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WISD millage hike 'in the best interest' of students 
py Terry Jacoby * • » " • 
Heritage Newspapers -

Mark Van Bogelen, 
president of the Washtenaw 
Intermediate School District's 
board, says that approving a 
regional enhancement millage 
on the Nov. 3 ballot 18 "in the 
best interest of our children, 
cur schools and our communi­
ties." '>.:••• 

Voters in 10 Washtenaw 
County school districts will 
decidi just how much "strong 
schools" should cost when 
they go to the polls to vote on a 
2-mill increase over five years 
to help fund WISD programs. 

The district's millageirate 
for 2009-10 is 3.9745 mills, a 
total of the general and spe­
cial education fundŝ . The hew 
millage rate, if the enhance­

ment millage is approved, 
would-be 5.9745. 

The millage would come out 
of residents' property taxes. 

The WISD board approved 
the action last week after 
receiving 10 identical 
resolutions from its 10 local 
boards of education seeking 
the enhancement millage. 
Michigan law states that an 
intermediate school district 
must act once it receives reso­
lutions with identical requests 

-from boards of education. 
representing a majority of the 
students within the ISD's con­
stituent school districts. 

The law ajso requires the 
board to distribute 100 percent 
of the funds back to its local 
districts based on the number 
of students in each school 

In comparison 
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district. WISD is a regional 
education service agency that 
works with the public schools 
in Ann Arbor, Chelsea, Dexter, 

Lincoln, Manchester, Milan, 
Saline, Whitmore Lake, 
Willow Run and Ypsilanti to 
promote continuous improve­

ment of achievement for all 
students. 

Van Bogelen understands 
that many families in 
Washtenaw County are expe­
riencing difficult financial 
times. But he stresses that this 
millage request isn't the only 
way the WISD is dealing with 
economic uncertainty and 
shortcomings. He says that 
cuts have been made and tough 
decisions looked at before 
asking for more money from 
already struggling citizens. 

"School districts have made 
cuts and found ways to be 
more efficient," he said. "Plus, 
the schools have been work-, 
ing together in more than 86 
different areas to cooperate, 
share or consolidate services 
and staff to cut costs. And 

they are continuing to look 
for additional ways to save 
money." 

Cutbacks in personal also 
have been made. 

"The district employs about 
200 people," Van Bogelen said. 
"Over the last few years, WISD 
has downsized by not filling 
vacant positions, sharing 
staff, laying off staff and con­
solidating programs." 

Some school districts, includ­
ing Chelsea; recently approved 
a bond issue, which are gener­
ally requested by individual 
school districts. Revenue from a 
bond issue only can be spent on 
capital projects, such as build­
ing construction or districtwide 
technology. 
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County Budget Crisis 

Commission looks 
at 
By Sean Dalton 
Staff Writer 

The county is going to bal- -
|nce its budgets for the coming 
fiscal year: the only question is 
"how?" -J'>:•• 

presented a framework last 
week for cutting an additional 
$11.7 million from the budget 
representing some 181 full-time 
positions drawing payroll indi­
rectly from general fund money. 

Originally, the county had 
thought it would face a $26 
million structural deficit in 
2010-11, but on Aug. 3 that defi­
cit increased to $30 million or 
more. , 
• Commissioners had hoped 
to close the remainder of the 

Sp after making $12.8 million 
cuts from the 2010 budget 

and $800,000 the following year 
through talks with the unions 
-concessions were thought 
to be the bulk of Phase II of 
the county's budget balancing 
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Some department heads were 
reluctant to discuss their pre-

: ^^^rr^M^:<:'•'.'. 
Washtenaw County Head 

' Start Administrator Patricia 
Home McGee said most of the 
proposed cuts to her operation 
would be teaching positions. 

HeadStart is one of several 
unmand " 
cuts-
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'Hor*£M<^ saidthat ^ 
program that has been in the" 
county for 44 years would be a 
big loss to the community, to the 
children and to the families." 
. Her department has 100 

employees at five locations 
throughout the county , 

The organization is funded in 
partiy federal grant money as 
well, but she characterized the 
loss of 35 teachers as a blow to 
Washtenaw Head Start 

"We are fully enrolled and 
ready to serve the next class 
of 561 children and families so 
we're looking forward to a very 
good school year," Home McGee 
said,- -.¾ - K - V : 

She didnot know if cuts 
would affect the current school 
year, saying that would "be 
determined by the county," 

County officials admit that 
the budget situation and the 
deficit resolution are fluid In 
nature. The revised financial. 
forecast shows projected rev-

; enues of $91.4 million in 2011 
with expenditures of $121.6 
million. 

Some operations wouldn't 
affect the community quite as 
much, aside from job loss. 

There has been talk of saving 
$11 million by eliminating the 
Planning Advisory Board and 
Planning Commission, both of 
which are part of the county's 
strategic planning group. 
. Getting rid of building 
inspection services could save 
another $239,547 in general fund 
money With few new building 
projects and developments 
going up in this economy the 
demand for such services is 
small^ccordingto GuenzeL, 
; The county's support services 

department of six employees 
could be cut to save $750,000. 
$taffw^uld simply have to ^ -.. Achievement Award" tough tomorrow, 
''adjust" accordingtocounty Candidatftinusteiweflh^workorpar-
officials. ticipate in Chelsea or one of the surrounding 

Officials at the Washtenaw townships. 
County Community Support & "^eCitizehof the Year award is one of 
T^tmenmrvidesonlcesin. _—the mostmlpor4antaw|rtoowcommu-»--.-. 

Deadline tomorrow nominations 
conimunity?'Ifyoutakethetimetodothis,you 

•rthy individuals,' 
By Terry Jacoby " 
Herrtage Newspapers wi l l easy generate a list Of WO] 

The Chelsea Area Chamber of Commerce . thatshpuldbecwnsidei^fortheseawards,'' 
is acwptiiig nominations for both "The Pierce says Chelsea is blessed with a wealth 
Chelsea Citizen of the Year" and "The Lifetime of residents who are committed and dedicated 

to serving this community , 
^ many cases, these individuals goabout 

Ypsilanti could not be reached , 
for c6mraent Administrator 
Donna Sabourin's operation 
faces a $2.4 million reduction to 
mental health services, which 

Lwbuld mean the loss of 91.4 full-, 
time jobs. 

Another $586,000 cut to public 
and environmental health is 
. alsomfbr consideration. <••'••' 

Ifs dtfflcuit to pin down 
PLEASE SEE C0UNTY/16-A 

nity can bestow on our residents," said Bob 
Pierce, executive director of the Chelsea Area 
Chamber of Commerce. "It seems like we all 
have busy schedules. We are immersed in the 

wrformingtheir tasks without any 
he said. "Often, they do this by choice, but 
frequently it is because they are doing this out 

' • ' • - *»a j i 
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moments looking at our community: 
: "Ask the question,'Who do I know who has 

c^neMmethingttethashelpedi 
or contributed to the posrafct ' 

The deadline nominations is tomorrow 
- The Chamber and the Chelsea Standard cc-
8pon8or the event ,• 
•; "Nominees should come from all walks of 
life iwtliinited to the busmess community,'' 
Pierce said, <(We have been successful in reach-
ih^thatgoalWehavehadprivatecitizens, 
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last chance 
one 

week away 
By Sean Dalton 
Staff Writer . 

Last Thursday citizens for the 
Chelsea Livery building stated 
their case to the Downtown 
Development Authority and 
were told to bring forth a pro­
posal with serious backing 
behindit 

Residents Larry Bean, Kathy 
Clark and Tom Diab spoke to 
the DDA during public com­
ment, which turned into an 
open discussion that closed out 
the Thursday morning meeting. 

"They seem to be still mov­
ing towards demolition unless 
the historical society can come 
up with a buyer," Bean said 
Tuesday night "But if it's up to 
the DPA they said that they've 
voted and if they're going to do 
anything with it they're going 
to demolish it." 

DDA President Michael 
Jackson could not be reached 
for comment as of press time. 

Authority officials repeated 
that they do not have the money 
to deal with the Livery in the 
fashion that the citizens in favor 
of keeping it intact as a histori­
cal asset would like. 
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Class of 1914 

The Chelsea High School Class of 1974 held their 35th reunion on , 
Center. ApprodinatsV 40 class memb^ 
Presldem Lany Doll welcofhed the gjoup vimo 
following dinner, Doll spoke about the various displays ofmemxtt i l iaonhandttM 
Ing pictures and writing messages. Lynne RoslowskKFariey presented a memorial to trie 12 classmates that have died M 
since graduation. Ori Sunday aflernoon, a group of 12 class menr i ^n r t at Pierce Park for Ifie 
"painting me rdck."The Class Reunion planning committee consisted of Larry Dofl, Lynra RoatowsJd-Fartey, Loretta 
RoskowaW, Brian Amett, Bob Weir, Rtehaid Clark, RobenCouiy, John Besman, Doom < 
Several other classmates helped as well by furnishing current contact intoimmton for othem to 

How to feet good aliotit that oiti car! 
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RAYERS 
L A N D S C A P I N G 

FIELD 
MOWING 

1 to 10 Acres 
Other Services 
• Stump Grinding • Firewood 
www.rayerslandscaping.com * 734-747-8058 

FREE 
Est imates 

Sisters sell bits and 
bobs to 

Switch to AAA and save 
on car insurance. >~ 

AAA has numerous benefits and 
services designed to save you lime 
and money. Like outstanding 
coverage, competitive rates, 24/7 
claim service and more, The best 
part though? Members can save up 
to $5(¾ annually - maybe more * 
on car insurance. Give AAA a call. 
We take care of our members* 

m\ 

Sisters Rosie, 8/and Ellie, 6, 
Beale of Chelsea demonstrated 

• both entrepreneurial flair and 
an early inclination towards, 
philanthropy last weekend 
when they held a craft sale 
in order to raise money for 
their forthcoming trip back 
to England, and to benefit the 
Chelsea Center for the Arts. 

Rosie came up with the idea 
after reading an American Girl 
book about putting on a craft 
sale, and called their booth'Bits 
and Bobs/ as most of the things 

- on sale were made out of old 
bits they found laying round 
thehouse. 

"We spent twowhole weeks • 
making things, and it was cool 
because we got to work and 
have fun at the same time," 
Rosie said. 

Among the many homemade 
' items were the 'button bugs/ 

made from their mom's col­
lection of old buttons, with 
pipe cleaners and'googely eyes 

, added. 
Ellie most enjoyed making 

the recycled crayons, "It was 
exciting when our first cus­

tomer came," she said. Friends 
and neighbors came by and- ,. 
purchased from the girls, and, 
after totaling everything up, 
Rosie and Ellie were pleased 
to present Aubrey Martinson 
of the CCA with an envelope 
containing $7,55-10 percent of 

'their total earnings, - >. 
Mom, Sue Beale, a volunteer 

and Board Member at the CCA, 
was proud of her daughters' 
hard work and fund-raising 
initiative. 

"Clearly the girls see me vol-
- unteering and supporting the 

CCA, and it's lovely to see how 
this has rubbed off on them," . 
she said. 

CALL US TODAY FOR A FAST AND FREE QUOTE 

BILL STOCKWELL MIKE SULLIVAN 
wpttockweM6aMmlchigan.com mlMilllvanOaaamtchlgan.com 

7444 DEXTER ANN ARBOR R D * DEXTER " 
4 Mdcka Eart of Baker Rd. In Morning Star Building 
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Save on your Auto 
and Home Insurance.. 

If you hifive your personalaiito and homeowners 
insurance with us, both policies will cost you less, 
Exclusively'for. Michigan 
drivers and homeowners,., 
froiit Farin IByroau Insurance] 
Call now. 

Rick Eder 
1250 S. Main Street 
Chelsea 

734-475-
>vww.RicltE 

m$\\&n** Insurance Company 

- - - - ^ inhM BUREAU 
JfJ^fi^^WwffiSw. 
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Rve Course Elegant Dining 
Bar Service • 
3 Hour Round Trip 
Murder Mystery Onboard 
thelrath 
Wine Tasting Trains 
Business Charters 
Gift Certificates Available 
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114 N Main Stteet • Suite? 
Chelsea, Michigan 48118 

family Law Attorney 
whbExpertou* 
YouOmThut 

Serving 

Family Divisions 

of the Washtenaw. 

Jaclcson and Livingston 

County Circuit Courts 

7.chds«i£uniiyiflw.com 
email: susan@chelscaramllylaw.com 

Questions, 
Anyone? 

Qet answers about federal 
government programs, 
benefits, and sendees from 
the Federal Consumer 
Information Center. 

Just call toll-free: 
1-800-FED-INFO 
(That's 1-800-333-4636) 

Mon-Fri 8am-8pm ET 

or visit 
r.ptteblo.gMugor/oall 

U.S. General Servke* Admiration 

JB'S BOBCAT 
SERVICE & RENTALS 

[H'nih;ive;!ii!!,'; ' E 
Wt cm iicnuii -.'ti:i; < v/ 

York Rake and 
lYencher Backhoes, 
Post Hole Digger & 

Fork available at 
additional costs 

Call475-1921 
or 320-9241 

TREE REMOVAL 
, * 

Call Today About Our Summer Specials! 
iUMMER STORMS CAUSE DAMAGE1 Remove HAZARDOUS Dead Trees Nov/ 

A-1 TREE, INC. <i-aiK£-
aarvlao PeirHr, CfttUtt, Salini, Ulan, tUntfttttar * * * * * ** J 

"4)426-8809 

Looking To Buy or Sell? 
Put my experience to work for you! 

3888 0sburn 
$125,000 

Cheryl Clossick 
Associate Broker, GRt, CRS, ABR 

Home Office (734) 429-4543 

601E. Michigan Ave. 
Saline, MI 48176 

VieW all my listings at 
www.CherylClossidc.com 

Cute a* a button and ready for its new 
owners!?- This 3 bedroom, 1 bath 
ranch is freshly painted with some 
updates in batKroom &-kitchen, 
upgraded stainless range and 
dishwasher, beautiful private large lot 
great for entertaining and playing. 
Priced right and it is not a short sale! 
Call for your private showing today! 

Kidsland Montessori School 
9477 North territorial > Dexter 

734-424-0113 
Web: www.kid8landcare.com 

Email: kid8land@kld8landcare.com 
«• W e offer full or half-day Kindergarten programs. 

• Dexter schools will provide transportation to or from 
Kidsland for children enrolled In public school Kindergarten. 

• Children will attend pm Kindergarten session at Kidsland. 

N o w enrol l ing for 
S u m m e r / F a l l 2 0 0 9 - 2 0 1 0 

Come rind sec out school' 

OPEN HOUSE 
Saturday, August 28 • 10am 2pm 

Refreshments & Snacks 
OPEN HOUSE Every Wednesday from 6 7pm 

fr"# 
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flChelsea 
,.ji:; Area 
lhamber News 

www.chelseamlchamber.org 

COMMUNITY EVENTS 
Chelsea Community Fair! 

August 25-29,2009 
Visit them at www.oltsl8e8fair.org 

Congratulations 
i , . 

to the Committee & Community Volunteers for making 
Chelsea SummerFest a success again this year! 

... "Sounds and Sights on 
Thursday Nights" 

continues through September 3 
...Sculpture Walk Chelsea 

chelseafestlvals.com 
Nominations 

Citizen of the Year and Lifetime Achievement 
Nominations accepted in the Chamber office through 

Friday* August 1 * & 

RememlMMrW. -: :" ; '^, i 
Shopping locally supports our 

. Chamber Members and our entire community! 

lor 
in format ion Call ,734)475-1145 
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Silver 

Garden 
There's nothing better, 
than fresh produce from 
a gaiden. Silver Mapie* 
Victory Garden-a cele­
bration of the Joys of eat­
ing looal-was created, 
designed, and planted oy 
ajolni effort of Silver 
Maples staff and resi­
dents, Sjrver Maples vol­
unteer and master gar-
doner Joan BIW, the 
Venture Crew 412, and 
the Chelsea Area Garden 
Club. 

Far right Mike Thayer, 
director of food services 
at Silver Maples, preps 
the kale harvested from 
the Silver Maples Victory 
Garden, 

Below right: Residents 
and staff are looking tor-
ward to a Caprese salad 
made from tomatoes, 
basil, and fresh mosarel-
la created by the Sliver 
Maples dining services. 
Left to right Ashley 
Golka.PordHasWns, 
Jessica Boehmer, and 
Mike Thayer. 
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WB: Swans killed by vehicle, not flreaim 

Don't jump to conclusions t>efore the Evidence is all gathered, 
right? But sometimes emotions get in the way And that's how area 
residents felt when they heard that three swans were shot Aug. 1 at 
theeornerof S e i o ^ h u i ^ a n i P i ^ 1 umpeter swans were discovered dead just off fee road and con-
Oiut'd citizens contacted the Department of Natural Resources, 

The two swans were last seen on a pond on private property, 
where the swans had livedfor the last few years, at about 9r>m. 
July 31. They were discovered around 4^0 a.m. dead in the pond, 
according to Mary Dettloff, public information officer for the DNR, 
v/iiich also is handling the inv.estigation, •' 

But despite earlier reports that suggested the swans had been • 
shot, DNR officials conflrmed Aug.8^at the swans hadbeenhlt 
by a vehicle. DNR wildlife veterinarians at the Wildlife Disease-
Laboratory in Lansing reported that blunt trauma, not gunshot 
woundJ.wasthecauseofdeathinthecase; 

''OLu*mitialsuspicionthatafireaimrnayhAWbe«n involved 
was solely based on fee offiwr'sv^uaj inspection of the bird car­
casses at the scene," said Dettloff said. 'Resole reason we sent 
the birds to fee lab to be necropsied was to pinpoint the cause. The 
birds were all X-rayed therejmd no peUei$ or bullet fragments 
were found in any of them.They all sustained broken bones and 
internal injuries consist with blunt trauma/* 
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But the WISD enhancement 
millage will benefit all 10 local 
school districts. Revenue from 
it will be used for district opera­
tions, including student pro­
grams and operational expenses. 

It will be a local decision 
on where the money is spent -: 
because Van Bogeien says each 
local school district knows best 
where the money is needed the 
most. 

"This request is about main­
taining the quality of our local 
schools, preparing our children 
for 21st century jobs and attract­
ing jobs to the community," 
VanBogelen said. "So, if you 
have children in school or live 
or work in the community, this 
millage will be important to you. 
Themoney—100 percent of 
it ~ will go to our local public -
schools, And it will be used to 
keep our schools strong so that 
our communities can attract 
good jobs because businesses 
want to locate where there is a 
highly qualified workforce. And 
good jobs in our communities 
mean employment opportunities 
for our children." 

Van Bogelen says there are no 
plans for another tax increase at 
thistime. 

'•Wecan'tpredictwhat 
Michigan's economy will be like 

in five years," he said. "But we've 
carefully studied fee current 
situation. Andwedoknowthis . 
request for 2 mills for five years 
is what our schools need now to 
help meet the needs of our chil­
dren and our communities/' 

Each county is different in fee 

Funding for the. Intermediate 
School District for Wayne 
CkmWoperatiohs comes * 
primarily from state aid and 
$4,789,900 from 1/10 of a tax mill 
levied in Wayne County The 
2O0W)9budgetfor day-today 

NEW PATIENTS WELCOME 

way an intermediate school dis­
trict is funded and how each one 
operates, making comparisons 
difficult. Another variable is the 
sizeof the ISD, Washtenaw, for 
example, is small compared with 
Oakland, Macomb and Wayne 
counties. 

Oakland has 28 local school 
districts (about 230,000 students), 
Macomb serves 21 public schools 
(150,000 students) and Wayne 
serves 34 school districts (312,000 
students'). They are the three 
largest ISDs in the state in stu­
dent membership. 

-Washtenaw serves 10 public , 
school districts (46,000 students), 

Oakland County taxpayers 
paid a combined millage rate 
of 3.3690 for 2007-08. Oakland 
schools' operating budget is 
divided into three funds: General 
Fund (0,2003 millage levy), 
Special Education Fund (2,5456 
millage levy) and Vocational 
Education Fund (0.6231 millage 
levy). 

.Mac 

$20 million. WayneRESA J 
receives almost $120 million 
from a 3.5-mill special educa­
tion property tax levy This 
along with $68 million in federal 
grants is distributed to local dis­
tricts to educate children with 
disabilities, 
* To view the most current 
collaborative/shared/consoli­
dated services list, visit www. 
wash.kl2,mi.us and click on fee 
enhancement millage button. 
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Unlimited classes 
now through December 2009. 

Bring a friend. 
Share the savings. 
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"New customers only at participating locations. 
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Photos by Lisa 
' Allmendinger 

Jackie Hermann 
is the director of 
'•' the home 

Improvement 
outlet at the 

Habitat tor 
Humanity 

Restore at 170 
Aprill Drive In 

Ann Arbor. 

Trash to treasure 
Habitat Restore offers alternatives to fixer-uppers 

-*Tv' 

fy Lisa Allmendinger 
A2 Journal 

Jackie Hermann first stepped 
into a Habitat for Humanity 
Restore while living in Kansas City. 

"I used to shop at them all the 
time," she says. 

Three years ago, she was hired to 
run the Ann Arbor Habitat Restore, 
which offers new and gently used 
surplus building materials. 

Jose Paz of Ann Arbor is a fre­
quent customer at the store, located 
at 170 Aprill Drive ih Ann Arbor. 

"Jackie's the best sales person," . 
he says. "She's honest and she 
knows everything about what's. 
here." 
* Paz says Hermann will tell cus­

tomers whether an item runs well, 
"If she doesn't know, she'll tell 

you that, too," he says. 
Paz enjoys shopping at the 

Restore because the inventory 
changes every day 

Hermann says the store gets 
donations from individuals, con-. 
tractors and businesses, and they 
get a tax deduction, aswell. 

"If you don't find what you're 
looking for today, come back tomor­
row," Hermann says^adding that 
the store's location, which is close 
to chain home improvement stores, 
offers people an opportunity to 
price shop. 
. "We're more like a Lowe's or a '•• 
Home Depot, rather than a Target," 

Fast facts . 
' Habitat for Humanity Restore 

Surplus building materials at 
5Q#> 75 percent bjlpw, retail prlc-

^toiw 
es 

ff ipaythrough Friday atfpTS, 
amto4p,m,Saturday, , •' » 

Address: 170 Aprill Drive. 
Telephone: 1-734-8(22-1530, 
Online: www.h4h.prg, > 

Facebook - • '.* ^1 A , •.,* 

she says, adding that the Habitat's 
Restore does not compete with 
other reuse and recycling stores 
because of the type of materials 
they have in their inventory-

However, about 1,400 tons of 
material has been diverted from the 
land fill since the store opened, says 
Theresa Finney Dumais, develop­
ment director for Habitat. ' 

Following Habitat's mission of 
"enriching our whole, community 
through a-legacy of affordable horn-
eownership," the 15,000-square-foot 
Restore offers affordable building 
materials. 

Hermann said 88 cents of every 
dollar spent at the Restore goes into 
Habitat homes. . 

From paint to stoves, electrical 
to windows and doors, the Restore 
offers materials at 50 to 75 percent 
below retail prices. 

All sorts^f materials are 
recycled and repurposed, Finney 

Jose Paz, a 
frequent cue-
lonieraiine 
Habitat for 
Humanity 
Restore, vteita 
with Jackie 
Hermann, 
director of 
home 
Improvement 
outlet•> 

Dumais said, 
"People will be redoing a kitchen 

and they'll call, and we will go and 
either take the cabinets out or, if 
they have already been taken out, 
we'll take them away and people get 
an immediate tax write-off," Finney 
Dumais said. 

Volunteers help Herman* 
run the store, including future 
Habitat for Humanity nomeown-
ers. 

Also included in the list of sup­
plies are countertops, lighting 
fixtures, appliances; tools, and lawn 

and garden equipment. 
The Restore offers "high-qual­

ity materials at reasonable prices 
to improve and rebuild existing 
homes," Hermann says. 

Volunteers are always needed, 
she says, especially those wha have 
heating and cooling experience. 

Organizers, stockers, truck driv* 
ers and clerical officer workers are 
alsoneeded. 

Lisa Allmendinger can be reached 
dings 

877.905-NEWS{6397).' 

ige: 
m at lailmendlnger@heritage.com or at 

By Lisa Allmendinger • 
A2 Journal 

•" Tvewrittenhundredsof thousands words in 
mylifetimeasareporter. 

They've appeared in magazines and newspa­
pers, and some of them have been good enough to 
win awards 

Many of my stories have been improved at the 
hands of thoughtful editors and others have been 
ruined by the worit of not-so-thoughtful ones. 

ThisleadsmetoauthorHarryDdlan'snew 
book titled "BadThings Happen." Ijustfinished 
reading the transplanted Ann Arbor author's 
debut. 

On July 28,1 weiit to his book reading, briefly 
interviewed him and took his picture, 

Following his reading, I was intrigued enough , 
to buy the book. I wanted to find out why the 
main character referred to himself as''the man 
who calls himself David Loogan." > 

When he read portions of the book, I liked his 
style and his descriptions. 

I wanted to identify with his main character 
—to get inside his head and find out why he 
would help Tom Kristoll, a man he hardly knew, 
buryabodyinMarshaUPark. ., 

I wanted to understand why he had considered 
Kristoll a friend, yet had an affair with the man's 
wife — , _ _ ~ 

I wanted to like this 
book -really I did. " 

And I guess, in a way, 
I liked it enough to read 

HOME 
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Itriedtoloveprhate 

LISA 
AILHENDINQER 

LaFontaine 
* • • * 

in Saline 
Proudly 

Welcomes 

To The 
LaFontaine 

Family! 
FREE PICK UP A N D DELIVERY 

the characters—yet, 
all I could muster was 
no-hum. 

Ironically the book 
needed some of its char­
acters edited out, but ' 
not in body bags, while 
the main characters 
needed to be fleshed out. 

There was a great 
story hidden in a book 
that could have used a 
better editor. 

"Bad Things Happen" 
had great tempo and all the makings of a really 
good story, but its myriad of characters threw it 
off track, and many of them served only to con­
fuse the reader while adding nothing worthwhile 
tothestory 

I wanted to believe the rational behind all the i 
murders, butl didn't -..- "' 

I think I kept reading because Dolan chose 
Ann Arbor as the book's backdrop, 

And, perhaps, the author's friends were so 
excited that he had finally been published. 

But when I flipped the last page, I was let down. 
I (hdn't care if Elizabeth Waishkey the Ann 

Arbor Police detective, livedor died, 
Therejust wasn't enough about any of the 

niain characters to make me root for them. 
Yes, lots of bad things did happen during the 

book, which is enough to keep a mystery reader : 
reading, but it fell slightly short of what I'd hoped 
todiscoverattheend. .> 

Thereisasequelplannedandrilcertainlygive 
thisfirst-timeauthorasecondchance. 

I want him to succeed because he's a good 
writer. He just needs a good editor to rein him in ) 
to make good things happen. 

Lisa ATimendinger can be reached at 
lallmendlnger@heritage.com or at 877-995- "•.? 
NEWS(6397). -. ^- ] 
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to kids 
^ Usa AHmendi.nger" 
A2 Journal 

Kenneth Gaffleld, 6, of Ann 
Arbor, thought maltfng "trees" 
in abroccoli forest was the most 
fun part of a "KidsCook l" class 
held last week at St Joseph's 
Women's Health Center m Ann 
Arboc. 

He was among eight children 
who learned to cook healthy 
chicken nuggets, ABC vegetable 
soup, pyramid pizza, magic fruit 
parfait, granola and funny rolls 
Aug.4. 

"Everyone loves chicken nug­
gets," said Jocelyn Bidlack of 
'Saline. 

Starting with their funny 
10¾ which were made into pret­
zels, birds and hot dog shapes, 
the group of 5-to 8-yearolds 
learned u e tun of healthy cook­
ing before sitting down to eat 
their culinary creations. 

The children's cooking class 
is among a number of classes 
offered at St Joseph Mercy 

.^Health System that teach chil­
dren and adults the ABC's of 
healthy and tasty dishes, said -. 
Jennie Hahn, a registered dieti­
tian. 

Theprogram gothelpflsom 
the Ann Arbor Recreation and 
Education program, which " 
included the classes in its catalog. 

"St Joseph Mercy Health 
System recently partnered with; 

'•—Aim Arbor Recreation and—— 
Education to cross-promote class 
offerings and the results have 
been tremendous," said Susan 
Kheder, director of women's and 
children's services at the hospi­
tal "We value this partnership 
because we are able to spread the 
word about oin; ran and healthy 
"coking classes through the com­
munity." 
Kenneth's mom, Carrie 

Jaffield, said she has made cook­
ies with him before, but this was 
leflrstrall-coursemealthat 
ley had made together. 
EUeSophiaLage,5,of Ann 

Arbor and her mom, Suzanne 
Mrozinski, enjoyed making ABC 
vegetable soup together. 

Elle Sophia said she couldn't 
pick a favorite station. 

"I liked all of them," she said. 
Her mom said making 

trees out of things like broc-
coli "makes them fun instead of 
being a vegetable" 
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V 5 ' with Kids 
pfibtos by Usa Allmendlnger . • " 

UHiana Poeocco of Cambridge, Ontario, Canada aixl her aurt, Dana Mofoa^rtYpsllaiitJ, make grano­
la tkjr^''Kkte Cook 1" at St Joseph Mercy Health System. 

Ann Arbor Civic Theatre 
will hold auditions for its 
Studio Series production of 
Gen LeRoy's poignant com­
edy/drama "Not Waving...,"- ..'• 
directed by Cassie Mann. 

Auditions taHe place from 
5 to 7 p.m. Aug. 25 and 26. 
Callbacks, if needed, take place 
Aug. 27. Actors need attend 
only one of two regular audi­
tions, but should be available 
for callbacks. All auditions 
take place at the Ann Arbor 
Civic Theatre Rehearsal Studio, 
322WAnnSt. 

The class also drew Lilliana 
Posoccoof Cambridge, Ontario, 
Canada, who was visit- ^_ 
ing Dana Morgan of 
Ypsilanti, her aunt 

They had fun mak­
ing NutriCare deluxe 
granola made of rolled 
oats, almonds, sunflower 
seeds, dates, raisins, 
honey and brown sugar. 

"We want to get chil­
dren in the kitchen, and' 
they're more likely to 
cook at home," Hahn said. 

Hahn said today's society is 
so fast-food oriented that these 
types of classes are a way to get 
the younger generation to enjoy 
healthy cooking. 

Plus, members of the group. 
took the recipes home so they 

to be 
25-26 

"fiiNot Waving...," afre* 
spirited young woman and her 
uptight mother rekindle their 
relationship in a rollercoaster 
journey of love, laughter and 
transformation. 

It has roles for three to four 
women ahd one to two men 
ages 20 to 65. Auditions consist 

, of cold readings from the script 
and movement No pre-registra-' 
tion is required Production 
dates are Oct 9 through 17. 

For more information, visit 
the audition page at www.a2ct. 
org or call 971-2228. 

could try them in their own 
kitchens. 

Hickey, 4, of Farmington made 
pyramid pizza.out of chopped 

_ • ' • • • • veggies, pineapple and 
. . . . . •' . . . . . ,. cooked ham or ground 
We want to get children in the siripinonamuffln. 
kitchen, and they're more likely onstrated how to properly 

• « « « A I , «* u* .v .« use a sharp knife andthe 
tO COOK a t n O m e . cMtacutiuJtheirown 

tidbits, 
Thehealtlrsystem 

dult fall harvest 
cooking class 

Slated frc^to7^0 p.m. 
Aug. 25. 

In addition, a salsa-making 

WiUlilS mmt 
-'Ann Arbor and her mom, Beth 
Barrett, help to make a magic and canning class will be held 
fruit parfait of low-fat vanilla from I to 4 pm, Aug. 22. 
yogurt, a variety of fruit and The fee for both classes is 
low-fatgranola. $35 and registration can be 

Heather Cooper of Ann Arbor completed online at www. 
andhergoddaughterr.Allie iareced.com. 

Sunday - Thursday 
Bring your kids and go avrlmmlng 

In our glau enclosed 
pool area & spend the night! 

Includes: 
•Large Pizza 
•2 Liter Pop 
• Hot Buffet Breakfast 

* Chelsea Comfort Inn 
Village Conference Center 

/6 / / ' ) Commerce Cork Drive, Chelsea Ml 18118 
(/hi) iVi 8000 ComfoiAmncUehva.com 
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Boars ;iro offirionl predators. But 
even their prowess is no match for an 
unbalanced ecosystem. 
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'' helping wildlife thrive. 
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In-Stock for Summer! 
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107 S. Main St., DOWNTOWN CHELSEA 
Shop online at w w w vogelscmdf osiers com 734 H/0~ l o U o 
Visit our local website www.VoqelscindFostersChelsca.com 

Please call 734-426-9000 
for an appointment 

A V A I L A B L E THIS M O N T H O N L Y ! 

FREE TOOTH WHITENING! 
For new patients 

(With exam, fcrays, and cleaning) 

Hours: 
' M o n . 8-5 

Tues. 7-2 
Thurs. 

10:30-7:30 
Fri. 8-2 

Or. Kolb is 
<lV<»iirtt>lc 

24 hours for 
o m o r y e n c y 

8031 Main St., Suite 303, Dexter 
Located in the Monument Park Building 

www.DexterDentlttry.com / 
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KaffilnBairett^uff7,ofAnnArt)OfarKJhefmom,BettiBaiTett, 
make a magic fruit parfait during a cooking class for children at St 
Joseph Mercy Health System. ' 
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I leather Cooper of Ann Arbor and her goddaughter, AWe Htekay; 4, 
of Farmington, make pfasa during chHdran'e cocMng daaa at St 
Joseph Mercy Health System. 
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FREE GAS 
Bring in this ad with your 
scrap and we'll pay you 
$10.00 for your gas! 

One Coupon p v week, per customer. 
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Call 734-424-0371 
8830 Jackson Rd. • Dexter 

TREATING PATIENTS LIKE FAMILY 
Is nothing new at the Podiatry Offices of 

Drs. Reznick & Wolf 
Care and 'lYcatmeni 

of Common Cool & 

Ankle Problems 

*.»*« i 

Accept Blue Cross, 
Medlsare, Priority Health and 
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Overpaid CEOs have hollowed 
out the middle class in America 

House Speaker Andy Dillon is 

By Chuck Collins and Sam Pizzigati 
Guest Writers 

Last February, amid public anger over 
millions of dollars in bonuses at bailedout 
insurance giant AIG, our top national polit­
ical leaders rushed to express their outrage -
—and even took some steps to place a lid on 
over-the-top executive pay. 

That lid has now come off. 
Treasury Secretary Timothy Geithner, 

with his just-released rules and proposals 
on executive pay has essentially turned the 
specific executive pay limits that President 
Obama announced and Congress legislated 
this past winter into mushy prescriptions 
that pose no real threat to the windfalls to 
which CEOs have become so thoroughly 
accustomed 

RememherthatiSOO.OOO "cap" "on execu­
tive compensation that the wnite House 
announced back in February? Thatmaxi-
m u m has now become a minimum. Under 
the new Treasury rules, a federal pay czar 
will "automatically approve" any paycheck 
from a troubled enterprise like AIG that 
doesn't top half a million—and even will 
allow with that paycheck "additional com­
pensation paid in the form of long-term 
restricted stock." 

None of this backpedaling on executive 
pay reform should surprise us. Since the 
early 1980s, the years when pay for power 
suits first started pirouetting up, up and 
away, the pattern has become depressing^ 
familiar. 

A CEO walks off with a windfall, A Wall 
Street highflyer hits an unimaginably mas­
sive jackpot. Editorial writers tut-tut. News 
magazines run cover stories about corpo­
ra te greed. Lawmakers hold hearings and 
earnestly insist on "pay for performance." 

And nothing changes. The outrages just , 
keep getting more outrageous. 

Two decades ago, a commentator labeled 
Warner Communications CEO Steve Ross 
the "prince of pay." Ross was averaging, in 
the 1980s, all of $16 million a year. 

In 1993, Walt Disney CEO Michael 
Eisner took home $203 million. An out­
raged Business Week called that sum the 
most any CEO "has made in a single year 
—or probably in an entire • • v.- •'. : 
career in the history of 
American business." 

Four years later, Eisner 
took home even more. 
He cashed out a stash of 
stock options and cleared 
$565 million, the "biggest 
payday for an executive in 
history," The Washington 
Post exclaimed. 

These days, that $565 
million payday almost 
seems .ordinary In 2007, 
the financial world's top 
50 hedge fujid managers 
averaged $581 million • 
each. We need to end, and 
soon, this endless escala­
tion of what our power 
suits get to stuff in their 
pockets. We simply can't 
afford to continue down 
the economic road we've 
been traveling. • -

Outrageously huge rewards, tiie eco­
nomic meltdown of the past year has made 
perfectly plain, have no redeeming social 
value. They serve only to create incentives 
for outrageous behavior. We need to start 
discouraging that behavior—and we can. 

The best place to start is the federal 
tax code. Right now, our tax code actually 
encourages excessive pay The mora com' 
panies shell out in executive bonuses and 
stock awards, for instance,, the more they 
can deduct off their taxes. 

Consider, for instance, Lockheed Martin, 
a company that feeds almost exclusively off 
government contracts. Lockheed recently 
announced that its CEO took home $26.5 
million in 2008. Under current law, almost 
all of that $26.5 million qualifies as a tax 

deduction for the company. 
One member of Congress, Rep. Barbara 

Lee from California, is moving to end tax­
payer subsidies for excessive executive pay 

• • ':.:• •', :. • .'• •• ••• Lee has introduced legisla-
-• ... , ;. tion, the Income Equity 

None of this back- ^ ¾ ^ ¾ ^ 
pedaling on executive a/vexecutivecomŵ a. 
r ^ . , . tion that runs over $500,000 

pay reform should etxmmitoiw* a 
- , / company's lowest-wage 

surprise us. Since worker. 
*k* *~*h. A noA* +u« Enacting this legisla­
t e early 1980S, the tion,s8ldl^,"woulddis-

u i courage skyrocketing pay 
y e a r s W h e n p a y TOr at the top and encourage 

power suits first of workers at the bottom^ 
started piroue 

X-

'-Ai 
- * 'MJ 

', w 

state'spublicempioyeeste^ ^ 
-from fee governor to public school bus drivers. , «i 

TheDemc<ratsflysitwiUsavethe8tatenearly$lbillion ">w 
aadsavesaool districts andlc^govermnentsmoney too. 'A 
'" ^ioideaisinWgutag,&lth<>ugtt^^ , $ 

l o u t " * .* ^-^ .'• - '1j 

,- fcuMenvisionsthestateoffertngihesa^ «! 
jb&Hh insurance options to l«^govett«mtftanflsfehool " o« 
d^trict8,butleavmgthemmeoprionofparticipating.; . 

He says if somepne has lower wets, they dOnTt have t&par- >* &;-wWcl»8oun&morethim»asonpW0, , ;. • , M 
^ .̂ araUK Dillon'sproposalwottld consoli 4at*the plafr ' ir 

nhig, delivery and administration of health care benefits, . n 
indud^gnegotiationsand purchasing under theOfficeof f 
$ta%EmployeK °- . '•<.>• .tf) 

<, Among other thjjigs, h e wants to 8 ^ standardised cover- m 
a^e to allow public employees and retirees to choose from the ' 

vehringurinecessary treatment, •• ^ ' ; 

' D i o n estimates there are 400,000 municipatand school m 
oyees in the state who could get lower insurance costs 
i also said the program could be expanded to businesses & employees m the state who could getlower insurance costs. *' 

, He a l to said the proterami 
and mdividiials, one* u ' s m p k w for pubUo employees. - w 

At the bottom. 

Tliere isnolegisMondraf tedyetandDil lonAdmltshis > 
plan m y mvolve several private health care carriers provid- n 

desperately needs raising. 
up, up and away, the J 5 a t t 5 8 B * 
pattern has become 1 ¾ ¾ ¾ ¾ ¾ 

depressingly familiar. ^ g f f ^ , t 
~~ T — For three decades now, 

- America's corporate aris­
tocrats have "performed"—and pocketed 
personal fortunes—by attacking the well-
being of average Americans. 

Over those years, they've downsized 
workers and outsourced jobs, They've gut­
ted pensions and benefits. They've hollowed 
out our middle class. 

We need to start heading in a different 
direction. And ̂ uicWy. 

Chuck Collins is a senior scholar at the 
Institute for Policy Studies In Its Boston 
office, where he directs the Program on 
Inequality and the Common Qood. Sam 
Pizzigati, an Institute associate fellow, 
Qdlts "Too Much," an online weekly on 
excess and inequality. They are c o - ' 
authors of "Executive Excess"' a yearly 
report on CEO pay. 

m plan is complicated and there most certainly are m a n y — 
,kinkstobeworkedout . , r - > *; 

But the problem is equally complicated and definitely »u 
partcrf the reason why governmentunits . fromlocalupto -w 
the state level, are struggling, if not drowning in a financial ><j 
quagmire. • . »' 

Option, • , _ . A[ 
Dillon, in a meeting with The Oakland Press, sounded ^ 

dedicated and sincere in his desire to help fix the ballooning, 
healthcare cost problem. - 'i 

We feel he deserves our support in trying to work out "the "; 
~ details of this plan and make it a viable, cost-savings one for H\ 

thestate. ' ' • •"'- •«!• 

But if itbltodsvoUtoapptential<x«tsavingsprogram 
«uld work, then Jtoe'cynicisra is counterprodu^ve and juM ;/, 

ill. 
I 

|)e helpful 
We need to keep an open mMd about Dillon's plan and we m ' 

urge Democrats and Republicans to work together on th is .w 

Some images slip quietly into 
your subconscious as you work 
in your world, flip through a 
magazine, or watch a TV show. 
Then, one day, you walk into 
your livingjfoom and decide" 
you need a little change. 
~ T walked into the house one 
day last week and was startled. 
to realize that there were no 
live plants anywhere to be 
seen, Not one. I 'm not sure 
how tha t happened, except 
that when I moved in I started 
work at Eastern Michigan -
University almost immedi­
ately. Bringing in plants some­
how fell off the radar. It was 
a lecture I saw online that put 
the idea back. 

A researcher, Kamal Meattle, 
from India suggested that with 
only three different plants we 
can grow our own fresh air and 

make our houses 
healthier. With his 
advice and a few 
empty corners to 
fill, I had my march­
ing orders. 

According to 
Meattle, the three 
essential plants for 
any enclosed space 
were the areca 
palm, mother-in-
law's tongue and the 
money p lan t A trip 
to our local grocery 
stores netted m e one 
decent-looking palm 
and one mother-in-
law's tongue. 

According to Meattle's 
research, the palm works best 
in living areas, The others con 

NEW IN TOWN 

MICHAEL 
McVEY 

ed to put those in 
'the bedroom. 

The first thing 
I noticed was the 
palm fit beautifully. 
It was like having 
an old friend visit- , 
ing. Its happy little ^ 
shoots and fronds 
spread out in a 
gesture like a wave.: 
It was reaching out 
for a hug. I snapped 
a photo and sent it 
to my daughter, on 
a summer visit to 
herindtherinlowa, 
and suggested she 

name our new house guest. Her 
response took only a few sec­
onds; "Mister Tree." Too funny. 
I pity the fool who doesn't 

vert carbon dioxide into oxygen water Mister Tree regularly 
at night, so it was recommend- Just having the large plant in 

my house was a soothing thing. 
With the window open, it gen­
tly shimmered in the breeze. 
This winter, when the branches 
outside are bare and the snow 
covers the ground, I am looking 
forward to the green. 

Meattle also suggests that 
bedrooms have as many as six 
to eight waist-high mother-in-
law's tongue plants. 

I think having a house full of 
self-diagnosad brown thumbs 
made me hesitate. The joy of 
having plants inside my house 
is reminding me that informa-
tion-about keeping them alive 
is only a few clicks away—and 
well worth Cie time. 

Michael,McVey is a professor 
in. Eastern Michigan .University's 
Teacher Education Department 
and can be reached at . 
mcveymdgmail.com ; -

prp^lem,put^1|ieu|ualpetty^Utic^wm'T ,. 
beaterribJytou^tasksometimesfOrourfolksinL^ » 

The potentikg^rrom a suc(»8sM program wou^ f 
only be desirable to the entire stale but His critically needed w 
inoiesejdireeconottiotimes, / i K '--, i . . \> „ / , 

Your Voices tetters to the Editor 
—the A2 Journal—some seri{ 
ous responsibility to your pub-| 
lie seems in order. 

What were you thinking? 
I bet you wifrget a lot of m 

on this one, 
Rick and Rachaii: 

Ann Art 

I I ONCE I'O LIKE TO BE RELEASED ON 
MY OWN RECOGNIZANCE .11 

the right thing 
On June 26, the House of 

Representatives made history 
by passing a comprehensive 
clean energy policy that will 
create jobs and help end our 
dependence on oil. The stakes 
are high. America's place in the ExP&ItSlOn Of 8lll)0rt 
world, the health of our planet Z Z X i h * m**m*Z 
and millions of new clean ene^ WOUIO WITOTO 
gy jobs hang in the. balance. As resident of Stonebridge 

With the help of - Estates and Pittsfleld Townshij 
Congressman Mark Schauer, since 1993,1 am intimately 
the House of Representatives familiar with the goings and 
took a step in the right direc- comings of airplanes into the 
tion, Thank you, Representative Ann Arbor Airport Myhouse^ 
Schauer for putting America is directly under the flight path 
on the path of clean energy and of nearly all departures from 
millions of new jobs. the airport, and if the runway 

Lisa Wo23iiak were to be extended even a few 
Executive Director more yards, I fear my house 

- ^ - Michigan l^f^eof—^uldnobngerbesafetolr^^ 
Conservation Voters in. Publishing photo 

As things are now, there are 

I never have written to a 
newspaper ever before. But! 

largeenough to cause my win­
dows to vibrate, to rattler 
on shelves attached to my i 
and to awaken me from my 

andmy wife are very avidbicy- ffiP^tirim&tf&M ^ 

^^S^^S^ 1 ¾ ¾ ¾ ^ 
t schooS" with thetttie' or tobkoff kter anCtherefore; 

w1tackT*rill8 Riders" ffiSS°J& 
underneatlibecausetheriders' youldno longer feel sale living 
hadnoheimetson.; -̂ «,twiiA«io,mAW 

Youarebasicallypromoting •^•J^^SSSSSSJSf 
fteideathatitisflotoniyOKto .. ^ 1 ¾ ¾ ^ ¾ ¾ ^ ^ fissa isaa 
without helmets. Certainly in 
the X Games the riders wear 
helmets. 

Even if this is a new thing 

planes, this expansion seems 
unnecessary. If safety i s t h e 
reason for expansion^ explain 

P,LEAS!SEgLITTER&/11-/ 

http://ativ.com
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By Sean Dalton 
Heritage Newspapers 

The closeness and love 
we feel toward someone is 
more often than not directly 
proportional to how much 
we miss them after they've 
passed on. 

Matthew Ulrich also has 

Sroven that the depth and 
readth of who a person is 

can give those left behind a 
powerful means to deal with 
the grief associated with 
mourning the death of a 
lovedone. 

Matthew died in a tragic 
accident in London Township 
March 29, just a week before 
his 13th birthday. He was 
riding his ,,———:— 
Kawasaki 
dirt bike on a 
private moto-
cross track 
along Plank 
Road in Milan 
when he lost 
control and 
fell. Another 
rider landed 
on top of him 
before he 
could get back 
up ana off the 
track^-

HiBi 

Belleville residentjoved the 
Belleville Tigers, so football 
jersey patches will be part of 
James* and Matthew's quilt. 
Jeans were-a wardrobe staple, 

> so every quilt will have blue 
jean patches. Each also will 
have a piece of a polo shirt he 
wore to Washtenaw-Christian 
Academy in Saline. Matthew 
also wore that shirt in a 
photo displayed during his 
memorial service. 

Holly says the process 
has greatly helped her in a 
number of ways, not the least 
of which has been the accep­
tance of her son's passing. 

"It was hard when-we were 
going through the stuff in the 
room. We didn't want to move 

"When I was cutting up his clothes, I 
would say to myself that I shouldn't cut 
these because he may need them some­
day, and then reality hit me — he's not 

ever going to need these, no matter what 
wedo." 

HOUY WHICH 

resident and teacher in 
Dexter, very quickly began a 
journey into the interests and 

Eassions that were close to 
er son's heart — one article 

of clothing at a time. 
"I'm going to be making 

five (quilts) total," she said 
last Thursday with resolve in 
her voice. 

She already has created one 
quilt from her son's clothing 
and various other items that 
he had worn and used during 
his young life. 

The first quilt went to his 
sister, Hannah, last Saturday 
as a going-to-college gift. His 
other sister, Meghan, as well 
as father Jeff and grandfa­
ther James Pitch will each 
get their own patchwork of 
doth memories. Holly will be 
making one for herself, too. 

"The clothes that he wore 
mean something different to 
each of us," she said. 

Matthew and his father 
loved riding dirt bikes, so 
that quilt will have patches . 
from dirtbiking apparel. 
He and his grandfather, a 

anything in his bedroom that-
reminded us of him," she 
said. "That's why it took me 
from May until July to begin 
the process." 

Right for everyone 
The idea seemed obvious 

to her, having made T-shirt 
quilts for friends and family. 
She knew what a quilt meant. 

"I said what a good way to 
remember him and make use 
of the stuff," she said. 

"The girls and I went in 
and cleaned out all of the 
clothes in his room," Holly 
said, sharing that she was 
loathe to move more than 
was absolutely necessary for 
the task, since she wanted to 
leave some things where they 
layfornow. . r 

So soon after his death, 
Matthew's absence seemed. 
unreal. 

"When I was cutting up his 
clothes, I would say to myself 
that I shouldn't cut these 
because he may need them 
someday, and then reality hit 
me—he's not ever going to 
need these, no matter what 
we do." 

Gradually the repetition of 
— the task before 

heir-cutting 
shirts and 
pants and paja­
mas and towels 
and blankets, 
—reinforced 
the reality that 
her son was lh.: 
a better place 
now, 

At first, the 
emotions were 
so strong that 
for a time she 

~ becamea slave 
to the task, as it became her— 
singular purpose. 

"When I worked on piec­
ing the first quilt together, I 
worked non-stop one day for 
more than five hours straight, 
and then after that I worked 
in smaller periods because it 
was just too much emotion­
ally." 

With time more and more 
creativity and positive energy 
went into the planning and 
design of the quilts. Each one 
features a stitch-print photo 

came with giving the quilts to 
her daughter, saying that she 
took the process one step at 
a time. , 

"You could tell she thought 
it was really cool... when you 
open up the quilt and see the 
pants he Wore to school." 
—The son who was always 
known as "a helper" by mom 
and others was helping yet 
again in a different way. 

Tm just trying to do what 
•he wouldTiavi wanted me to 

Holly didn't want to throw 0f Matt. The first completed 
or give away her son J things, qUilt that Hannah received 
but she had decided tha( she 
didn't want to treat her son's 
room and possessions entire­
ly like a time capsule. That's 
probably not what Matthew, 
an active and positive kid, '•'*" 
with an eye toward tomorrow, 
would have wished. 

Shortly after the Fourth 
of July, the process of going 
through Matthew's things 
and categorizing each item, 
based on the meaning it 
derived from his personal 
relationship with each family 
member, began in earnest. 

has a picture of Matt and his 
sisters riding an inter tube 
for the first time, The photo is 
outlined with fabric from the 
swimsuit he wore that day. 

"It was such a big dear 
because he'was scared to do it 
at first," HoUy said. "But they 
took the plunge and went tub­
ing together." 

Two more quilts are already 
pieced together and the oth­
ers are laid out and ready for 
that important step. 
. Holly says she didn't plan 

on the positive feelings that 

do," Holly said. 

We're never alone 
James Fitch has a lot of 

things he will remember his 
grandson for — not the least 
of which is that he turned out 
to.be a grandson. 

"I raised three daughters 
and then I had five grand­
daughters before Matthew," 
James said with pride in 
his voice when speaking his 
grandson's name. 

James wanted to bring his 
grandson everywhere with 
him, so he registered the plate 
"matt96" on his Ford pickup 
truck and had "grandpa" air-
brushed on one side of his Jet 
Ski and "Matthew" painted on 
theother. 

James couldn't get through 
talking about what Matthew 
meant to him without breaking 
down & few times from the grief. 

"I calledhim my first 
mate," he said. 

Matthew loved the water -
and really loved the Jet Ski, 
as he did all things that "had 
power" and inner workings to 

tinker with. 
"Years ago, he never wanted 

to ride on it with me, but then 
it got to the point where he ' 
would ride behind me and then 
we got to the point where he • 
wanted to learn to run it, and 
I would always ride behind 
him,": James said. 

Soon Matthew was riding 
on his oWn within 300 yards 
in front of their cottage up 
north. James fondly recalled 
ittinp in a rowboat watching 
s grandson enjoying him­

self on the waterfl 
Two years ago, James had 

taken Matthew, Meghan and 
Hannah to ̂ » Michigan Safe 
Boating course because he > 
wanted his grandchildren to 
be able to operate the equip­
ment legally when they were 
old enough. 

"We went on a Saturday 
and took the course, so each 
one of them had their certifi­
cate," James said. "(Hannah) 
was old enough that she 
could run it by herself. He 
was°really looking forward to 
next year." 

If not for the accident, 
Matthew would be up north 
riding around on the water 
right now, James pointed out. 

Matthew had been chang­
ing the oil and filling up the 
gas because he liked to fix 
things. 

"He was learning the -
responsibility and how to 
operate it, and he was really 
looking forward to next sum­
mer because he'd be 14 and 
could run the Jet Ski himself 
according to the law," James 
said. 

Since the age limit will 
increase from 14 to 16 in 
Michigan in 2011, it was 
important for Matthew to be 
independent on the water for 
a time, hfe^randfather said. 

"Ultimately* the reason 
I put his name on it was 
because every spring before 
we wentjip north, he would 
come over and take out the 
spark plugs and put in new 
ones and attach the wires. He 
would help me get it ready 
and we would start it in the 
driveway," James said. 

"It's his little craft to run 
and he was so proud of it." 

Matthew helped on his 
grandfather's boat, too. 
So, not only is the Jet Ski 
Matthew's craft, but perhaps 
the Water is Matthew and 
James'special place. 

There are dozens of memo­
ries that spill out of James 
when you talk to him about 
his grandson, and he intends 
to hold onto them and keep 
them close for the rest of his 
life wherever road or water 
may take him. 

DENTAL 
GENERAL DENTISTRY 

G.THOMAS POIRIER, D.D.S. * mtm<*&mtHct 
132 SOUTH INDUSTRIAL DRIVE, SALINE, Ml 48176 . 
(734) 944-7400 » FAX: (734) 944-5669 

HOURS: T-W-TM-F 94? I/O SAT. 8-1 

New Homes, Renovations, Additions 
Screen Porches, Decks, Sunrooms-

dettgo + build 

I j K U M I J ! 

f l l rBULDlNG COMPANY 
Certified Green Building Professionals 

107 W. Middle St., Chelsea, Ml 48U8 
www.rlemco.com 

734.475.8294 

P H A R M A C Y 

CARE 

COMEORT 

CONVENIENCE 
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7039 DEXTER ANN ARBOR RD 
DEXTER. Ml 48130 

(734)426.1600 <.• 
fiAX.(#34) 426-6780 
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• Mirrors > * 
• Shower Enclosures 
• Glass & Screen Repair 
• Aluminum Doors & Framing 
• Insulated Glass Units 

DIAMOND GLASS & FEINERS 
Since 1884 - Celebrating 125 Years in Business 

2360 W. Liberty*Ann Arbor, Ml 48103 
Office: 769-2722 

I Steve Payeiur* President 
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• ""^^S«S^TB2SKi«SS»^" 
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Comfort • Ptrformanc* • Saving* 

.EVERGREEN 
H o m e S e r v i c e s / LLC 
Home Energy Analysis & improvements -
Independent HERS Energy Rater 

7345885909 
7357 Steinbach Rd. 
Manchester, Ml 48158 
www.evtergre0nhomeservices.net 

, evergreen.natedgmail.com > 
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AUDlOLOGY & HEARING AIDS 

ANNAfiBOR: 

734.205.042J 734.5«S>9064 
2900 South State St., 7.220 Sduth Huron 

Suite 'R-6 'Pkwy. ** 

Call today 
to schedule a 
free screening, 

CHELSEA: 

734.593.3026 
White Oaks Ctr 
775S.rUJnSt. 
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—DIETERLE, WALDO, of 
Lodi Twp., MI; after living 

, a long life of 91 years as a 
follower .of Christ, Waldo 
departed this earthly life 
f6r his heavenly home on 
Wednesday, August 5, 2009. 
He was born to Herman 
and Lillian (Luckhardt) 
Dieterle in Lbdi TOwnship 

fc in September, 1917. He 
was the'fifth of six chil­
dren. Waldo worked for 

—r American Broach in Ann 
Arbor and retired in 1979. 
His other job of raising 
Corriedale sheep brought 
great joy to him, and local 
spinners sought out his 
prize-winning wool; for 
their hobbies. Waldo is 
survived rby his wife of 66 
years, Mildred (Hill) Die­
terle; , daughters, Joyce 
(Dale) Nimke and Lois 
(Larry) Jedele; grandchil­
dren, Brenda Nimke and 
spouse, David WellsVMe-

ROGERS, RONALD E.; for-
merly of Saline, MI; age 65; 
passed away peacefully on 
Thursday, July 30, 2009, 
with family by his side. 
Ron was born in Saline, 
MI, July 31, 1943, and also 
graduated from Saline, 
Class of 1961. After gradua­
tion he served in the Army 
Reserves while continuing 
to help on the family dairy 
farm. He started and ran 
an excavating business in 
the Saline area for many 
yjpars until an interest in 
raising cattle eventually 
drew him to move to Ne­
braska in 1985. There he 
ran a successful ranching 
business, was a lifetime 
member of the Texas Long-
horn Breeders Association 
of America, and for a time 
served on the Nebraska 
Cattlemen's Association. 
Survivors include 5 two 
sons, Steven (Carol) Rogers 
of Grand Ledge, MI, and 
Scott (Carlene) Rogers of 
Clinton, Ml; - grandchil­
dren, Zachary (Rachel) 
Rogers of Estero, FL, Can-
dice (Joe) Ferris of (Grand 
Ledge, MI, Ryan and Blake 
Rogers of Clinton* MI; and 
great grandchild, Austin 
Ferris; Ron -is also sur­
vived by Judy Walton, Kori 
Anderson and - Eloc in Mo-~ 
ran; as well as siblings, 
Elaine (Robert) Ewald, 
Kendall (Nancy) Rogers 

_and ĵiIL&m^(Cj>ra)RogerJL. 
and many nieces and 

GREENWOOD, JOSEPH 
W.; age 75; of Duluth, GA; 
died August 10, 2009. Joe 
was a loving husband, fa­
ther and grandfather who 
will be greatly missed. He 
was born in Bedford, KY 
and was a son of the late 
Mr. and Mrs. Harold 
Greenwood. Joe graduated 
from Chelsea High School 
in 1953, served his country 
in the U.S. Army for two 
years and was president of 
the local carpenter's union 
in Ann Arbor, MI. He has 
lived in Duluth, GA since 

FINFROCK, ESTELLE 1982 and worked for 
EVELYN; of Marshall, for- Charles Dean from Triple 
merly of Manchester, MI; Creek for 18 years, retiring 
age 88; went to be with her in 2002. In retirement, Joe 
Lord on August 5, 2009. enjoyed building bird 
She was horn on February houses and remodeling his 
25, 1921. in Posen, MI, the home. In addition to his 
daughter of Joseph and parents, he was preceded 
Ahtonette Ratkowiak. On in death by his brothers, 
January 9, 1940, she mar- Alan and Jimmy Green-
ried Kenneth Finfrock, Jr, wood. He is survived by his 
in Lucas Co., OH. They wife of 37 years, Susie 
were married for 59 years Greenwood, of Duluth; 
until his passing in I9S9. sons, Craig Greenwood of 
They lived 45 years on North Carolina, Joseph 
Pleasant Lake Road in Greenwood of Jefferson, 
Manchester. Estelle GA, Pat Greenwood of 
worked for the American Michigan ';. and Casey 
Air Craft plant during Greenwood of Jefferson, 
W.W.II in Dayton, OH, and GA; step-son, Thomas 
Ford Motor Company in Johnston . of Michigan; 
Manchester in the 1960s, honorary daughter. Dawn 
She endeidliei1 w6rking-«a^- Scudaer and honorary son, 
reer for Kmart in Ann Ar- David Gillilarid; 11. grand-
bor.She was a member of children and 5 great 
the--Disabled American grandchildren; sisters, 
Veterans Woinen's Auxil- Barbara Parker of 6 hio 
iarv. Estelle lovedlifet and7 and Veretta Whitaker of 

0$ 

To pbir i ' ;» 
I K a l h N o l k v 

Pk' i tsc t;»ll 
I-X77-8K8-3202 
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JACOBSON, MARY I.; Clin­
ton, MI. Beloved mother, 
wife, aunt and friend. Mary 
died peacefully at home on 
July 29, 2009 with her fami­
ly at her side. Born Febru­
ary 9, 1931, in Ann Arbor, 
Michigan, Mary /was the 
daughter of Leonard "Red" 
and Erma (Helber) Kir-
wan, both of Ann Arbor; 
Mary married John (Jack) 
Jacdbson December 24, 
1949 in Plymouth, Michi­
gan and they-raised their 
family in Milan. They 
moved to Macon Township 
in 1973; She is survived by 
Jacky her husband of 60 
years; her daughter, Kath-
ryn and husband, Howard 
Anderson of Kent, WA; her 

, daughter, Gail Jacobson of 
Saline; her son, John and 
his-jvife, Sylvia Jacobson 
of Tecumseh, MI; her son, 
Tom and_ his,wife,Kim Ja­
cobson- of Saline, MI; 9 
grandchildren and ii great 
grandchildren. She is also 

'survived by 1 sistpr, Kath­
leen Bolton; sister-in-law, 
Dianne Kirwan, several 
nephews; 1 niece; and her 
special friend, Margaretha 
Stoddard. She was preced-' 
ed in death by her parents, 
and" her brother, James L. 
Kirwan, Mary was very ac­
tive in life and generous of 
her time having volun­
teered for many years for 
St. Joseph Mercy Hospital 
in Saline, Ml and Tucson, 
AZ. She was an avid golfer, 
enjoyed her family and 
traveling. Mary, retired 
from the University of 
Michigan Office of Aca­
demic Planning and Analy­
sis after more than twenty 
years. A Private Service 
has been held with her 
close family. In lieu of 
flowers, please make dona­
tions in Mary's name to St. 
Joseph Mercy , Hospice, 
3075 Clark Rd. Suite 200, 
Ypsilanti, MI 48197; Ar­
rangements by the J. Gil­
bert Purse Funeral Home, 
Tecumseh, MP. 

REDPATH, JOHN JACK 
PHILLIP; age 83; of Chel-
sea; went peacefully to be 
with his Lord on Sunday, 
August 9, 2009, after a sud­
den health complication. 
He was preceded in death 
by his oldest son, Michael 
John Redpath, and by his 
brother, Robert Redpath. 
Jack leaves* behind and 
will be deeply .missed, by 
his wife, Therese ."Tess" 
(Zammitt) Redpath; they 
were married for 60 years; 
he was a wonderful and 
loving father to Nancy and 
John Santrock (of Jackson), 
Jerry and Judy Redpath 
(Keswick, VA), Lynne 
Durston (Indian River, MI), 
Karen Kalinbach (Vernon,. 
CT) Mary and Phil Dascola 
(Chelsea, MI), Carolyn 
Sykes (Ypsilanti, MI), Paul 
and Therese Redpath 
(Brighton, MI), Julie and 
Michael Pettys (Cave 
Creek, AZ): Jack (aka Bop-
pa) was a-loving, dedicated 
and . downright goofy 
grandpa to John Jacob 
(Brooke) Redpath, David 
(Missy) Durston, Mary 
Lynne Durston, Justin 
Redpath-Dascola, Thomas 
and Phillip Redpath, Lara 
Hand Josh Traczynski, An­
drew and Brian Kalmbach, 
Gabriella, Elisabeth, An­
thony, Kristina and Mi­
chael Redpath; one very 
special great granddaugh­
ter, Chloe Redpath; sisters, 
Marlene (Gerald) McLean, 
Lucille lirodie (Thomas 
Katona, deceased) and Su­
san (Ed) Bownr and many 
loving brothers-in-law and 
sisters-in-law; nieces, 
nephews and cousins. Jack 
proudly served his country 
during World War II, was 
an avid gardener, and 
made the best cookies in 
Chelsea. : Tess and the 
family would like to thank 
all of the doctors, nurses 
and other staff at Chelsea 
Community Hospital for 
years of wonderful care 
they provided to Jack. A 
Mass of Christian' Burial 
will be held Thursday, 11 
a.m. -at St. Mary Catholic 
Church (14200 E. Old 
US-1,2, Chelsea, MI 48118) 
with Rev. Dr. William J, 
Turner, celebrant) and 
Rev. Joseph. Lang coroffi-
c ia t ing,Jack 's family 
greeted friends and -rela­
tives ' at Staffan-Mitchell 
Funeral Home Tuesday, 6 
to 8 p.m. and Wednesday, 
from 2 to 4 and 6 to 8 p.m. 
(Rosary at 7:30 p.m.). Inter­
ment will be at Mt Olivet 
Cemetery. If one wishes, 
memorial contributions 
may be made to St. Mary 
Catholic Chiirch or the St. 
Louis Center. -*r 
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lissa (Kent) Losee, Philip 
Jedele and Christiana (J. 
Thonfius) White; great 
grandchildren, Christine 
Ann Losee and Tyler 
Thomas White, and an ex­
pected third great grand-
child in January 2010 to 
Brenda and David; step-
great grandchildren, 
Amanda White (Parker 
and Chloe), Brandon and 
Danielle White; his sister, 
Marie Haab; and by nu­
merous nieces and neph­
ews. He was preceded in 
death by his parents, 
brothers, Rudolph, Alfred 
and Edwin Dieterle, and 
his sister, Hilda Raus. 
Visitation took place from 
2 to 4 p.m. and 6 to7 8 p.m.. 
on Sunday, August 9, 2009, 
at the Nie Family Funeral 
Home, Liberty Road Chap­
el, 3767 W. Liberty Rd., 
Ann Arbor, and. at the 
church from 1¾ a.m. until 
time of service at 11 a.m. 
on Monday, August 10, 2009 
from Grace Bible Church, 
1300 Maple Road, Ann Ar­
bor, with the Rev, Douglas 
'Strader presiding. Inter­
ment, followed the service 
at Bethlehem Cemetery. In 
lieu of flowers, contribu­
tions may be made to Sa­
line Evangelical Home, 440 
Russell, Saline, MI 48176 
or St. Joseph Mercy Hospi­
tal of Saline, Office of De­
velopment, P.O. Box 995, 
Ann Arbor, MI 48106. 
Please visit 

www.hiefuneralhomes.cftm 
to sign. his guestboojc or 
leave a memory. The fami--
ly wishes to thank all of 
Waldo's caregivers at the 
Saline Evangelical Home 
Rjehab unit for all of their 
tender loving. care during 
his final days. 

nephews. Ron was preced­
ed in death by his parents, 
Duahe; and Marjorie Rog­
ers. All family and friends 
are welcome to attend a 
Graveside Service Satur­
day. August 29,'2009> at 11 
a;m. at the Oakwood Ceme­
tery in Saline, MI, with 
Pastor William F. Natsis 
officiating. In lieu of flow­
ers, memorial contribu­
tions may be made to the 
American Lung Associa­
tion. Arrangements en­
trusted to the Robison-
Bahnmlller Funeral Home 
in Saline, For more infor­
mation, please visit our 
website at " 

www.rbflisalineicom 

KRAMER, CHARLIE; a 
Memorial Service will be 
held Tuesday, August 18, 7 
pvm. at the Dexter Ameri­
can Legion Hall. 

JAMES, DORIS ANNE 
(MILLER); of Chelsea, MI; 
age 88; died-Friday, August 
7, 2009, at the Chelsea Re­
tirement Community Tow-
sley Village. She was born 
December 28, 1920, in,Ma­
con, GA, the daughter of 
Boyce and Elizabeth 
(Johnstone) Miller, Sr, Dor­
is had lived in the area for 
the past three years, com­
ing from Macon, GA; She 
truly loved knitting, sew­
ing, crafts and oil painting. 
Surviving are her daugh: 

ters, Madelyn^ (Mike) 
Pearce of Arizona and Dee 
.(Bill) Burkel of Chelsea; 9 
grandchildren; and 11 
great grandchildren; as 
well as two sisters, Euge: 
nia Hansen and Anne Avi-
rett, both of Macon, GA. 
She was preceded-ln death 
by her husbands, DeAlbert 
Hoke, Jr. and Thomas 
James, two brothers, Ter­
rell and Boyce Miller, Jr., 
and two sisters, Elizabeth 
Lancaster and Cecilia 
Coleman. A Memorial Ser­
vice will be on Thursday, 
August 13, 2009, at 1:30 
p.m. at the Meadows of Silt 
ver Maples on the second 
floor with Rev. Kathy 
Sehellofficiating, A pri­
vate burial will take place 
at Andersonvilie Cemetery 
in Georgia. Expressions of 
sympathy can /be made to 
the hospice of your choice. 
Arrangements by Staffan-
Mitchell Funeral Home, 
Chelsea. 

family was everything to 
her. Her hobbies were 
painting, bowling, crafts, 
planting flowers and gar­
dening. She loved to go to 
Manchester Speedway and 
watch her son race and: go 
to the 4H fairs and watch 
her daughters show their 
horses. Estelle also was a 
great horseshoe pitcher 
and was a member of 
Michigan V Wolverine 
Horseshoe Pitching Asso­
ciation. She won many tro­
phies for her pitching. Es­
telle is the. loving mother 
of five children, Daniel 
Finfrock of Sault Ste; Ma­
rie, Sandra (Stan) Dauber 
of Battle Creek, Fayetta 
Haft of South Lyon, Debo­
rah Powers of Westland 
and Barbara Kwiatkowski 
of Whitmore Lake; 11 
grandchildren; and 17 
great grandchildren; she 
also leaves behind one sis­
ter, Wanda of Palm Coast, 
FL; and several nieces and 
nephews. Estelle was pre­
ceded in death by her par­
ents; husband; five broth­
ers; three sisters; one in­
fant son, Joseph; one 
grandson; and one great 

-grandson, Danny. Crema­
tion has taken place and a 
Graveside Service will be 
held Saturday, August 22, 
2009, at 11 a.m. at the Nor-
vell Township Cemetery; 
7990 Mill Road, Brooklyn, 
MI 49230. Expressions of 
sympathy may be made to 
the Finfrock family. Ar­
rangements by Staffan-
Mitchell Funeral Home, 
Chelsea. 

Michigan. A Celebration of 
Life for Joe will be held 
Saturday, August 15, 2009 
at 1 p.m. at the family resi­
dence. In lieu of flowers, 
please make donations to 
Peacjitree Christian Hos"-
pice, 3430 Duluth Park 
Lane, Duluth,,GA 30096 or 
to Gwinnett Hospital Sys­
tem Foundation, P.O. Box 
1184, Lawrenceyille, GA 
30046-1184 in.memory of 
Joseph W. Greenwood. 
Bill Head Funeral Homes 
and Crematory, Duluth 
Chapel 770476^2535. 
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DROLETT, GAIL L.;.-of 
Dexter Township; age 64; 
passed away Saturday, Au­
gust 8, 2009, at her home 
surrounded by her family. 
She was /born April 18, 
1945, in Detroit, MI, the 
daughter of the late Lee 
and Barbara (Sanford) Vo­
gelsang. Gail had lived at 
Portage Lake for the past. 
32 years. She loved to cook, 
camp, decorate and keep 
her house impeccably 
clean, but her children 
and grandchildren were 
iter entire life. On March 7, 
1969, she married James L. . 
Drolett in Ann Arbor and 
they had 40 Wonderful 
years together.' Surviving 
are her husband, James;* 
and their two children, 
Kimberiy (Robert) Gaglia-

•no of Chesterfield Twp. 
and-Tyler Drolett of'Dex*-
ter; grandchildren, Cole, 
Ross, Layne, Elle and Had-
ley( Gagliano; sister, Nancy 
MeCrory of Fentbn; and 
niece, Sheri tMcCroryi Fu-
neral Services were 
Wednesday, August 12. 
2009, at 11 a.m. at the Staf­
fan-Mitchell Funeral 
Home, 901 North Main 
Street, Chelsea, with Rev. 
Joy Barrett officiating. Ex­
pression of sympathy can 
be made to Arbor Hospice, 
2366 Oak Valley Drivef 
Ann Arbor, MI 48103. The 
familyfc received friends at 
the funeral home Tuesday, 
August 11, 2009, from 2 to 4 
and 6 to 8 p.m. and 
Wednesday, 10 a.m. until 
the time of service. 
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Pets N Things 
to economy, 
Local business surviving the downturn 

This chlnohlKa is cap­
tive bom and bred, 
however the species 
originates from South 
America. It is among 
the animals for sale at 
Pets NThlngs. 

By April Scarlett 
SpecialWfiter .;. . 

large, fluffy-feathered Moluccan cockatoo 
named Sidney shrieks a series of cackles, 

Screeches and srating noises to her fellow par-
rots and other birds and then pauses for a moment to 
say "hello" in perfect English to an employee walk­
ing past her cage. 

It's an enormous cage worthy of it& inhabitant,. 
among the largest of the white cockatoos, a species 
originating from eastern Indonesia. Sidney, however, 

• is captive, born and bred Her feathers are white 
with a pink hue that seems to glow from underneath. 
These beautiful, intelligent and occasionally boister­
ous creatures are so compelling to look at and listen 
to, one visit is all it takes to keep you coming back 
time and time again to Pets N Things in Saline. 

Pets N Things owner Jdhn Lebert, along with his 
wife, Bethany, faced a tough decision this year, debat­
ing on whether tochange the format of their store 
to carrying only pet supplies, without the aninials. 
Like other small-business owners in Michigan, the 
Leberts were forced to rethink their business model 
to keep thriving in a miserable economic climate. 

Despite a bump in the right direction from 9.5 
percent to 9.4 percent for the national unemployment 
rate reported last Friday, the US. Bureau of Labor 
and Statistics still reports Michigan at a whopping 
15.2 percent, resulting in a drop in consumer spend­
ing for anything beyond necessity. 

While many feel feeding and caring for their pets 
is a necessity, pets themselves are not Luxury-and 
entertainment-based businesses are scurrying to 
be creative and find ways to keep businesses up and 
running. They look at pricing changes, rebates, cus­
tomer incentives, and events and activities to draw 
people'in. And some, UkeLebert, consider a com­
plete restructuring of inventory to lower overhead 
costs. 

Lebert has always loved animals. After six years of 
.working ina pet shop, it made sense that he should 
buy one. He purchased Pets N Things15years ago 
and still looks forward to going to work. '. • ••• 

"I really enjoy dealing with animals and the public 
—all parts of the business," Lebert says. 

This is a guy who knows his business. At home, 
Lebert and his family breed a variety 6f parrots and 
reptiles. He lias two daughters, Evelyn and Isobel, • 
and together the family raises the animals.until they 
are ready to be put up for sale. 

"All of our mammals and parrots—and most of 
our reptiles—are captive born," Lebert said, "never 
a wild caught animal unless it is a rescue, These are 
ourbabies." 

Lebert says seeing the animals placed in good 
homes is rewarding. In fact, in a retail world seem­
ingly inundated by shopping via the Web, being able 
to see potential pet owners face to face is the reason 
Lebert will not take Pets N Things to the Internet. 

"I like to be directly involved with the customers, 
to be able to educate them directly," Lebert said. 

Internet sales also would mean the transport 
of animals by freight, whether ground or air, and 
Lebert is not comfortable sending his animals off to 
a destination unsure of the environment awaiting 

Photo by April Scarlett 

Pats NThlngs owner John Lebert holds SWney, a r M u « ^ « x * a l c o . He says seeing 
the animate placed In good homes Is rewarding. 

them, Pets N Things is completely locally 
supported. 

With animals such a huge part of the 
business, again, the decision on whether to 
keep them in the store was a real dilemma 
for the Leberts when it came down to look­
ing for ways to cut back. 

"Overhead for animals is about $1,000 
a week," Lebert said, "when you factor in 
electricity for fish filters and heat lamps' 
for the reptiles, food, care and personnel. It 
takes' one person the entire hours of opera* 
tion from 9 a.m. to 8 p.m. just for feeding," 

Preliminarily, the decision was made to 

make the cut. Lebert decided to go the route 
of his other store, The Pet Emporium, part 
of the large Animai Kingdom complex a few 
miles up the road, and focus his inventory. 
strictly on animal food and supplies. His 
customers, however, would not allow it. 

"Our customers came in every day 
upset," Lebert said. 

There was such a consistent outcry of 
protest to the change, he was forced to con­
sider other options if he wanted to keep his 
customers happy 

"I guess the biggest surprise was that 
we had that kind of impact for so many 

people," he said. 
One such person is young Danielle Fillmore, a student 

attending Heritage School this fall. She came in looking. 
for adbzen live crickets to feed to Randall, her pet gecko. 

"What size?" Ubert asks. 
"Small," says Fillmore. 
Really? Who knew crickets, came in three different 

sizes? They do. Small, medium and large, depending on 
the size of the reptile that eats them. 

To his customer's delight, Lebert made a final decision 
to downsize the animal inventory in the store instead 
of doing without them entirely. The wall of fish tanks 
is completely gone except for a little tank of simple 
goldfish. The tanks were the biggest expense and make a 
sizeable difference n̂ overhead. 

For the rest of the animals, there is still a large vari­
ety of mammals, reptiles and birds. Lebert and his staff 
are happy to take them out for customers to see or pet, 

One such cuddly favorite is a chinchilla, a native 
species to South America. Their very soft fur and cute ' 
mouse-like ears make them a popular pet, not unlike 
rabbits or gimea pigs. The chinchilla is gaining popular­
ity because it is dander-free, which is a good option for 
allergy sufferers, and its fur is so dense it makes a ter­
rible host for pests like fleas. 

Every so often, kittens can be found at Pets N 
Things, but Lebert assures these are rescued animals 
only Kittens without homes are taken in, treated and 
medicated, if needed, at Animal Kingdom Veterinary 
Hospital and then sold for a price, solely to cover costs. 

"There is no profit no incentive," Lebert says, in his 
rescue kitten program. 

As for puppies, "Good breeders will rarely sell indi­
rectly," Lebert said. . 

Since Lebert isn't a dog breeder himself, if a customer 
is not going to use a breeder, he recommends, "a non­
profit is a better option" for customers wishing to find a 
dogforapet 

The recession in general isn't the only culprit hitting 
the pet industry. According to the Michigan Department 
of Agriculture, financial constraints have made it neces­
sary^^tocutthe^m^prog^anvused^ 
mammals and other livestock and rodents, As of Aug. 
1, Michigan Legislative Act number 287 i§ no longer be 
enforced. This law, established in 1969, also called the 
Pet Shop Program, was enacted to regulate pet shops, 
animal control shelters and animal protection shelters 
to establish uniform procedures and minimum require­
ments for adoption of dogs/cats and ferrets, and to pre­
scribe penalties and civil fines and to provide remedies. 

With cuts like these, Saline residents and other Pets 
N Things customers can breathe a sigh of relief know­
ing someone like John Lebert is at the helm of his shop, 
enforcing his own high standards. 

Pets N Things is here to stay, with animals. Lebert 
hopes to eventually expand to a larger space and offer 
more in varieties of food and supplies for dogs and cats. 
Until then, he will continue to provide a meeting place -
for1 local animal lovers, whether to purchase a new pet, 
maintain care for an existing one or learn from the 
expertise of Lebert and his staff in regards to all things 
furry and feathery, smooth and swimming, 
. April Scarlett is a freelance writer; She can be reached 
at a]scarlett@comcastneU..- / 

IRAs can 
If you're somewhat familiar 

with investing, you probably 
have heard that owning mutual 
funds is a good way to help 
diversify your portfolio. Is this 
true? And, if so, how should 
you go about selecting the right 
mutual funds? 

~ To begin with, let's quickly 
review'foe importance of 
diversification. By owning a 

* variety of investments—such. 
as stocks, bonds and govern­
ment securities — you can help 
reduce the effects of volatility 
on your portfolio. And while 
diversification by itself cannot 
guarantee profits nor protect * 

against a loss, a diversified 
portfolio can help you reduce 
the impact of market down­
turns that may hit one asset 
class particularly hard, 

Because an individual 
mutual fund invests in many 
different securities, it auto­
matically brings a certain -
degree of diversification to 
your portfolio. Andyet you 
can't just purchase any com' 
binatlon of mutual funds and 
expect good results, Consider 
this: There are more than 8,000 
mutual funds in the financial 
marketplace, according to the 
Investment Company Institute, 

the trade group for the mutual 
fund industry 

About 60 percent of these 
funds are stock funds, with the 
rest being "hybrid" gr"bal-
anced" funds (which invest in 
a mix of stocks and bonds), 
taxable bond funds, municipal 
bond funds, and money mar-
ket funds, With such a large 
number of funds available, and 
with a finite amount of stocks, 
bonds and other securities in 
which these funds can invest 
it's easy to see that there is 
going to be considerable dupli­
cation among many of these 
mutual funds--and duplica­

tion is the opposite of diversi­
fication. 

Consequently, when you 
invest in mutual funds, you 
can't just adopt a philosophy 
that can be boiled down to "the 
more, the merrier." ..'. 

Furthermore, it isn't just 
a matter of one "large-cap 
growth" fund looking like 
another. You might find that 
the large-cap fund (a fund that 
.invests in stocks of large com­
panies) is also quite similar to 
a "technology" ftmd. 

So, what's the solution to 
avoiding "overlapping" funds? 
There's no magic formula— 

7ou have to do your homework. 
Before purchasing a new fund, 
look closely at its holdings, 
which will be posted on the 
fund's prospectus. (Also, while 
you're looking at the prospec­
tus, make sure you understand 
the fund's investment objective, 
risk, charges and expenses.) 
Then compare these holdings 
to the ones listed on your exist­
ing mutual funds—if you see 
too many redundancies, you 
may want to take a pass on this • 
particular fund. 

Ultimately your first step 
in diversifying a mutual fund 
portfolio is to identify your 

individual risk tolerance and 
investment objectives. Are you 
a conservative, moderate o r ' 
aggressive investor? Do you 
need growth, income or a com-
binationof both! Once you've 
answered these questions, you 
can then begin selecting the 
right mix of mutual funds to 
help you achieve your financial 
goals. •••=*•••:•'. 

- Many people have successful­
ly incorporated mutual funds 
into their investment strategy 
-• and with the proper effort , 
and assistance, you dan too. 

For more information, call 
428-8905. 

asslfled ad call 1-877-888-3202 or online 24/7 @ www.heritage.com 
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Refrigerator, Stoves, 
wgshers; dryers $100 

ea.SOOftyWarran-
^^7344974486" 

Saies 

BELLEVILLI: 8475 
' Oakvllle Waltz, 

VP8ILANT1: 9836 
Woodland 'Ct. Aug. 
14-15; 9-4pm. An-
tiquaa & collectibles 
BELLEVILLE: 9832 
Van Buren St.,Set-
Sun. 9. Baby clothes 

, a fufnlruf^house*-
hold; + size clothes, 

CHELSEA: 127 6r-
chard St„ Frl.-Sat. 

, -8-6.. Muttt farrtiryisot-. 
ence & teacher 
stuff, clothes kids-
adult women's 22w-
26w, household, fur­
niture, books, misc. 

ClitslA"? WWe* 
ley Stt Aug. 14-15; 
9-4pnv Carnival & 
Hobniai glass, girls 

••' bike, clothing, books 

DEXTER: 4864 Wyiie, 
_Aug._t3.14; 94pm. 

Nascar memorabilia 
& lots kits more! 

DBXTEBi 7722 Cot*' 
tonwood, Sat. 9-4, 

household, penguins, 
women's ,+, turn.» 
freebies, new stuff . 

DEXTBR: 8412 Sand-
fleld Ct. (In Bates 
Farms, Shield & 
Bakery Aug, 14-15; 
9-5, Furniture, kid 

- Items,' sporjs equip; 
and misc. 

DEXTER: A little bit of 
- everything, 9250 Is­

land tk..B.d„ Aug., 
14-161^9-50^^-

blxTeW^^Movirig-
Sale ,7020 N. Mea£ 

• ows Trail ,'N, Mead­
ows Sub corner of 
Mast N. Territorial, 
8/14-15 9-6. Boy 
clothes & toys, 
bikes, DVD's, video 
games, household 

wwe*̂ "» wwupwnp #fW(e «fetf 
Wff v» M ^^ fw n w ^MpVf T I R W WWiffiiim 

Hew SALINE: 335 Hunt-
Irtgfon Dr., Aug. 16; 

>• 9-4pm, Moving 
> Sale. Chest freezer, 
: iwjn. .bedirame^car. 

top carrier, basket­
ball- stand, house­
hold goods & more, 

Classited A«te get Reeutttl 
SALINE 

Mckendry 
9030 

Dr., Aug. 
14 & 15, 8- lpm. 
Moving Sale, Furn.. 
household, misc. 

MANCHESTER 
16227 _ Walnut 
Grove £., Aug., 14 
4. 16, '9:30-?, Muttt 
family sale.. 

MILAN: 8500 Acorni; 
Aug: 14; 9-5. Aug. 
15; 9-2. Muttl-Ffiiml-
ly,; Clean & Priced to 
sell, We have it all. 

PARTS DRIVER 
tor-Lafontalne Chevro­

let of Dexter. Full 
time, 40+ hrs/wk. 
Health Insurance aft 
90 days. Clean driv­
ing record required. 
Apply in person 
7120 Dexter Ann Ar­
bor Road. •-•-•• 

Lis! your auettwv where the 
adioote-HERITAGE CtAS-

'SIFEOS. Tty our total pack­
age which covers all me 
areas from Dearborn to the 
Ohio line; and tram the 
Detroit fllver to Washtenaw 
Couriy. .. 
. -1-877-888-3202 

tt-i v-
1 I . < 

Local agricultural . 
organization is 

fcoklng for ' 
OFFICE 

MANAGER 
For complete details '•> 
go to our website: 

www.ffiktift.ttaZ 
togffltoflndq/aX 

PERSONAL AIM 
IpKtrtm CofMfflty Senric* 
ttflOwhirindnJvrortftM, 

_ rBlBtTWBJWWBBHj _ 

(SsabW rndi s&ifo to M 
Y M / A M M « I ( W -
wDtiferMeiOirad 

(ori training pnHtnti, lr> 
MCnt lVs to ld t tw - ' 
r«ftt).Yafei/IJWi5trkrtdW 
Privers Ue«e ̂ fcri» meet-
ofhw NriM Qeotifksiiorts. 
MwlbelBviotsofooi. 
S8.5».S8.7i4J. For rtfo * 
comOm 734-367-4778.. 

' ^ 1 8 8 ^ 
CHELSEA WEST all 
new,i_bdttn,,:iioo . 

sq.ft., free water/sew­
er, country area, $600 

/mo. 5I7-SM4W6 

"~ MILAN 
1 Bdrm. apt. $500 
8 T O R L A P T * . 
734439*4056 

AH, #517469.2737 

H^npMWnMS,- ^^^^SJ^^^^^P ^^^B^BL 
^^wV^0 ew^^w^^B^r^^r ^^^^^ ^^^V^F 

i l l I 16. 4 4 O Ki4.n% W W — _ _ _ _ _ _ _ — _ . WILLIS: 1 a 2 bdrm 
Apt., affordable 

1st mo rent $200. 
-734-368-0676 

WWSCOUNUr 
stairs, I Mnii.-fie smoKiiig, 
S650/r».+j«CBfiry.hS 

ok, 7W441.9519 

f W U N U 
•OwtoEMUSWtC 

(«nput« 
* SpodotB 1 Bwfoom 

StQitWot$42$aMoMli 
•MNO'«mKttlOll«P*r 
'"HttTlWATflUHCL"* 
^JSS»J8**:.l 
t- .WkiwislnfirtiS, 

(ofnlbwoVy 
lottrlitiorl,^ 
main but rotrtt. 

wirtngtofl MQjnnwrj ww-tw 
1926Wosfifenow 

1 ( ( ¾ Ml. 48197 ' 

CHELSEA 2 bdrm, 2 
full bath, apfris, gar-

• age, air, bsmtr,-quiet-
area, $1200mo, 
734-904-5667 ' 

MILAN 1 bdrm,, du-
ptex, full bsmt., fenced 
yard, C/A, washer a 
dryer, avail; Nov. 1st. 
$650,734-4344366 

Past Cash Sell Classified CLASSIFIED Dees H All! 

MILAN: Clean all 
remodeled 3 bdrm, 
beautiful condition' 

7344684676 

'i^LTNir-^'^lnrRMk 
Walk to park living rm 
w/ frpl, 2 car gar., 
Available .Oct. 1st. 

: $ T m 734-4344356' 

•n^wtAGr" 
CLASSIFIEDS 

GET 
RESULTS 

RESULTS 
RESULTS 

RESULTS 
1-877-888-3202 

NORV6L: 
(betw. Brooklyn & 

'. ' Napoleon) . 
On all sports lake, 

..' $98C7m6.'.; 
Neg. depending -• 
length of lease. 

35 minutes from Ann 
Arbor. 15 minutes 
. from Jackson. > 
Compfeiely-remod; 
2 bdrm., year round 
home w/A/C, fire­
place, vaulted cell-
'irtgs, deck & dock, 
Boat use is possible. 

517-5364718 or 
7344354799:^ 

mmi^^mmmtmmmim 
CUCSSIPIED 

t. Brings buyers and. . 
sellers together. 
Help femllies find 

new homes. 
Makes selling and 

/shopping simple, 
Provide job seê ken? 

wfth cafeer.'infermatkm, 

SUMPTER 
RECENTLY 

FORECLOSED 
•• SpeciaTfrnancing 
"."•••• Available 

• Any Credit 
Any Income 

Residential Vacant 
Land,„located at 

45255 WHWW Rd„..: 
Sumpter, $59,900. 

:. • f. Visit 
www.rosekmlco.Gwn/63V 
Drive by then call 
(866)957-4918 

; Jl/; • 
MYERS 

- *»AWT6NANCE— 
SERVICES 

Handyman specializ­
ing in small jobs. 

Plumbing, Elechical. 
Carpentry Amorer 

Fully Insured. • 
734-21M361 

CLASSIFIED ADS 
Get Results 

MC1NTYRE 
CONSTRUCTION 

Carpentry, Painting, 
Remocteling, 
Bathroom, 

tiling, 20yrs exp. -
Licensed & Insured 

Call for a ' 
tree estimate. . 
734449.9565 

Browse HERITAGE 
CLASSIFIEDS oriline.at-

www.rteritage.com 

HERITAGE 
CLASSIFIEDS 

.GET 
ftESULTS 

RESULTS 
RESULTS 

RESULTS 
J-$77%88B*a$02 

CLASSIFIED " 
Brings buyers and 

••• sellers together. 
Help families find 

*o new h'omes. 
Makesseliing a'nd 

• shopping simple, • 
1 Provide job seekers 
with career inforrrtaiion. 

W.( v. • 


