive 
for months, but the end is in ' 
sight for which we can also be 
thankful. 

Thanks to Gov. Jennifer 
Granholm for scrubbing the 
holiday parties at the executive 
residence mis year: The time-
honored tradition dales back to 
former Gov. William Milliken, 
who was so enthralled by hav­
ing the Capitol Press Corps 
over to thehouse that he had 
his staff flick the lights on and 
off precisely at 7 p,m. whe î the 
bash was scheduled to end. 

This governor, of course, 
would never be so tacky but 
she could use the rest as she 
prepares to enter her final year 
in office. . 
"?. Thanks to former Gov. John 
Engler, who is secretly plotting 
to influence the outcome of the 

next race for governor: What's * 
a political dogfight without the 
ultimate in political dogfighters 
sticking his nose into the fray? 
Especially while reports chv -.,-.-
culate that he and his wife are 
looking for a new home back 
here. 

Thanks tothe Senate . 
Republicans for teaching our 
childrett that the Worti "com*- w 

promise''is indeed a four-let­
ter word and that it is better 
to avoid seeking the middle . 
ground on ahytiiing if it damag* 
es theGOP chances of winning 
the next election: Kids, don't do 

: as they say--compromise in 
the legislative process is not a 
dirty word. *-. 

Finally thanks to those politi­
cal bloggers who add to the dis­
course and manage to do it with 
total disregard for any journal-. 
istic standards, including pur­
suit of that little thing we call 
the truth: You make the rest of 
the media look pretty good. 

In and of itself, that is quite 
an accomplishment--and some­
thing to be thankful for/ 
:- Jim Skubick is.tfte host of the 
TV show "Off The Record" arid -, 
blogs regularly afwww.thenews- -
herald.com. , ' 

s a program 
at 

With public school funding --. or a lack of it—all over 
the news lately, there is"a program out there that : 

offers a clean, easy way to make your dollars count 
right in the most importantplace, the classroom; 

Adopt-A-Classroom is a national program found: 

ed by a corporate attorney, James Rosenburg. 
Roseiiburg was working in Florida at the time and was 

mentoring students at a low-income school. He was shocked 
at the school's lack of resources. 

He and a friend started Adopt-A-Cla9sroonf, which connects 
donors to classrdoms. Teachers can go online and explain ' 
theirclassroom needs via 

Many people dqntkii?)vv 
that^urveys showttiirt 
teachers spend an aveK 

age of $1,200 annually of 
their own money on basic; 

supplies for their ciass-
rooms. '"'•' 

a form at www.adoptaclass-
room.com. 

Interested dbnorsgo 
online, selecta classroom 
andmake a contribution. 
Itcart.be done on any type 
of criteria—geography, 
school, teacher, etc. 

The teacher then has the 
-ability to use the donated 

credit for classroom needs. 
The donor receives impact 
reports that detail how the. "• - -̂1-—:,•,"" '' •'•••- -,• '• : • 
money was used. Teachers • 

• who redeive donations communicate yearlong with the 
• donors, which can be companies, service clubs or individuals. 

Many people don't know that surveys show that teachers 
spend an average of $1,200 annually of their own money on 
basic, supplies for their classrooms. Teachers in poorer dis­
tricts spend eveh more. 

This is a clean, efficient way to conteibute directly to edu­
cation by having your, donations put to use directly in the , 
classrooms. If you're looking to help, Addpt^A-Classroom is a 
great place to start. 
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