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36 Pages This Week 

Toys for Tots and Teens 

NEWS BRIEF 
Newspaper l?as early 
holiday deadlines 

The Chelsea Standard 
newspaper has shorter dead­
lines over the holiday period. 

The office, at 20750 Old US-
12 in Chelsea, will be closed 
Monday and Tuesday, Dec. 31, 
and Jan. 1. 

The editorial deadline is 
noon today for the Dec. 27 
issue and noon Dec. 27 for 
the Jan. 3 issue. Press releas­
es and electronic files may be 
sent via e-mail to 
editor@cheIseastandard.com. 
The fax number is 475-1413. 

Display advertising is due 
by 4 p.m. today for the Dec. 27 
issue ahd 4 p.m. Dec. 27 for 
the Jan. 3 issue. To place a 
display ad, call 1-877-429-
7380. 

Classified advertising is 
due by 5 p.m. tomorrow for 
the Dec. 27 issue and 5 p.m. 
Dec. 28 for the Jan. 3 issue.; 
To place a classified ad, call 
1-877-888-3202. 

Legal advertising is due 5 
p.m. tomorrow for the Jan. 3 
issue. To place a legal ad, call 
475-1371 or send e-mail to 
ccoQper@heritage.com. 

Faith In Action to host 

Faith In Actio# w|ll host a 
ChtfStftte&Eay dlijief 1 fcm. 
T u ^ ^ a i Q w r Saylo* 
Lu^rijf ^hiijreh, 1515 S. 
Main St,, Chelsea. 

The free dinner is open to 
everyone in the community. 
To reserve a space, request a 
meal for shut-ins or volun­
teer, call 475-8198. 

Faith In Action will be 
closed through Jan. 2, 

ChUdren's choir to 
perform Dec, 30 

The Chelsea Church of thfe 
Nazarene children's choir: 

will present "The Good News 
Story," 11 a.m. Dec. .30 in the 
chapel at Chelsea Retirement 
Community, 805 W. Middle St. 

The musical was written 
and composed by the Rev. 
JeffCrowder.- • 

For information call 475-
2526. 
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Photo by Colleen O'NeiD 
The 13th annual Toys for Tots and Teens campaign ended Tuesday when Palmer Ford Mercury delivered toys to Faith In Action. Included 
in the photo are Faith In Action Director Dick Shaneyfelt, Nadine Shaneyfelt, Suzie Weber, Jeanne Franks, Jamie Franks, Mary Lou 
Severin, John Severin, Rachel Severin, J^auie Medeiros, Stephanie Heim, Patti Schick, Cat Herman, Donna Palmer, Dan Gauthier, Pat 
Gauthier, Katie Lowman, Amy LownW, JonWagenschutz, Jeff Walters, Francis Grammatico, Katie VanSchoick and Brenna VanSchoick. 

• A total of 16 acres to 
remain zoned for trailer 
park. 
By Will Keeler 
Staff Writer 

Chelsea Village Council de­
nied a request Nov. 1! to rezone 
16 acres of farmland so that 
developers could begin work on 
an apartment complex. 

The Village Council followed 
a recommendation Nov. 13 from 
the Planning Commission to 
deny a zoning change. 

Magellan Properties wanted 
to change the designation of the 
parcel on Cavanaugh Lake Road 
in Sylvan Township from that of 
mobile home park to residential 
moderate density. 

The developers hope to build 
100 brownstone4ike apartments; 
rather than mobile homes, on 
'""*" See ZONING — Page 3-A 

e renews bus contract 
• Local system could help 
Ann Arbor operator. 

"lEPWHMi«r' ""'••'; 
StiaTWriterv 

The Chelsea Village Council renewed a 
contract with the Ann Arbor Transpor-

,Wtic^^ti|n0rity Dec. 11 for bus service 
between Chelsea and Ann Arbor. 

the village will chip in $9,312 of the 
total cost of $54,260 for 995 hours of ser­
vice. Federal and state grants will help 
defray the remaining $45,000. 

Operating costs increased 6.5 percent 

because Of rising hourly and maint 
^ance costs. The village's payment al 
increased. Last year, the village co: 
tipibuted' $8,022 foj* operation costs; 
increasing 16 percentThe contract wiljL 
run through Sept. 30. 1! 

AATA is hoping to negotiate with 
Chelsea Area Transportation Systems to 
develop a system where the local system 
can help AATA with its declining 
Chelsea-to-Ann Arbor ridership. 

"We see about 17 people riding this 
route (Chelsea to Ann Arbor) on a daily 
basis," said Gregory Cook, director of 

'A ends its Chelsea-to-Ann Arbor 
t wouldn't be until the summer, 

Cook said. If the route ends, CATS would 
aftfiiRi transport Chelsea residents to 
S J P P $ and Ann Arbor. 

'CATS and AATA will be looking at pos­
sibilities where CATS would transport 
passengers on fixed routes or on anon-
call basis to an AATA service area in 
Dexter, said CATS Director Michalene 
Pawlak. 

"We're really excited about this pro­
ject," Pawlak said. 

CATS Was also excited when it received 
word last week that AATA was donating 
an old 21-passenger bus to CATS. 

"This will be a big help in our commu­
nity," Pawlak said. 

CATS would also see additional grants 
from AATA if the project begins. 

As a transportation authority, AATA 
receives both federal and state grants, 
and some of these grants could trickle 
down to CATS, 

Pawlak also asked the village for an 
additional donation. The village recently 

'. ' See BUS —Page 5-A 

up as 
•By Sheila Pursglove 
Associate Editor 

The Washtenaw County 
Sheriffs Department scored a 
first in late November when 
Deputy Lisa King was promoted 
to sergeant. She and her hus­
band, Sgt. Michael King, who 
celebrated* his 20-year anniver­
sary with the department earlier 
this month, are the first hus-
band-and-wife team of sergeants. 
in the county 

The couple has a wealth of 
experience; arid has served the 
agency and the community well, 
said.Sheriff Dan Mirizey. 

Sgt; Mike King hired into the 
Corrections Division in 1981, 
serving five years. He was a cor­
rections traifting officer and 
. worked , on'.,, the . Career 
Development Task Force. 

The South Lyon native trahs-
ferred to the Law Enforcement 

. Division in 1986 and distin* 
guished himself with assign­
ments in the Washtenaw Area 
Auto Theft Unit; the Detective 
Bureau, as. an evidence techni-
jcian and & member of the 

: Specijit;: Weapons arid Tactics 
Team. He is a ''use of force" 

instructor and training instruc­
tor for SWAT. : 

The newly promoted Sgt, Lisa 
King is approaching her 10th 
anniversary with the sheriff's 
department. The daughter of 
Chris and David Taylor, King is a 
1989 graduate Of Chelsea High 
School, where she was on the 

GCiM/e're extremely 
Wproud of the 

W ^ ^ a ^ m p l i s h . 
ment 

Anderson Brown 
CCorMMer 

varsity swim team, . .-
, King is well known in western 

Washtenaw County for helping 
to establish Neighborhood 
Watch groups. She has given pre­
sentations at the Chelsea Senior 
Center about TRIAD, a group of 
senior citizens and law enforce­
ment officers: working together 
to address issues specific to 
seniors. '•.-•;" 

spent four years as the 

department's crime prevention 
officer and spearheaded the cre­
ation of '-.•the*- Neighborhood. 
Watch Mounted Patrol. 

She was instrumental irt 
founding the Washtenaw County 
Crime Prevention Officers 
Association, serving as presiv 
dent for two years, in addition to 
organizing the area's first 
National Night put.' 

For three: years, she was the 
full-time instructor of the Drug 
Abuse Resistance Education 
program and organized and 
coordinated, fund-raisers for the 
DARE program.. She was. also 
instrumental in;developing the 
S.T.A.R. program, Saving Teens 
through Accountability and 
Responsibility. 

The Kings are lifelong resi­
dents of the area and have 
galled .Dexter Township home 
for five years: • 
, "We're extremely protid 6£the 

Kings on thisaccomplishment,'' 
Cmdr. Anderson Brown said. 
"They(are both' assets to our 
agency and the , Washtenaw 
County community." . : 

Brown, said several barriers 

Washtenaw County Sheriff Daft Minzey is flanked by Sgt. Michael 
King and Sgt. Lisa King, the first husband-wife sergeants in the his­
tory of the department. Chelsea native Lisa King was promoted from 
deputy to sergeant last month. v 

have been : broken over the 
years; DetJoe Hall wias the first 
African-American . detective; 
Barb Wilson, the' first female 
deputy; Susan Ledford, the first 
female sergeant; Brenda Sutton, 
the first female lieutenant; Jerry 
Clayton, the first Africah-

American commander; and' 
Kevin Williams, .the . first 
African- American lieutenant,, 

"The Kings, Michael and Lisa; 
have reached a milestone and 
are added to a distinguished list 
of firstsat our agency, and we 
arse alLvery proiid," Brown said. 

winners 
See Page i-B 
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runners up 
See Page l-C 

Chelsea resident 
writes a 

See Page i*B 
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• Chelsea staff work 
together on program. 

By Sheila Pursglove 
Associate Editor 

Assistant Superintendent Iva 
Corbett, who is a trainer for the 
Anti-Defamation League pro­
gram, "A World of Difference," 
gave a presentation to last 
week's school board. 

"The number one goal of the 
program is to reduce prejudice 
and eliminate resulting issues 
that stem from prejudicial 
thinking," Corbett said. "When 
we talk about multicultural and 
diversity issues in this context, 
we need to look at two basic 
components, meaningful cur­
riculum integration and preju­
dice reduction activities." 

Corbett said there are four 
distinct levels of curriculum on 
multicultural education. 

Level 1 is the contributions 
approach, discussing heroes and 
holidays and discrete cultural 
elements. In level 2, content, 
concepts, themes and perspec­
tive are added to the curriculum 
without changing its structure. 

At. level 3, the curriculum 
structure is changed to enable 
students to view concepts, 
issues, events and themes from 
the perspective of diverse eth­
nic and cultural groups: 

Students in level 4 make deci­
sions on important social issues 
and take actions to help solve 

them. 
Corbett used several exam­

ples from Chelsea schools. 
At South Meadows Elemen­

tary School, pupils have cele­
brated different holidays such 
as Hannukah, Kwaanza and 
Cinco de Mayo through litera­
ture, writing and exploring the 
Internet. 

They have discussed different 
heroes such as Pocahontas, 
Martin Luther King Jr., So­
journer Truth and Rosa Parks. 
Pupils celebrate Martin Luther 
King Day each year by listening 
to his speech from a web site, 
reading about his life and doing 
writing activities. 

Corbett said that although 
Level 1 is the most visible it is 
the least, effective. . 

"Our goal should be to raise 
the integration level at every 
opportunity and seek to create 
meaningful experiences at lev­
els 2,3 and 4," she said. 

Music teacher Rick Cather-
man uses music to teach his stu­
dents about diversity. 

"The world of music js by 
nature multi-cultural," Cather-
man said. "We perform .music of 
many cultures, various ethnici­
ties, and from a variety of eras: 
Latin, African, Asian, European, 
Russian, the list goes on." 

Students study music by com­
posers of various cultures; gen­
ders and races and learn about 
the composers' backgrounds. 

North Creek Elementary 

School has written a tolerance 
grant and received monies to 
support visits to African Amer­
ican, Asian and Arabic schools, 
where Chelsea students worked 
cooperatively with children 
from other races and cultures. 

Corbett also discussed activi­
ties at Pierce Lake Elementary 
School where pupils experience 
discrimination through an artifi­
cial situation, as well as many 
other activities. 

Middle school pupils have vis­
ited a soup kitchen in Ypsilanti, 
worked with Ozone House in 
Ann Arbor and participated in 
the Warm the Children project 
They also study civil rights for a 
month during their study of 
Martin Luther King Jr. 

They also discussed the diver­
sity of many different cultures 
throughout the school year, 
Corbett said. 

The multicultural education 
continues in the high school in 
government classes focusing on 
civil liberties and civil rights. 

Corbett said the second com­
ponent of the program, provid­
ing prejudice reducing activi­
ties, takes place in and out of 
school. 

"The strongest programs are 
those that are community cen­
tered," she said. "A continuous 
program of opportunities involv­
ing not just the school district 
but also all aspects of the com­
munity will have the greatest 
impact." 

Cookie Sales Kick Off Today 
Huron Valley Council Girl Scouts and Brownies kick off their annual cookie drive today, a fund-raiser that 
helps provide camping, field trips, travel, service projects and Girl Scouting for low-income girls. The $3 
boxes of cookies come in eight varieties. Orders will be taken through Jan. 20, 2002 and orders will be 
delivered in February. Pictured are Brownies from Troop 472. In the back row are Shelby Collins (left), 
Alexis Roberts, Alexis Foley, Cara Paul, Taylor McKenna and Kaitlin Connin. In the middle row are 
Hannah Olsen (left), Sarah Conrad, Hailey Dixon and Courtney Parsons. In the front row are Emily 
Whitesall and Jessica Wisniewski. 

compete in 
Several Beach Middle School 

pupils took part in last month's 
regional spelling bee held at the 
school. 

Sixth-graders Jqsh Golic, Chel­
sea Whitesall, Chris Schmelz, 

Trisha Hash and Anna Schroen; 
seventh-grade pupils Johanna 
Jackson, Paul McKeighany Joey 
Hansen, Christine Kelley and 
Alice Butcher; and eight-graders 
Lihdsey Kindt, Megan Nadolny, 

Sam Zuccala, Brad Foster and 
Brian Gileczek all took part. 

Golic finished in the top 10 
for sixth grade and Butcher 
was in the top 10 for seventh 
grade. 
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STRAIGHT FACTS 
A photograph in last week's 

Street Talk was incorrectly iden­
tified as Sandra Callaway. 

No matter how hard we try to 
avoid mistakes, sometimes they call 475-1371. 

happen anyway. When that occurs, 
we rely on our readers to let us 
know about them, So, please help. 
To request a correction, e-mail 
Editor Michelle Rogers at 
editor@chelseastandard.com or 

LIVING TRUSTS 
Why a Will Is no longer the best estate .plan. 

'Sh 

Law Offices of Susan E. Zale 

• Estate Planning (Wills & Trusts) 

• Probate Proceedings 

• Trust Administration 

• Guardianships & Conservatorships 

• Powers of Attorney 

We can also help you with Real Estate Transactions. 

114 N. Main Street, Suite 10, Chelsea 
(734)475,5777 

Schedule a free conference with Ronald Farrlngton Sharp, 
Attorney, planning estates and trusts since 1ti?6. Learn: 

• How to Avoid the time and expertfe of Probate 
• Why joint ownership can be coitly to heirs 
• How to save or eliminate estate taxes 
• Why we all need a Power of Attorney 
• How to avoid Guardianship of adults 
• How to name a guardian for your children 

*\ 

734-426-0420 
8099 MAIN STREET, DEXTER, Ml 48130 

J & E) F i r e a r m s l i e 

N R A C E R T I F E D 

Personal Protection 
Training 

| CCW PREREQUISITE CLASS*"] 

Basic Pistol 
Training 

M . C O . L . E . S & N R A Certified Po l ico Firearms Instructor 
N R A Certified - Personal Protection St Bas ic Pistol Instructor 

Cla»» Location - Brooklyn Sportsman's Club 

Jim Acker C 517 ) 750-2234 
Dean Dermyer ( 5.17.) 592-8453 

J 

Better than the banks! 

Refinance or Purchase. 
• Best" Rates 
• Low Costs . 
• All types of 
Mortgage Loans! 

We specialize in 
Hometown 
Lending I 

will get 
you^he 
bestdeal in 

Park Place Mortgage 
734-424-9500 

Specials going on MOW! 

SUPPPORT YOUR 
LOCAL MERCHANTS 

Palmer Insurance 
Serving Our Community Since 1962, 

Pride in our community 
and the people 

we are dedicated to serve is, 
and always has been,. 
the backbone of our 

___ Jamily business. 

jjfflflNXNCIAl' 

CITIZENS 
INSURANCE 

3074 Baker Road, Dexter, Ml 48130 
(734)426-5047 . - . . " ' . (800)87^-5047 

.;•••'; www.palrneriinsuranceicbm ;ri 

h APY 
4,h Six Months 

3.50% APY 
3"1' Six Months 

3 .00% APY 
2nd Six Months 

2.5(Y/< APY 

l8'Six Months 

Withdrawa ls can he made al the c\u\ o f 
each six month interval w i thout penalty 

FLAGSTZ1R 
^ ^ 2 ^ ^ : BANK; 

413 E.Huron-Ann Arbor-734-663-9699 
2001 Commonwealth • Ann Arbor • 734-994*7800 

1601 BrtaWood Circle • Ann Arbor • 734-214-2265 _ 
"1290 S.Main Street 'Chelsea/734-475-6646 7" 

4755 Washtenaw Avenue * Ann Arbor • 734-528-2685 

MEMBER 
£££. wwwtfiaggtar«com MB 
Annual Percentage Yield (APY) Is effective as of 11/30/01, Average Yield of 3.25% If 

held to maturity. New retail accounts only with maximum-deposit of $100,000. Minimum 
. • ojfcnihg balance reqiiiremcnt is_5>500. Penalty may be Imposed for earty Withdrawal; 

Sem^Aflnual c o i r l ^ 
: ; :, changeAvlmwat n6tice/^rtain rfelHctions do ^ ^ - : 

.-,-1-
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School District buys fa 
By Sheila Pursglove 
Associate Editor 

Chelsea School District has 
purchased • four new 
International IC buses for the 
2001-2002 school year. Earlier 
this month, the school district 
took delivery of three 71-passen-
ger buses for regular runs and 
one wheelchair and lift-
equipped bus for special needs 
students. 

The three regular buses cost 
$36,051. The wheelchair-lift bus, 
equipped with air conditioning, 
cost $66,093, Transportation 
.Director Sam Vogel said Friday. 

Vogel said buses have a life 
expectancy of 10 to 12 years. The 
Chelsea fleet has 42 buses. 

"There comes a point where 
it's too costly to maintain the 
buses in excellent condition," 
he said. 

In recent years, Chelsea has 
put bids out for International 
diesel buses, Vogel said. This 
year, International began to 
build a complete bus at its plant. 

"Both the chassis and the body 
are built on the same assembly 
line," Vogel said. "In the past, 
one company would build a 
chassis and another company 
would build the body. It would 
take eight to nine months to 
have a complete bus built and 
delivered. 

Chelsea School District Transportation Director Sam Vogel test drives 
one of four new buses the district has purchased. Vogel particularly 
likes the wrap-around dashboard and instrument panel on the new 
vehicles. 

"The new system is delivering 
buses to schools within four or 
five months." -

Vogel said that in addition to 
the change in delivery time, 
numerous improvements have 
been made to the new buses. 

"Tho dash set-up is much 

more driver-friendly and resem­
bles the cab of a nice SUV," he 
said. 

"For safety, the buses come 
with front crossover arms, which 
force students to walk away from 
the front of the bus, to where 
they can be seen. The ceilings 

are sound proofed to reduce 
noise on the bus and power 
vents along with white roofs are 
standard equipment to make the. 
buses cooler in the summer." 

Special heeds buses are 
equipped with air. conditioning 
since some students are subject, 
to seizures brought on by heat, 
Vogelsaid. 

The wheelchair and lift-
equipped bus also will be used 
by the school district to trans­
port students to schools. 

"This bus picks up special 
needs and regular students on 
the same roads to save travel 
time for everyone," Vogel said. 
"The parents of the wheelchair 
students like the idea of having 
other students on the bus." 
• All four buses have four built-

in child safety seats with har­
nesses for children younger 
than 4 yeays old and lighter than 
40 pounds. These are for chil­
dren in pre-school programs. 

The buses being replaced will 
become spares for the next 
school year and the transporta­
tion department will be selling 
the buses that.came off regular 
runs last year, Vogel said. 

The new buses were inspected 
by the Michigan State Police 
before delivery and are 
approved for this school year. 
Within the next two months, 

?*%'$$* " ^ * * » K 
HOSAi 

Bus driver Shirley Taylor stands on the step of bus 42, one of four new 
buses purchased by Chelsea School District. Standing in front of her 
are bus monitor Paula Hinderer (left), Transportation Director Sam 
Vogel and driver Brenda Smyth, who will be behind the wheel of one 
of the other new vehicles. 

state police inspectors will 
come to Chelsea to inspect all 
buses,-

The four drivers .who traded in 
their old buses for new ones are 
Brenda Smyth, Linda Brooks, 
Carol Sprinkle and Shirley 

Taylor. Aide Paula Hinderer 
rides on Taylor's bus. 

"Chelsea's mechanics — Steve 
Wolk and Jim Zenz —are busy 
making sure all of the buses are 
in perfect condition and ready 
for winter weather," Vogel said 

Lyndon board makes appointments 
MDuane Noah resigns 
from West Washtenaw 
Recycling Authority. 

By Kent Ashton Walton 
Special Writer 

In a busy meeting Dec. 11 the 
Lyndon Township Board added 
Putnam Township in Livingston 
County to the Multi Lakes 
Water and Sewer Authority 
Board. 

The board of trustees will 
consist of four representatives 
from Dexter Township, two 
from Lyndon Township; one 
from Unadilla Township and 
one from Putnam Township. 

The authority board is also 
awarding bids for four con­
tracts for the Multi Lakes 

ZONING 
Continued from Page l-A 
the property. The area is cur­

rently used as farmland and has 
a four-acre wetland along the 
western boundary. 

The Planning Commission 
denied the request on the advice 
of attorney Randy Kraker, the 
commission's consultant, $yho 
said the land is one of a few 
parcels set aside for mobile 
homes. 

Kraker said changing it could 
put the viliage in a vulnerable 
position with the state. The state 
has mandated that communities 
must have a certain amount of 
land available for affordable 
housing. 

Staff Writer Will Keeler can be 
reached at 475-1371 or via e-mail 
at wkeeler@heritage.6omv 

Sewer Authority, which will 
then be submitted to 
Washtenaw County for ap­
proval. Construction on the 
project is planned'to begin in 
January. 

Three members of the 
Lyndon Township Board of 
Appeals —John Francis, Lee 
Ann Shanahan and Doris Case 
— were reappointed. 

Maryann Noah announced 
that Duane Noah has resigned 
from the West Washtenaw 
Recycling Authority for health 
reasons. The Township Board 
voted to appoint Lee Ann 
Shanahan to fill Noah's position. 

Island Lake resident Lynn 
Meadows made a bid for the 
position of Lyndon Township 
representative to Chelsea 
District Library Board. 

In a" letter to the board 
Meadows said that she was 
interested in assisting with the 
proposed library building pro­
ject. She said she has been 
involved in a number of com­
munity projects, including pro­
motion of the Sylvan-
Lyndon sewer project for 
Island Lake, the Chelsea Area 
Crop Walk, and the Merkel 
î agm village park proposal. * 

Township Board members 
expressed a need for continuity 
on the Library Board, and reap­

pointed Kathy Sprawka as 
township representative. 

Although there are no con­
crete plans, the board said addi­
tional space for the township 
hall is needed. 

The mpst pressing issue at the 
moment is a lack of storage 
space for records. 

It was suggested that a plan be 
developed to address space con­
straints. • ' ' • • ' 

DAVE R0WE, CPCU 
121 S. Moin St., 

ChelMd 
(734)475-9184 

Don't Grow O L D 
Without us... 

We offer annuities and IRAs that guarantee a lifetime 
retirement income,. B\0TAX SAVtNQS, and attractive 
interest rates. $larl now! Call your farm Bureau 
Insurance agent before you get any older. 

Making Your Future More Predictable 

mum FARM BUREAU 
M^m* INSURANCE 
•iweu'iMiMUiLKt • rt>m tunriuiur . ' I I U M I I ^ K I * . . 

www.tarmbureauinsufance-nn com 
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with Leonard K. Kitchen, J>D. and Thomas I. Stringer, J. D. 
DUB PROCESS 

The fundamental rights of" defendants 
, in criminal cases .ire protected by the due 
pnjcess clauses in the Constitution. This 
means that all criminal'prosecutions are 
within the realm of the fundamentalprin­
cipals of liberty and justice inherent fri 
American law. As such, criminal defen­
dants are entitled to: reasonable and time': 
Jy' notification ,of the criminal charges 

Due process is one of the cornerstones 
upon which our system of democracy 
rests. The steps which must be taken to 
legally find a person guilty of a criminal 
act serve to guard against such tactics as 
personal attacks, indiscriminate . allega­
tions, and the bringing of unsubstantiated 
charges by an entity of the.local, state* or 
federal government. If you have.been 

Mill 
Your Full Service Feed Mill 

they face, adequate and fair opportunity to charged with a crime, call the LAW 
defend themselves against criminal 
charges," fair and impartial tribunal to 
decide the issues of fact in the case, oppor­
tunity to present their side of-the case 
withia.the confines of a hearing or trial, 
adequate protection against coerced con­
fession, the right to confront and examine 
all adverse witnesses, and the right to.be 
represented by an attorney. -

OFF1CES.OF KITCHEN & STRINGER, 
J.D., located in Dexter, at 3249 Broad 
Street, at 426-4695 to schedule a private 
consultation, ftee of charge. v 

,HlNT: Criminal defendants are enti­
tled to the assistance of their attorneys at 
all preliminary stages and hearings, from 
arraignment through trial and appeal 

worm 

Register early to get the Washtenaw 
Community College classes you want! 

734-973-3543 
wvvw.Wccnet.oro 

Classes begin 
January 14 

Winter Classes 
Begin January 8! 

Classes beginning the weeks of 
January 7 and 14 include: 

Adult Acting Glasses with Mlchele Mountain 
Start Sniarf Golf for all Ages 
Hip Hop, Ballroom, and Line Dancing 
Core Strength arid Women's Strength training 
Yoga Classes .;;;:•• 
Language Classes for Kids 
Pottery and Scrapbookihg^lasses;^ r ^ ^: L_.. 
Sewing and Quilting Classes 
Beginning Stained Glass 
Basic Investment Class • 
Planning Wills and Estates 
Guitar Lessons 
Helping People Cope with National Disasters Workshop 

Register early to avoid cancelled classes. Please register 
online at www.chelsea,ki2.rni,us, or In person; no phone" 
registrations. Chelsea Community Education, 500 . 
Washington Street, Chelsea/Ml. Phbrft (734) 433-2206; 
Office Hours 8:00 a.mi to 4:00 p.m. 

For that specif Persott on your list. 
Come on dawn&> see our complete line oftcick, 

whether En& 

We have a great 
selection oft 

Bfl^esrHatlters, 
Brushes & 
Gleaning 
SUDtflies 

Nice line of leather care products to protect 
- i ybtiMackyoMo 

3515 Central St* Dexter 

ir 

^^ffffl̂ ^n Open:^l-F 8-6 • Sat 8-5 
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art 
artist 

By Kent Walton 
Special Writer 

Lorin Kummer learned about 
Uie healing power of art several 
years ago — with the help of 
;ome little cloth'animals; 
.In the late ' '70s, when 

.1(11 turner was a parent*volun-
1.0er in the Girl Scouts, some of 
;ho girls were attacked and 
VubbecL" • • 

Weeks afterwards, the young-
'•stors showed a variety qf signs 
if stress ~ fear of the dark, not 
•anting to go out or leave their 

jnirents, angry outbursts and. 
-vying jags, stomach aches and 
headaches.1 

The term "post traumatic 
tress" was unfamiliar back 

iheu," Kummer says. "Parents 
..ore baffled by their daugh-
KTS' behavior."' 

However, at a craft session, as 
!he girls were sewing cloth ani-
iuils, they began to talk about 

•hf1 attack. 
. It was apparent to Kummer 
ihiil the creative activity had a 
•aiming effect, allowing them 
to. relate their worries about 
the night of the assault and 
.uin a. perspective on their 
icars. . . 

Kummer began to under-
iand how art could have a 

iicaling effect.. 
Art can equal healing for 

i hose needing to face difficul­
ties in their life's journey," she 
s; iys: "• . '. 

She has since, spent many 
hours researching studies on 
;nt and healing. 
• Kummer studied fine arts 
;IIH1 psychology at Eastern 
Michigan..' University and 
worked as a traveling art 
ioacher to disadvantaged youth 
in the ART Van Go program for 

the Ann Arbor Art Association. 
She then began to develop a 

therapeutic art program for 
senior citizens in nursing 
homes, Working with other 
teachers, she extended the out­
reach' activities to include a 
therapeutic art program for 
children in Chelsea schools. 

"The children really re­
sponded to the many art pro­
jects we did," Kummer says, 
"Their attention, commitment 
and positive attitudes resulted 
in works of art that were dis­
played at Chelsea Community 
Hospital. Some of- their ,art 
even traveled to be displayed 
in the state Capitpl. 

"If art could be such a posi­
tive force in these challenged 
children's lives, what could art 
do for children facing enor­
mous challenges of growing up 
in the last decade of this centu­
ry?" 

Kummer has used her skills 
working as. Career Resource 
person with Chelsea High 
School students, and has 
worked with academically at-
risk high school students in 
graphic arts programs at Saline 
Schools. 

"I've found that engaging in 
meaningful artistic expression 
while creating and developing 
a rapport established a great 
basis for trust, honesty, positive, 
communication and height­
ened achievement," she says. 

In the mid '90s Kummer 
worked successfully with incar­
cerated youth at state run 
youth treatment facilities, and 
at a Department of Corrections 
bpot camp for youth and young 
adults. 

Her vision was finally real­
ized in 1999 when the ArtQuest 

ollday Music 
\manda Arnstori (left), Kellyn Pagliarini and Julie Ottoman made 
sweet music' during the Dec. 11 Winter Concert at Beach Middle 
School, featuring the school's choir, orchestra and bands. 

7 

Call now 
to schedule 

your fall check 
and clean. 

& Cooling, Inc. 
"Family Owned & Operated For Over 50 Years." 

Licensed & Insured »Heating« Air Conditioning 
Residential & Light Commercial * Free Estimates 

• Service Most Makes & Models 

jirf/ifih.you ten rtly on Financing 
available. 

A A 
A Lennox International Inc. Company , 

Che sea 7 3 4 - 4 7 5 . 1 2 2 2 

A Holiday that Transcends Religion? 

m 

Dear Friends dnd Neighbors, 
•. A subheading in the Ann Arbor '•''• 

News this pas( Thanksgiving Day read,-
' . "National Holiday Transcends • 

Religion,",! suppose you could make an 
•argument for that itithc case of 
Thanksgiving, We ChHstians'knovv; there 

• Is only dnc.Ood'who has blessed the • 
, world and-deserves our thanks: the Triune 
Go(l,.Fnilwr. Son.arjdliply-iSpiflT.^ci 
Thanksgiving is tiot'a/c'ligious holiday, but 
a national holiday, and rWiiplc of all reli- . 
Bjptis(or npn-rcligions)ace'frceio use the • 
day to thank their god (or refrain from" •: 
thanking flnygod)^ whatever Way they 
want.- ,}.•/• V'.' ".• ' -...- '•'••., 
'', ' ",T lit the someway ynii «)tild say ,. 
ihiil Juiy 4, Merriorii)! t)ayC;itid othec national. 
holidays also "transcend religion,'' ' ^ : ' 

• ' 'What about Christmas?, Certainly-
Christmasin iisetf is a religious holiday, wlicri 

.Christ iahscclehrattMlie birth ol'Cjod's",So.iv ,---
Jcsiis as ii human being; to Jbe the Savior of4 

the world, Christians admit (hat December 25 
miiy noi have been lhedalc of Jesus' birth (in. 
age's past, tljitrches have, cclcbrntcdi/C!fuis':' ' 

' birth in April, July, and at other limeS),'bU1 
ibis is the day we've set aside to celebrate it.,' 

-'• Yet, even t(tis holiday has for ''.''<. 
doeudes come to "Ifanscend religioT)!" ft'; ' 
has become n day fdr'exchanging cards and 
gifts, lirjiong noii-Clirislians as'ivcll as , 
Christians.'Non-
(.'lirisuans 

• '.as well.ns Christians generallyreceive a 
day off work, of holiday pay if they do work, 
Christians .may lamenuhc.commcrcialism ; " 
and complain about what dUr holiday !has '-...-
become, but that won't chahgeanything; ; 

In another, sense, though, wc can • 
honestly say that nothing, transcends- religion. 
No matter, what activity wc arc doing, wc do it 
as'bclicycrs in our Savior Jesus Christ, • . 
whcther.it.'s Kuntirigor fishing- or- shopping, or 
'syatehing sporting bvch(sl whether it's cclc-' .' 
bratifig Christmas or Thanksgiving or. 
Indepcikicncc'pay, Our faith in the Triune 

.God/transccndscvfrythlng, because wc .',-
knovy His Son is returning again, andljc is 
the only Way to ctcnutllifc. 

. " ; The world can join in "the 
oiiiwatd cc leb.fa.tion, and phi losopltiM 
about "the rcnlirttanjng of Christmas;" 
Hut our faith that f»od sent His Son to be • 
•born as Our Savior transcends everything 
elsci,; ;•——• , ,''' .•• ——,—.-

Please. worship'.Him with us', 
this Sunday morning at 9:30 a.m.; come 
to pur special Christmas Eve play at 7:30 

, p.m. next-Monday evening, or Christmas' -
Day worsnipiat 10:00 a,m, next- Tuesday. 

.'..- Pastor Mark Porlmkp 

"Laws have been passed to 
make schools safer places for 
children. But freedom of ex­
pression may be; difficult to 
encourage at school in these 
tough times." 

The need for safety, she says, 
can overshadow children's nor­
mal developmental struggles 
and risk taking. 

"School is not always the 
right place to freely express 
worries,. concerns^ anger, hos-
Mlity, emotions and judg­
ments," she says. 

Kummer. says the Chelsea 

Center for the Development of 
the Arts M a place where chil­
dren and adolescents can sepa­
rate from school, feel comfort­
able arid have fun expressing 
themselves in a safe, super­
vised and non-critical environ­
ment. 

The ArtQuest program recent­
ly received a boost in the form of 
a grant $rom the Ann Arbor Area 
Community Foundation. " 

The first sessions are sched­
uled to begin in January. For 
more information, call 433-
2787. 

Local artist Lorin Kummer (left), her husband, Joe, and dog, Angel, 
enjoy a hike in the local countryside. Kummer uses art as a means to 
teach people how to express their emotions. 

program was established at the 
Chelsea Center for the De­
velopment of the Arts with the 
tyelp of its director, Steve Him, 
and faculty of the University of 
Michigan Graduate School. -

It will also serve as a center 
for social work students learn­
ing to incorporate art into their 
repertoire of skills for working 
with children. 

The ArtQuest program, serv­
ing children, adolescents and 
their families, was created to 
meet the needs of children and 
families struggling to maintain a 
positive perspective during dif­
ficult and trying times. 

"ArtQuest offers art to chil­

dren as a way to express their 
uniqueness that is rewarding 
and educational," she says. 

"It's also a place where chil­
dren can learn how to effective­
ly communicate thoughts, feel­
ings and emotions that are some­
times difficult to verbalize." 

Kummer says the local area 
has experienced a number of 
tragic events in the past decade 
that have greatly affected its 
children. 

"The Chelsea community, 
like other communities across 
the nation that have had simi­
lar experiences, still struggles 
with the enormity of such 
tragedies," she says. 

It could happen to any one of us. And if It did, wouldnl you 
pray for someone to help ypu put your'Hfe back together. 
We're here for Sandy for as long as it takes. 
Vbur danaHon aauM aliMtaa> a 1Mb. 

\ ea i va at 1.MO.0M.OO69 or «Wt vnmvoauotQ 

T 
Volunteers 
of America* 
Itmmmt 
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O/favtatt-

The gift of gab for life. 
Unlimited night and weekend minutes, 
400 anytime minutes and Nationwide 
Long Distance for only $39.99 a month. 
ForJife. 
Up to $115 in to ta l savings w i t h a two-year agreement 
$79.99 ^ Nokia 5165 suggested retail price 

-$80.00 Mail-in service rebate 

$ 0 FREE Ypur price after rebate 
(Credit check, activation fee, and sales tax apply) 

PLUS get| in additional $35 In savings when AT&T Wireless waives your activation fee with 
a signed two-year contract. ••'.'••; . 'V 

Sign up for an AT&T DIcjital Advantage $39.99 monthly plan and get unlimited night and weekend 
minutes, 400 anytime minutes and Natiqnwide Long Distance included; It's all guaranteed for 
as long as you keep the plan. 

Hurry! This offer expires January 26, 2002. 

AT&T Wireless Author ized Locat ion 

\ 

Allen Park 
Discover Communications 
15670 Southfield Rd. " 
313-294-1400 

Belleville 
Metro Paging & Cellular 
201 South Street 

\ 734-699-9080 

Xcell Wireless 
10824 Belleville Rd. 
734-699-8188 

Dearborn 
Control Data Systems 
5601 Schaefer Rd. #201 
313-945-6670 

Control Data Systems 
18900 Michigan Ave. 
313-982-0100 

Dearborn 
Control Data Systems 
5601 Schaefer Rd; #201 
313-945-66.70 

Control Data Systems 
18900 Michigan Ave, 
313-982-0100 

Dearborn Heights 
Beyond, Inc. 
24142 W. Warren 
313-565-5565 

Control Data Systems 
5640 N. Telegraph 
313-945-6670 . 

Flat Rock 
Metro Paging & Cellular 
27530 Telegraph Rd. 
734*789-0000 

River Rouge 
Arc I Communications 
10537 W. Jefferson 
313-842-7243 

Southgate 
Wireless Toyz Southgate 
15010 Fort Street 
734-283-6600 

Taylor 
Discover Communications 
21215 Eureka 
734-287-4200 . 

Ring in the holidays 

with the AT&T Shared 

Advantage Plan, and 

stay in touch all year. 

• Get unlimited local calling 
with up to five plan members, 
and share a whole lot of 
minutes each month. 

• Sign on.nqw for a $59.99' 
monthly plan with two phone 
lines and get three more 
phone lines for only $9.99 
a month each. 

¢2001 AT&T Wirelesi All Rights Reserved New jciwnon, uwSt ippwil, $35 »cgv»tlon fee.MnujI eowa<u UMcllitton fee end > Dldul muW-netwofk phone rehired, l-ytu 
.agreement required to qualify for certain txnofits SubjiK̂ w termj of wfrelesi service igre*m«nt ind calling plan brochure. All airtime it billed In full mlnuu mcrtmenti and cannot -
be carried over to any montli Unlimited nignti and wetkend),a/iytime.mlnvtet and nationwide' long dlsunct.mllable at long u you remain on the urn* eligible AT&T Wifeless rau 
plan telecud at'activation. Benefits terminate upon cancellation:or Involunian luipentlon of tervke or migration to another rau plan, kKludlng mlgradofl to mother price point. 

- Coverage available In most areas. Night uxt Weekend MimitJH: 8p.m. to 6:59am. Mondfy-Wdayarid Frtday ip.m.'H6riSifi;ihM Lota\0hWAi charges and taxes additional. 
Limited time offer. Nationwide Long Distance: Standard ilrtlme charges apply. Credft evd caw excluded. Domestic calling only. Limited time offer. $80,00 Mail-In Service 
ftebMei ActrVatton on qualified A W Wireless calling ptans $2».W a month or higher. Phon* mu« remain on AT4T Wireless'service for at least 30 days and When the rebate is 
processed. See ATAT mail-In rebate coupon'for full terms and conditions, Offer expires (/26/02. Shared Advwttig* plan: Jach account must have a minimum of two and a maxi­
mum of five At4T Shared Advanage Plan SubKrlberj. Unlimited calling only available whert the calililg and receiving parties ire ATiT Shared Advantage Plan Subscribers from the' 
same account and b^wtbeATAirietworit In the Shared Moblle-to Mobile 6ll lngAre».' '" ' '•". ' '* -., " tfTO 

} AT&T Wireless 

authorized dealer 

file:///manda
file:///0hWAi


• s ^ , ^ ^ ^ mrngm%^^ 

Thursday, December 20, 2001 • THE CHELSEA STANDARD/THE DEXTER -LEADER Page 5-A 

Lions Club proud of achievements 
By Sheila Pursglove 
Special Writer 

Dave Jachalke, president of 
the Chelsea Lions Club, is enor­
mously proud of the club's con­
tributions to the community --
although much of it goes unno­
ticed, except by recipients. 

"Much of what the club does 
for the community is known only 

"by those who receive the assis­
tance," he said. 

"We receive requests from 
many sources for assistance 
with glasses, white canes and 
hearing aids. We also provide 
scholarships for Girls State, 
World Affairs Seminar, Chelsea 
High School graduates and 
other programs as requested fcy 
area students." 

Jachalke has been a member 
. of the club since he and his wife, 
Marilyn, moved to Dexter 
Township in 1977 from their 
native Ann Arbor. 

"I was looking to get involved 
in our new community and join 
something," Jachalke said. 
"Several neighbors, like Frank 
Hammer and Dave Scriben, 
were members of the Uons and. 
drafted me into the club., 

"Being a part of an organiza­
tion that can return to the com­
munity the kind of help we're 
able to provide is the main rea­
son I enjoy being a Lion." 

The club is involved in pro­
jects throughout the community, 
including volunteer service at 
the St. Louis Center and con­
ducting eye screenings through. 
the District Sightmobile. 

"The Seniors Prom for senior 
citizens we sponsor in the spring 
at Beach Middle School is 
always a joy," Jachalke said! 
"Our recent Christmas gift pur­
chases for two local families 
through Faith In Action is also 
one of our many yearly funo 
tions." 

The dunk tank at the Chelsea 
Community Fair is also a big 
fund-raiser. Jachalke said that 
he has sp far managed to stay 
dry and out of the tank, but that 
Lions member and Beach 
Middle School Principal Bill 
Wescott regularly gets a dunk­
ing. 

Jachalke, who retired in 1997 
after more than three decades 
with the Ann Arbor Police, 

Santa Paws 
Robyn Cleary (left), Katelynn Becker, Amanda Roderick and Emily Knafl, Girl Scouts with Troop 1733 led 
by Debbi Clickner, stuffed 120 doggie treat bags for Paws With A Cause holiday party. The girls received a 
pin from the organization for their community service. The girls are pictured with Paws With A Caiise fos­
ter mom Karole Schaufele from Tecumseh who spoke to the troop and brought along foster puppy Coral 
and Mindy, a 9-year-old retiree from the program. Paws With A Cause/training assistance dogs for people 
with disabilities, started in 1979 in Grand Rapids. 

^ ^ I ^ B * ' s^Btar^"* * i i> * 

Chelsea resident Dave Jachalke is president of the Chelsea Lions 
Club. The club assists people with vision and hearing needs, as well 
as carrying Out other community service projects. Jachalke is shown 
here with eyeglasses donated by local residents. The Lions Club has a 
collection bin for eyeglasses and hearing aids at Polly's Market. 

works part time with the Huron 
Clinton Metro Parks in Brighton. 
In his spare time, he enjoys fish­
ing, travel, woodworking and 
golf. 

In early November, he attend­
ed the Michigan Lions 
Leadership Institute in Higgins 
Lake, a three-day seminar cover­
ing all aspects of being a Lion 
and leadership. 

Jachalke said he is. proud to 
be a member of the world's 

largest service organization. 
"New members are always 

welcome," he said. "Contact a 
local Lion to join our club or 
come along and attend a meet­
ing." 

Meetings are held 6:3¾ p.m. on 
the first and third Tuesday of 
each month at Chelsea 
Community Hospital. For more 
information about the club, con­
tact Keith Blooomensaat at 475-
2734. 

BUS 
Continued from Page I-A 
dojiated $4,000 to CATS. 

The bus system operates on a 
$95,000 annual budget. The 
majority of the funds comes 
from state and private grants. 

"We need to look at how the 
community is getting older and 
how we can help them get 

around," Pawlak said. 
Village Trustee Janice 

Ortbring asked Pawlak if other 
organizations and groups have 
donated to CATS. 

"Shouldn't more emphasis (on 
donations) be on certain doctors 
that your, ricters go to on a 
repeated trips?" Ortbring said. 

"Chelsea hospital has been 
good and donated $5,000, and a 

University of Michigan clinic 
donated $1,000," Pawlak said. 

Staff Writer Will Keeler can be 
reached at 475-1371 or via e-mail 
atwkeeler@herltage.com. 

Dn Mary K. Barkley 
Orthodontics for Children and Adults 

Tobecome our patient, 
no referral is necessary. 

No charge for 
initial examination. 

134 W. Middle St;, Chelsea 
(next to Chelsea Glass) 

W%i^i^mi^}^ 
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& Associates, inc 
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Dexter-Ann Arbor 
DexteryMl48l30 

784^26.3^68 
MOWVITIW 
For Appointments 

Now Offering... 

in cooperation with the Dwight 
Orthopedic Rehabilitation Company. 
Btue Cross & Blue shield of Michigan 

and Medicare certified 
Most insurances Accepted 

Managed care Participants welcome 

CALL 734.426.3768 

•* ^ 

Insurance: 
Everybody shops 
price until they 

have aft accident. 

From then on, 
they shop service. 

We have both. 

5 •fi 
DOBSON-MCpMBER 

AGENCY, INC. 

Insurance arid Risk 
Management 

741-0044 
Insuring You 

• Your Home 
• Your Business 

•YourCar ,'. 

TANFASTIC 

npMai 
^ J K W ^ - / IvWam 

•Coupon must be redeemed at time of purchase. NO EXCEPTIONS. One coupon per 
person. Not valid with any other oHer. Restrictions apply. While supplies last. Otter valid 
De ecember 13-24. 2001. 
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. SAL INE - 533 E Michigan Ave., 429-5635 I 
ANN ARBOR-62?s Mainst 213-2279 ! 

y fyijt Certijkales' 

^vailabk \ ANN ARBOR-m?pfytnou.hRd 994-9088 j 
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MmmmCHIROPRACTIC 
CHELSEA 

Celebrating 

OR. WARREN 8. 
ATKINSON 
FOUNDEH 

1952-1998 

23 Years 

What fiiive you done for yourself .lately'. 

734-4S3.UFE 

@ Chelsea Comfort liih & Villa 

Bring in the new yectr With driuhpdralleled 
patriotic New Year's WS0c/(d^e from 
the Chelsea Comfort Inri & Village 
Conference Center. 

THE CELEBRATISN PACKAGE : 
'Deluxe hotel accommodations 

-A magnificent primejib buffet 
-Champagne toast at midnight 

* late night snacks 
'Festive patriotic party favors 

' Entertainment and dancing 
' Deluxe continental breakfast (J/1/02) > 
' Extended checkout privileges until 2 PM e 

Package cost per couple is $199.00, or 
$229.00 for a king Jacuzzi suite. 

Wynwood * done© party 
ontertolnnienl for the evening. From 

pop to \au, blues to swing and 
everything in between. 

Call today to make your reservations at ( 7 3 4 ) 4 3 3 - 8 0 0 0 . 

' .r 

• - • - - - - • - - . - » - - » — — L — » - — i — • - ttttjtutttm^^i^uta^mt^^ 

mailto:atwkeeler@herltage.com


Page 6-A * Thursday, December 20, 2001 » THE CHELSEA STANDARDATHE DEXTER LEADER 
•*aMhWM*M»fN 

signs 

MSoil erosion, water 
quality the target. 
By Lisa Allmendinger 
Special Writer 

Farmers from across the 
state, some of whom are 
already participating in pollu­
tion reduction programs, will 
be able to seek funding for new 

. voluntary, agricultural pro­
grams through a" bill, that was 
introduced by. State Rep. Gene 
DeRossett and recently signed 
into law by Gov. John Englen 

Public Act 176 authorizes the 
state Department of , Agri­
culture to establish and admin­
ister two groundbreaking ini­
tiatives to reduce soil erosion, 
improve water quality and, 
en.han.ee wildlife habitat. 

'It's? a reasonable, voluntary 
way to protect the environment 
while respecting property 
rights." said DeRossett, chair­
man of the Agriculture and 
iU\soiirce Management Com­
mittee. • . • : ' - • 

The law requires the state 
Department of Agriculture to 
coordinate with the depart­

ments of natural resources and 
environmental, quality in devel­
oping established conservation 
practices, DeRossett said. 

The law will exempt business 
plans developed under the 
measure . from Freedom of 
Information Act requests. 

It directs tlie Department of 
Agriculture to record conserva­
tion easements with the county 
register of deeds and requires 
proper. notification to farmers 
before state .agency inspec­
tions. ' . ; r 

The law clarifies how funds 
may be spent â nd includes clos­
er legislative oversight of the 
program. 

"This wiiljtielp strengthen 
agriculture, improve wildlife 
habitat and safeguard* water 
resources," DeRossett said. 

"It will allow farmers to take 
the.initiative in cutting agricul/ 
tural pollution." 

Lisa Allmendinger is a free­
lance writer. She can be reached 
at 433-10.¾ or by e-mail at yan-
kee@izzy.net. 

' i t 

Food Drive 
The Western Washtenaw Republicans held its sixth annual food drive to benefit Faith In Action Inc. Dec. & at the Wolverine Restaurant in 
Chelsea. The guest speaker was Dick Shaneyfelt, executive director of Faith In Action, who gave an overview of the services the agency pro­
vides to needy people in the area. Pictured in the front row are jane Lumm (left), Diane Stortors, Richard Steele, Joe Vekulis, Charlie Burgess, 
Maureen Black and Bill Stortors. In the back row are Dick Shaneyfelt (left), Warren McArthur, Rob McComber, Mike Bossory, Karl Fink, Ray 
Kemner, Bob Lange, John Frank, Rod Anderson, Nancy Anderson, Bill Van Riper, Dot Van Riper, Jay Hopkins, Dave Husak, Paul Peltcs, Doug 
Wright, Bob Guysky and Dean Alseth. _ _ _ ~ _ 

r 734/428-8836 
1/800/219-2100 

"Serving You Since 1972" 

R.D. Kleinschmidt, Inc. 
We Build Our Reputation Around Your Home 

ROOFING* SIDING •GUTTERS 
• Shingles & Flat Roofs 
• Siding & Trim 

• Seamless Aluminum Gutters 
• Replacement Windows 

V 
19860 Sharon Valley Rood • Manchester 

Sharon Kleinschmidt and Rkhord Kennedy/ Owners J 
Life Management Winners 
Three Beach Middle School pupils were winners in the Life 
Management project in Linda Turok s class. All students design a bed­
room in a box and several are chosen to go to Merkel Furniture for 
final judging. Pictured are first-place winner Margaret Walch (left), 
second-place winner Raytynn Bishop and David Branch, who took 
third place. 
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' Orthodontics for 
Children & Adults 

Mary Elizabeth Moenssen 
D.D.S., M.S., RC. 

& l#$\ Graduate of the 
University of Michigan 
School; of Dentistry 
and University. 
of Michigan 
Graduate Orthodontic 
Program 

Initial Consultation Free 

Call to schedule an o r thodont ic evaluation. 
7300 Dexter-Ann Arbor 'Rd„ Suite 100 

Dexter, Ml 4813,0 - (734) 426-5220 

cussms TMHTI mm v\\tt>{&w,'&ki' 
Your Food Store 

Buy Before The Snow Flies... 
And Save With Our Lowest Prices Ever 

Full line of Snapper Snowblowers, Tractors 
& Lawn Equiprpent. 

We service your equipment at our place 
oryourSv 
Same great service - a t your place or ours! 

Mobile Mower Repair, Inc. 

f̂fiffl̂ ^n 
:¾ I.Pwter. 

Drop ofl service.at T . 
Call Today 

( 7 3 4 ) 4 2 6 - 5 6 6 5 • 153& Baker RO : ^ , 

1535 Baker Rd. Dexter -J'-j&Jb? 
Hours: M-F 8-5, Sat 9-1 i^sssJSssi 

CHILD CARE 

DEVELOPMENTAL KINDERGARTEN 
Ages 3*4 Mdnday^FridayW 

• (2r 3 or 5-day enrollment) 
. . Ski 1:30&.m,v»9-Nobn• 1 -3:30p.m. v 

NEW Extended Day - 9 a.m. - 3:30 p.mr 
Certified Teachers t; 

Fun and Educational Curriculum 
. / Also at Mofntog Star: toddler • Preschobl • :'. 

• Schoolage'(before/after/no school) 
FftEE RgQlSTRATION W/tHlS AD ($60 Value) 

...<5d î fê :̂ zi&<î : '^M^k^^ii 

NlkortNSO" 
Body/Lens Outfit 
Engineered to Exhilarate 
• Fast Aiitofocus with Automatic 

FOCUS Tracking. 
• Precise i0-segrnent.3D Matrix, 

Center-Weighted and Spot 
Metering systems • 

• Built-in Speedlight with 3D m 
-Multi-Sensor Automatic 
.Balanced Fill Flash 

$ 4 9 9 9 5 After cash-back* 
includes: camera body. 28 80mm AF Nikkor lens. 

Nikon Coolplx* 995 
DIQITALOAMERA 
The digital camera driven 
by your imagination 
• 3.34-megapixel CCD for image 
:' resolutions.up. to 2048 x 1536 
• Superior 38-152mm 4X Optical 
•Zdom'-Nikkor lens tor great Image 

'.quality; plus 4X stepless digital 200m 
9* After rebate** 

Nikon Nf65u Body/Lens Outfit 
Expect more f rom your pictures 
• SLR picture performance with ease 
• lightweight and compact design ' . 
s 3 3 9 9 5 After cash-back* 
includes camera body 28 80mm AF Nikkor lens 

Nikon Coolplx* 775 
DIGITALCAMEftA 
On the go digital 
•Getsharp8'x 10" prims 

from this 2 24-megapixel 
pocket-sized digital camera 

• 3XZ6om-Nikkor.lens.gets 
_ you close to ypur'subject' 

^ 3 9 9 9 5 • New low price! 

More choices wt t i i tw ice the savings! NOW through December 31,2001 

'Uffi' 
".IWtAKT • ' - I * * - tw i ; 
- utfHw "' mm .uvMt .urn., 

.For a very limited time get 
Double cash-Back Savings 

on these AF-Nlkkor lenses! 
Nikon inc; backs ail us. AF and Ix-Nlxkor lenses with 
5 YEARS OF PROTECTION!" 
Askwdetain •>. • 
For phptography-wtthout compromise 

. only Nikkortenses ooaNikonwiii'do.,.' 

AF.20mmW.8D.;. 

'A^4mmW.8D x >_; 

AF^ i r imf^D ^_;__ 

AP$SmmfM.80.'•• 

A^rwilJ/VED-ir._ _ 
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Dexter-Ann Arbor Rd. • Dexter 
(734)424-9192 

morningstarchildcare.net 

. ^ * i - *»w 5 LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU . www.huroncameracom 
MBin store- „ 
8060 Main St. 4S0 E. Mich. Ave . ; 1090 South Main s i 10 w. Michigan Ave. 
Dexter. Saline Chelsea Battle Creek 
(734)426^4654 {734)429-8575 (734)475-1023 (616)965-7285 

159 w, Michigan Ave. f 
Jackson 
(517)783-4820 
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Holiday trees 
available in 
many varieties 
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GARDHV8& NATURE 

For pur family, the holiday 
season begins in early Decem­
ber when We cut our tree. Our 
tradition includes a day of fes­
tivities, meeting old friends, 
sharing good food, wreath mak­
ing and cutting a tree. 

The size of our trees varies 
from year to year. When it's our 
turn to host the extended family 
gathering, we select a larger 
tree Our younger family mem­
bers like big trees. I prefer a 
smaller tree that requires less 
furniture rearranging. 
FraserFir 

My favorite holiday trees are 
the firs, specifically the Fraser 
fir. The tree grows in a uniform 
pyramid shape naturally, it does 
not require shearing, The strong 
branches are held at an upward 
angle from the trunk. There is 
ample room between branches, 
which makes it easy to decorate. 

Needle retention and fra­
grance make Fraser one of the 
most popular tree species used 
during the holidays. 

The majority of Fraser firs 
come to us from North Carolina. 
It takes 7 to 10 years to grow a 6-
to 7-foot-tall tree. They grow nat­
urally in the Southern Appa­
lachian Mountains at elevation* 
above 4,500 feet and in the Great 
Smokey Mountains National 
Park. 

These firs can reach 80 feet in 
the wild. The fir is named for 
John Fraser, a Scot botanist who 
explored the Appalachian 
Mountains in the late 18th cen­
tury. 
Douglas-Fir 

It's one of the most prized 
Christmas trees sold in the 
United States because it holds 
its needles longer than many 
other conifers after being cut. It 
was considered one of the most 
important lumber trees pro­
duced in the United States be­
cause of its exceptional strength. 

The needles are shiny, dark 
green with two white bands of 
stomata beneath; the foliage, 
when crushed, has a sweet* cam­
phor-like smell. The cone is light 
brown and can be found all win­
ter on the tree, unlike many 
conifers that shed their cones.in 
late fall. . V.:" -' 
Douglas-Fir Cone 

The Douglas-fir is a tree born 
of fire and adapts to a wide vari­
ety of growing conditions; from 
dry to Ynoist sites, The tree cah 
live for a thousand years be­
cause of an exceptionally thick 
bark that protects them during 
moderate fires. As the forest is 
cleared by fire, the Douglas-fir 
re-seeds and new growth begins. 
Many old-growth forests in the 
West have Douglas-fir that have 
survived centuries of naturally 
occurring, fires. 

The common name Douglas 
comes from David Douglas, who 
sailed to Fort Vancouver on the 
Columbia River in 1825 and over 
the next two,years walked 6,000 
miles back and forth across the 
Northwest. The Indians called 
him "grass man" because he col­

lected hundreds .of plants. 
Scots Pine 

The name should be Scots, 
like Scotland, but over the years 
it has become as common to find 
it listed as Scotch Pine. It's the 
most common holiday tree 
because of its ease of cultiva­
tion. The tree has adapted well 
to plantation growing and is 
sheared to create the bushy con­
ical Christmas tree.. 

Scots pine has very stiff twist­
ed, bluish-green needles and a. 
distinctive orange-black plated 
trunk on older.trees. This pine 
originally: ranged from Norway 
and Scotland to Spain and west­
ern Asia to Siberia, It is now nat­
uralized throughout the eastern 
United States. 

It's valued as an ornamental 
landscape tree in the eastern 
United States and Canada, and 
in the lumber industry for pulp-
wood. Large trees are harvested 
for veneer and plywood. 

The Scots pine's needles are 
sharp. The tree is sheared to 
create the conical look. The 
shearing creates a dense, tree 
that can be more difficult todec-
orate without being skewered"' 

Two conifers growing in popu­
larity as holiday trees are: 
White or Concolor Fir 

As a holiday tree, the White 
Fir has good needle retention, 
softer needles and somewhat 
open habit if not sheared. The 
needle color is medium green to 
blue-green. It is an important 
wildlife tree in its native west­
ern Rocky Mountain home at 
elevations of 6,000 to 11,000 feet 
and in the Coast Range in 
California and Oregon. 
Colorado Blue Spruce 

The Colorado spruce comes in 
both blue and green and is grow­
ing in popularity as a holiday 
tree. It has a desirable shape 
without shearing and it is widely 
grown because of its popularity 
as an ornamental landscape 
tree. This is another tree that 
has stiff needles and can be dif­
ficult to decorate, particularly 
for youngsters. 

Charlenc Harris is a Chelsea 
resident and faster Gardener. 
She can be reached at 
conlferQcoast.net., 

Catching Dreams 
Pupils in teacher Barbara Brown's fifth-grade class at North Creek Elementary School celebrated Native American Pay last month after study­
ing the first Americans. Pupils told Native American stories, enjoyed native food, made dream catchers and played "Dish," a game enjoyed by 
Woodland Indian children. Duncan Harris demonstrated throwing an atlati, making a rope from a tree and making arrowheads and spear tips. 
The class includes Kristin Angelocci, George Clark, Klmberly ECkart, Melissa Ederle, Brooke Ehman, Nicholas Gordenier, Duncan Harris, 
Donald Harris III, Derik Heumann, Joseph Hume; Daniel Jackson, Myles Lange, Brian Manitz, Stacy Marks, Christopher Mattisoh, Carly 
Melocue, Carolyn Olseh, Amanda Patton, James Prokos, Scott Rhodes, Alyssa Rodgers, Kevin Rosentreter, Zo£ Rozsa, Robin Stockwell, Michael 
Stratman, Chelsea Williams and Ryan Wrathail. 
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Sweet 16 

. : Love, 
Mom, Ed, Josh 

and Derek 

HEATING BILLS 
TOO HIGH? 
North Star windows use Super Spacer* technology which 
enhances R-values by as much as 30%. This also makes for 
windows that limit condensation and reduce noise levels. 
Not only are North Star windows more efficient, but they 
are very durable - every comer of every sash and every 
fiamc is fusion-welded for strength, alignment and a perfect 
seal. •• . 

You not only get a window that'll keep you warm, you get 
window that looks great, is easy to use and never needs to 
be painted, 

To find out more about our quality windows, great service 
and exceptional value, give us a call today. 

_^N& NORTH STAR " • 
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i$Nl T«Artl Money Isn't All You're Saving 

Affordable Window 8 Siding Goip 
"̂  (734) 662-5551 

3»13 Jackson ftd.,*Artn A*or • Mon.^thurs 9-5 o.m."* Sat., 9-2:p.w. . < • 

Factory Outlet Pficds;.. Why pay.retail? 

http://conlferQcoast.net
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POLICE BLOTTER 
Scio Township 

Larceny 
At 8 p.m. pec. 11, spmeone 

drove off without paying for 
more than $17 worth of gas from 
the Pilot Travel Center, 195 
Baker Road. 

The cashier noticed a mini 
van parked near a gas pump for 
approximately 10 minutes. The 
cashier did not see anyone 
pump the gas, but a machine 
kept beeping, indicating no one 
had paid for the gas yet. The 
next time the cashier looked up, 
she did not se& the van. 

Several items were stolen 
from two vehicles between 8 
p.m. Dec. 4 and 7 a.m. Dec. 5 in 
the 7600 block of Liberty Road. 

The two vehicles were left 
unlocked and parked in the dri­
veway near the house. There 
was no damage to the vehicles, 
but more than $600 worth of 
compact discs, and cash were 
taken. 

* 
A cellular phone was taken 

from an unlocked car between 6 
p.m. Decv9 and 8'a:m. Dec. 11 in 
the 2500 block of West Delhi 
Road. 

The car was unlocked and 
parked in an open garage. The 
victim^noticed that the phone 
was missing when he looked for 
it in the center console. 

The phone was worth approxi­
mately $500. 

' • . ' • • 

Someone stole several com­
pact discs and a pair of sun­
glasses from a car between 6:30 
and U p.m. Dec. 9 from the park­
ing jot of the Quality 16 Theater, 
3686 Jackson Road. 

The owner of the. vehicle 
parked in the east lot of the the­
ater and left it unlocked. When 
the man returned to his car at 11 
p.m., he noticed that someone 

had broken into the car's center 
console. 

Police said that someone 
pried the console open with 
their hands. Damage was esti­
mated at $55 and the items 
stolen were worth jnore than 
$500. 
Drunken Driving 

Police stopped a driver at 
2:20 a.m. Dec 11 for not stopping 
at a blinking red light at the 
intersection of Baker, and 
Jackson roads. 

When police questioned the. 
28-yearrold Brighton man, they 
noticed he had bloodshot eyes 
and a strong odor of alcohol oh. 
his breath. The man told police 

'" that he had only, two beers and 
felt all right to drive home. • 

Officers gave the driver a 
Breathalyzer test, which result­
ed in a .17 percent blood-alcohol 
level. A blood alcohol-level of 
.08 percent is considered legally 
impaired. The man was arrested 
arid taken to the Washtenaw 
County Jail. 
Warrant Arrest 

A 28:year-old Ann Arbor man 
was arrested on five warrants at 
10:,45 p.m.. Dec. 2 at his home in 
Scio Farms Estates; 6655 
Jackson Road. 

He was wanted on warrants 
for the intent to make and deliv­
er drugs. The man was taken to 
the Washtenaw County Jail. 

Police ,arrested a^52^eg-old-
Dexter woman on a warrant at 9 
p.m. Dec. 12 near the intersec- -. 
tion of Baker and Shield roads. 

Officers stopped a driver for 
an expired \Jicense plate. The • 
woman was wanted for failing to 
appear in court for driving with 
a suspended license. She was 
taken to the Washtenaw County 
Jail. 
Attempt to Use Counterfeit Bill 

Someone tried to pay for a 
meal with a counterfeit $100 

bill at 6 p.m. Dec. 10 at Arby's, 
195 Baker Road. 

The customer gave the 
restaurant employee the bill 
after ordering his meal. The 
employee noticed that the bill 
looked discolored and didn't 
feel real. 

The employee tried explain­
ing to the suspect, that the bill 
appeared to be counterfeit. The 
suspect raised his voice and 
began to argue with the 
employee. 

The restaurant manager 
looked at the bill, and did not 
see the ghost face and security 
ribbon that is supposed to be 
embedded in the bill. She also 
checked the bill with a pen to 
determine if it was counterfeit. 
The marking on the bill showed 
that it was not real. 

The suspect continued to 
argue with the restaurant, 
employees before grabbing the 
bill and leaving the restaurant. 
Breaking and Entering 

Someone broke into a car in 
the 4500 block of Canterbury 
Court between 8:30 p.m. Dec. 12 
and 7 a.m. Dec. 13. 

•The rear garage dpor was 
unlocked and more than $1,100 
of items were taken from the car, 
including a leather coat and a 
leather briefcase, 

The homeowner noticed the 
missing items the following 

jnprning when he left for work. 
Th^suspect-emptied everything 
from the coat pockets and the 
pockets of the briefcase and 
then took them. 

The victim recalled hearing 
his dogs barking at 4 a.m., but 
did not get up to investigate. 

Webster township 
Found Property . 

A cellular phone was found on 
the side of the road at 8:30 a.m. 
Dec. 4 near the intersection of 
Walsh and Scully roads. 

HVA celebrates 20 years 
Huron Valley Ambulance cel­

ebrated its 20-year anniversary, 
Dec. 15, 

In December 1981, HVA start­
ed in Washtenaw County with 
six ambulances and served 
270,000 people in 720 square 
miles. That year it transported 
12,000 people with 42 full-time 
and five part-time staff. 

Today, HVA is a regional 
nonprofit, nationally accredit­
ed community ambulance ser­
vice . covering residents in 
Washtenaw and western Wayne 
Counties. 

With a combined operation 
of more than 60 ambulances 
and 400 employees, HVA trans­
ports over 54,000 patients annu­
ally. Despite the growth, HVA 
remain governed by a volun­
teer board of trustees from the 
community it serves. 

"We've done well over the 
past 20 years because of our 
dedicated, compassionate em­
ployees. . They're the ones 
who've. helped HVA become a 
national role model in the 
industry," said HVA President 
and CEO Dale Berry, who has 
been with the company since 
its beginning. ... • 

Earlier this year, during its 
voluntary national ^accredi­
tation, HVA scored 100 percent 
on all 104 ambulance industry 

compliance standards. 
This spring, HVA plans to 

break ground on a new head­
quarters building at the north­
east corner of 1-94 and 
Carpenter Road in Pittsfield 
Township. HVA has hired 
Michael Pogliano, architects 
from Saline, and Saline 
Construction for the design and 
building respectively. 

Washtenaw County will be 
purchasing HVA's s current 
headquarters building at 2215 
Hogback Road in the 
Washtenaw County Service 
Center. Funds for the new 
building will come from the 

'county purchase of the current 
building and low-interest 
bonds from the Michigan 
Hospital Finance Authority. 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 21ST 4:00 P.M. 
inline & Skateboards • Sorry No Bikes • Ages 7 & Up 

Helmets Must Be worn • Helmets & Pads Available for Rental 
Must have signed waiver. 

www.extremesportspalace.com 
Modern Skate & Surf Pro Shop 

Mon.-TIWS. 4:00, 7:30 
Friday 4:00, 7:30,10:00 p.m. 

Sat. & Sun. 3-Hour Sessions 
Starting Times 11:00, 2:30, 

6:00 & 9:30 p.m. 

Memberships 
$125.00 per year 

Members $5.00 per session 
Non-Members 

$10.00 per session 
Membership Special 
Dec. 14-Dec. 21 $100 

7275J0yRd. 
Dexter • 734-424-9705 

The driver who found the 
phone tried to turn it on but it 
wouldn't work. He took it to the 
Webster Township Hall and 
gave it to a township employee, 
who later brought it to the sher* 
iffs department. 

Chelsea Village 
Suspicious Incident 

An employee at the Comfort 
Inn, 1645 Commerce Park Drive, 
reported to police Dec. 15 that 
an unknown man came into the 
hotel asking for an unusual 
amount of change. 

The man wanted a $100 bill for 
five $20 bills. When the man was 
leaving, he turned around and 
told the clerk that she gave him 
a $10 bill. 

The clerk added all the money 
in her drawer, and she had the 
correct amount. She later called 
area hotels to alert them of the 
situation. 
Assault and Battery • 

Officers helped break up a 
fight between a mother and; 
daughter at 8 p.m. Dec. 14 in the 
village. 

The two were arguing over the 
daughter's 9-year-old ison. When 
the two started fighting, the 
daughter attempted to call 911 
but the mother grabbed the 
phone from her. 

The two struggled to keep the 
phone. The mother grabbed her 
31-year-old daughter by her shirt 
collar, causing some redness 
around her neck and back. 

Officers took the daughter and 
her son to a friend's house for 
the evening. 

Compiled by Staff Writer Will 
Keeler based on reports filed 
with Chelsea police and the 
Washtenaw County Sheriff's 
Department. 
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[ 0 \ Resale Wear 
i f For The Family 

N w Accepting-Foil * Winter ItStm 
Tues-Frl. 10-6 • Sal. 
(734) 426-6092 

8089 Main 81., Dexter. Ml 48130 

Photo by Colleen O'Neill 

Toys For Tots and Teens 
Dan Gauthier carries Mickey Mouse toys into Faith In Action during 
the 13th annual Toys for Tots and Teens campaign run by Palmer Ford 
Mercury. 

GET FOR A GOLFER? 
A GIFT CERTIFICATE 

AT REDDEMAN FARMS 
GOLF CLUB 

VISIT OUR PRO SHOP FOR A 
GREAT SELECTION OF GOLF 

WEAR ft ACCESSORIES 
Reddeman Farms Golf Club 
555 S. Dancer Rd. • Chelsea 

734-475-3020 

Specialist in 

Orthodontics 

• 20 years experience 

• No referral necessary 

515 S. Main St. 
Chelsea 

(734)475-2260 

Raymond R Howe, D.D.S., M.S. 

Renate Debler 

More phone choices 
save consumers money 

As Michiganians sort through competing 
offers from local telephone service 
providers/one thing is clear; consumers are 

reaping the rewards of having more choices. 

In fact, in October, the United States Telecom 
Association named Michigan a "competition 
friendly state," heralding the state telecom 
industry's successful transition to local competition. 
Already* new competitors operate more than one 
million local phone lines in Michigan. 

While our state benefits from huge gains in local competition; 
Michiganians still don't receive the best long-distance prices and 
service around — something that can only come through full 
telecommunications competition. 

: According to Consumer Action, AT&T and IvlCI WorldCom 
increased their basic rates by as much as 13 percent last yeah 

In states like Oklahoma, Peinnsyitaiila.'kwisaev-NeVYbrk-^d' 
Texas - - where full telecommunications competition is underway 
— consumers are saving millions on local andlong-distance calls* 
New Yorkers alone are saving an estimated $700 million this year 
— up to $324 offsoTnefamilies^ phone bills. ; 

Michigan consumers are closer to realiatog/ those same h a h ^ 
SBC Ameritach is working diligently with the Michigan Public 
Service Commission to en sure "our state 's local markat la npan 
to competition, SBC must show federal regulators that the local r 

market is open before being approved'to offer, long-distance. 

When SBC is approved to o^r;iprig-distance service irt 
Michigan, competition will increase, consumers will hav0 more v 
choices; better prices, and innovative services and offerings; It's 
that simple. Now is the time to open our Jong-distance; maricet to 
full competition, ' 

, °'» thg°"»»ti0n 
. 4 ' 

Renate Debler 
Director 

'External Affairs 

C o " " n ' °< °th0f 

• ^ / 0 s . "'lO,,^ 

SBC 
Ameritech 

M^^M^faMteM * ^ • J . • . , * . . . & . i 
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What holiday 
greeting would you 
like to send to your 
family and friends? 

"Mom and Dad, . Merry 
Christmas and I love you." 

'\ Jennifer Gallas 
Sylvan Township 

"Hey, Jen! 1 love you." 
Jason Jahn 

Sylvan Township 

"Hi to the staff at Big Boy 
Restaurants!" 

JennicaElkins 
Sylvan Township 

"Joyous and Happy 
Christmas and holidays." 

Joe Wei nhardt 
Sharon Township 

'''Merry Christmas to every-
bne who works at Contour 
Services." 

Lee Weinhardt 
Sharon Township 

Thursday, December 20, 2001 I ' .me <>-A 

it is 9 

mkmmMt 
Every Christmas season, I am 

beset with the same problem. 
Various organizations send me 
boxes of greeting cards for 
which they hope I will send 
them checks for $10 or $20. 

But the trouble is this: I am 
not going to use the cards to 
send greetings to my friends and 
acquaintances because none of 
the greetings say anything about 
Christmas. 

They wish the recipients 
"Happy Holidays" or "May this 
holiday season be a happy one" 

or "Best wishes for a joyous sea­
son and a Happy New Year," but 
none of them say "Merry 
Christmas" or "Wishing you a 
blessed Christmas" or %et us 
rejoice and praise his name." 
There is nothing to indicate that 
we celebrate the 25th of 
December and the days sur­
rounding it to celebrate the 
birth of Christ. 

If I send the cards back, this 
costs me. quite a lot I may use a 
few of them for" my Jewish 
friends, but the rest of the cards 
are quite hopeless, as far as I am 
concerned. Sp I don't see why I 
should, pay for these cards I do 
not wish to use, and which, fur­
thermore, irritate the heck out 
of me. 

I suppose that if I wrote the 
groups that send them to me to 
explain why I neither want to 
use them nor to" pay for the 
cards, I would get the response 
that payment is not expected — 
only a "contribution" to the 

charity or whatever it is. 
And if I explained that I felt j t 

was wrong to expect me to send 
cards that do not express my 

Iam on the side of Tiny 
Tim, who benefited 

greatly from Scrooge's 
conversion to the joys of 
Christmas. 

own feeling about what they 
choose to call "the holidays," 
they would say that the senti­
ments on the cards are written 
in this way so that no one will be 
offended. (Has anyone ever told 
you that they were offended by a 
Christmas card that mentioned 
Christmas?) Well, I am offend­
ed, because the reason for the 

holiday is ignored. 
Don't these businesses or 

charities know why we celebrate 
Christmas — that word which 
they appear to be afraid to use 
because it may offend? 

Do they think that a "winter 
holiday," as some choose to call 
it, was in some way ordained by 
some unknown entity and that it 
just happens to fall on those 
days which we, apparently 
offensive Christians, have cho­
sen to celebrate the birth of 
Christ and our joy in the fact 
that he was born? 

Now it is true that in the past 
— and perhaps now, for all I 
know — certain Christian 
groups, among them the 
Puritans, believed that it was 
wrong to celebrate Christmas in 
a way that they perceived as 
pagan, with feasts and wassail 
and gifts. ——-

They felt that in some way it 
denigrated the birth of Christ. I 
cannot understand it, but I can 

accept that certain groups felt 
this way. What I cannot under­
stand is that those who think 
Dec. 25 ought not to be accepted" 
as a Christian holiday should 
feel that it should be accepted 
as a. "winter holiday" or "the 
holidays." 

Well, don't call me Scrooge 
because I'm not sending checks 
for those "holiday" cards I don't 
want. Scrooge, after ali, didn't at 
first believe in Christmas cele­
brations and characterized 
them with "Bah! Humbug!" 

I am on the side of-Tiny Tim. 
who benefited greatly from 
Scrooge's conversion to the joys 
of Christmas. So I wish all my 
readers, even the Bah! 
Humbug! ones, a very Merry 
Christmas, and say, with Tiny 
Tim, "God bless us, every one!" 

Kay Quick, a retired teacher, is 
a regular columnist for The 
Guardian, a publication of 
Heritage Newspapers. 

COMMUNITY ROOTS 

"Look, Charlie. Let's face it. 
We all know that Christmas is a 
big commercial racket. It's run 
by a big Eastern syndicate, you 
know." 

Those words were spoken by 
Lucy Van Pelt in 1965. 

Ms. Van Pelt isn't a philoso­
pher; sjhe's hotan; academicV 

She's Linus' sister, part of the 
Peanuts gatift the possy, most 
critical critic of Charlie Brown. 

Lucy spoke those comedic -
and prophetic - words in </A 
Charlie Brown Christmas." 

The special is so popular, so 
universal, that it's nearly cliche 
to cite it while bemoaning the 
commercialization and general 
blurring of the Christmas spirit. 

Injact; it's so popular that it's 
been commercialized, ,' too. 
There are books about it; there 
are CDs, videotapes and DVDs, 
tod. 

That fact aside,, I believe it 
offers the most compelling look 

at what Christmas was becoming 
in 1965, and what it has become 
since. 

I'm a big proponent of the 
redeeming philosophical value 
of the Peanuts characters. When 
interviewed, their creator, 
Charles Schultz, always down­
played the moral and ethical 
messages in his cartoon. With a 
self-deprecating demeanor, he 
never implied that his charac­
ters ever meant anything 
beyond what they said or did. 

I beg to differ. 
There is an underlying philo­

sophical message in nearly all of 
Schultp's Peanuts work. It's root­
ed in Judeo-Christian traditions, 
but there's some Eastern influ­
ence, too. Charlie Brown accepts 
his fate in the universe, he 
accepts that life presents puz­
zles and'riddles, and that we're 
not always able to solve or inter­
pret them. 
' But, in the end, Charlie Brown 
always gains a sort of introspec­
tion or enlightenment that helps 
him understand himself or oth­
ers. , '...' ' ' •• ' . •'• 

Or, simply put, Charlie Brown 
may be a blockhead, but he's a 
Zen blockhead. 

What makes Schultz's message 
so powerful was; his constant 
insistence that there is no mes­
sage. 
.. It took the spotlight off of him; 
It made the strip less about its 

creator and more about society. 
The characters weren't mouth­
pieces for Schultz's political or 
religious, views. But, in effect, 
they were. 

The beauty of Schultz's char­
acters is that-they're kids with 

I'm a big proponent of 
the redeeming philo­

sophical value of the 
Peanuts characters. 

adult-like qualities of introspec­
tion. They contemplate life's 
essential questions, they con­
front base fears and challenges. 
They deal with the philosophi­
cal problems that stumped 
Descartes and confounded 
Pascal. 

I hold that if adults took on 
more qualities of the Peanuts 
gang, we'd all be better off. 

Every year; after the broadj 

cast of "A Charlie Brown 
Christmas," I'm'inspired-to'do 
some introspection and social 
evaluation, a la Charlie Brown. 

I try to think ^bout Values that 
are important to me, and values 
important to society, the 
catchall term we use to 
describe mass opinion. 

And, 35 years after its original 
airing, I think it's interesting to 
ponder whether the critique 
offered in "A Charlie Brown 
Christmas" holds true today. 

I think the conclusion is obvi­
ous - Christmas is commercial­
ized infinitely more than it was 
when the special first aired. 

So here's the quandary: if "A 
Charlie Brown Christmas" pre­
sents such an accurate critique 
of holiday commercialization, 
and it's such a widely accepted 
critique, then why does it con­
tinue? Why do we let corpora­
tions continue to commercialize 
and secularize the spiritual 
nature of all religious holidays? 

Perhaps the answer-and the 
solution - can be found in 
Charlie Brown. 

In his search for the true 
meaning of Christmas, he refus­
es to jump on the corporate, 
bandwagon. In a Christmas tree 
lot filled with gaudy aluminum 
trees, Charlie Brown buys the 
only real tree he can find. This is 
his political act. 

It's sparse; it's delicate; it's a 
loser. Charlie Brown sees him­
self in the tree. He tries, and 
fails to decorate it, and when he 
reaches the depths of his 

despair, he abandons the tree. 
Unbeknownst to Charlie 

Brown, the rest of the Peanuts 
gang arrives to help, turning the 
tree into a thing of beauty. 

Just when hie had given up, 
just when he had lost faith in 
society, his friends came 
through. 

So maybe the lesson is that 
even with its rampant commer­
cialization, even With its requi­
site consumption, the true 
meaning of the holidays still 
exists. 

It's hard to find buried under 
day-after-Thanksgiving sales 
and marketing campaigns that 
relate Christmas happiness with 
the quantity of goods purchased. 

But it's there. 
Charlie Brown shows us that 

individual actions can sidestep 
a corporate Christmas and 
embrace its spiritual roots. 

And, in a broader sense, he 
demonstrates that below the 
surface - if you look just a bit 
harder'in the Christmas tree lot 
of life -you can find true and 
necessary notions of meaning 
and faith. 

Thanks again, Charlie Brown. 
Gregory Parker is a free-lance 

writer living in Chelsea. He can 
be reached at glparker® 
umich.edu. 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
library bond doesn't 
deserve our Votes 

I appreciated Trena Erskine's 
letter, "Why do we pay so much 
for the library?" published in 
the Dec. 13 issue. 

I have attended many library 
board meetings in an effort to 
answer this very question, Some 
taxpayers may think that we are 
paying ' this considerable 
amount because the Library 
Board is preparing to build a 
new library. This was the inten­
tion of the when they voted for 
the increased operating, fund in 
1999, increasing the library's 
annual operating budget to 
approximately $906,000. 
, However, the ciirrent library 
board has yet to present a final 
building design and ask the com­
munity for the bond needed to 
build i t '•,• ",: 

According to the minutes of 
the September 2001 board meet­
ing, board member Dan 
Kaminsky made a motion to 
lower the library's tax levy, pre­
sumably until the new library is 
built. , 
'Two other board members 

supported the motion, but the 
motion was voted down 4-3. 
•, Meanwhile, they are operating 
a 7,500-square-foot library on a 
budget just short of $1 million;. 
They*re also continuing to pay 
a.mortgage and expenses for a, 
vacant house on. Orchard Street,' 
which they purchased over a 
year ago, and they have added a 
public relations consultant to 
the budget this year. 

When Judy Smith, my neigh* 

bor, attended a building commit­
tee meeting early in the year to 
find out the .status of the new 
building, Library Director Metta 
Lansdale stopped the architect 
in mid-sentence as he began to 
discuss the potential cost of con­
struction, and she suggested that 
the committee go into closed 
session. 

Building committee chair 
Kathy Sprawka agreed and Judy 
was forced to leave the meeting. 

If you review all the minutes 
from 2001, which are available 
on the library's Web site, you 
will notice that not a single 
building committee report was 
made in the monthly open meet­
ing other than to announce the 
next committee meeting date. 
You will also notice that the 

. board goes into closed session at 
the end of every monthly meet­
ing to "discuss the potential pur­
chase of property." 

They must be purchasing a lot 

of property if this requires a 
closed discussion at every meet­
ing. A board that is preparing to 
ask the community for $7 million 
to $10 million should be willing 
to discuss its plans and progress 
in an open meeting, as required 
by the Michigan Open Meetings 
Act. 

Since the board began this 
practice, I have decided that.I 
will not support a bond for a 
new library, as much as I would 
love to have the library back 
downtown where it belongs. 
This board has not demonstrat­
ed to' me that it can be trusted 
with $1 million, let alone $7 mil­
lion to $10 million. * 

1 encourage Ms. Erskine and 
others in the district who are 
interested in what the board is 
doing with your tax dollars to 
attend the library board meet­
ings, to see for yourself how they 
conduct their business. 

The dates and times are post­

ed at the library arid on the Web 
sitev The library will also pro­
vide, for a fee, a packet that 
includes information discussed 
at these meetings. 

We must hold our board repre­
sentatives accountable for con­

tinuing to permit such an exor­
bitant level of taxation and for 
continuing to Conduct its busi­
ness behind closed 'doors.,.' 

GwenStubbs 
. Chelsea Village 
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